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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The scientific publications of the United States National Museum 
consist of two series, the Proceedings and the Bulletins. 

The Proceedings, the first volume of which was issued in 1878, are 
intended primarily as a medium for the publication of original, and 
usually brief, papers based on the collections of the National Museum, 
presenting newly-acquired facts in zoology, geology, and anthro- 
pology, including descriptions of new forms of animals, and revisions 
of limited groups. One or two volumes are issued annually and dis- 
tributed to libraries and scientific organizations. A limited number 
of copies of each paper, in pamphlet form, is distributed to specialists 
and others interested in the different subjects as soon as printed. 
The date of publication is printed on each paper, and these dates are 
also recorded in the table of contents of the volumes. 

The Bulletins, the first of which was issued in 1875, consist of a 
series of separate publications comprising chiefly monographs of 
large zoological groups and other general systematic treatises (occa- 
sionally in several volumes), faunal works, reports of expeditions, 
and catalogues of type-specimens, special collections, etc. The ma- 
jority of the volumes are octavos, but a quarto size has been adopted 
in a few instances in which large plates were regarded as indispen- 
sable. 

Since 1902 a series of octavo volumes containing papers relating to 
the botanical collections of the Museum, and known as the Contribu- 
tion* from the National Herbarium, has been published as bulletins. 

The present work forms No. 86 of the Bulletin aeries. 

RlCHAKD KaTHBUN, 

Assistant Secretary, Smithsonian Institution, 

In charge of the United States National Museum. 
Washington, D. C, March 19, 191k. 
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A MONOGRAPH OF THE GENUS CHORDEILES SWALN- 
SON, TYPE OF A NEW FAMILY OF GOATSUCKERS. 



By Habby C. Obebholseh, 
Of the Biological Survey, United States Department of Agriculture. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The present study of the Caprimulgine genus CkordeUes found 
its origin in the attempt to identify the nighthawks of Texas. It 
soon became evident that nothing short of a thorough revision of 
the two North American species, CkordeUea virginianua and Ckor- 
deiles aeutipennis, would produce anything like satisfactory results. 
This was finally undertaken, partly at the instance of Mr. Robert 
Bidgway; and the only other species of the genus, CkordeUea rupea- 
tris, has been included for the sake of completeness. By reason 
of the complicated and almost infinite variations due to sex, age, 
individuals, and geographic areas, the present group is one of the 
most difficult of all North American birds ; and its elucidation has 
involved the expenditure of an incredible amount of time and labor. 

The material available consists altogether of 1,165 specimens, 
including the types of most of the valid forms (excepting CkordeUea 
virginianm virgvniamta, Ckordeiles virginianua aaerrienaia, Ckor- 
deUea virginumus minor, Ckordeiles acutipennia aeutipennis, Ckor- 
deUea acutipennia exUia, and CkordeUea rupeatris rupestria), and of 
one synonym, CkordeUea gundlachii Lawrence. These specimens are 
distributed among the three species as follows: CkordeUea virgini- 
amis, 780; CkordeUea aeutipennis, 379; CkordeUea rupeatris, 6. 

This material has been derived from the following sources: The 
United States National Museum, including the Biological Survey 
collection ; the American Museum of Natural History ; the Academy 
of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia; the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology in Cambridge, Massachusetts, including the collection of 
Messrs. E. A. and O. Bangs; the Carnegie Museum of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania ; the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology in Berkeley, Cali- 
fornia; the Field Museum in Chicago, Illinois; the Victoria Memo- 
rial Museum in Ottawa, Ontario; and the private collections of 
Mr. Joseph Grinnell, Mr. F. Seymour Hersey, Dr. G. C. Rinker, 
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Dr. L. B. Bishop, Mr. J.'H. Fleming, and Mr. A, C. Bent To the 
authorities of these institutions, to the curators of their bird collec- 
tions, and also to the gentlemen above mentioned, the writer wishes 
here to express his thanks for their courtesies. Moreover, to Dr. 
Charles W. Richmond, of the United States National Museum, he is 
as usual indebted for many kindnesses in connection with the present 
investigation. The drawings of skulls on plates 1 and 2 were exe- 
cuted by Miss R. G. Collette. 

For the names of colors Mr. Robert Ridgway's recently published 
Color Standards and Nomenclature 1 has been adopted as the 
standard. 

The numbering of the primaries is from the outermost, since this 
is so much more convenient in descriptive ornithology, although, of 
course, indefensible from a morphological standpoint. 

Detailed synonymy has been omitted under the forms of both 
Chordeiles virgimamcs and Chordeiles acutipennis, because such* 
synonymy would be merely a duplication of that in Mr. Ridgway's 
Birds of North and Middle America, part 6, 1 which is soon to 
appear. 

All measurements are in millimeters. The specimens used in the 
average measurements under each subspecies, and with which com- 
parisons are -made, are taken just as far as possible from typical 
specimens — that is, from examples best exhibiting the differential 
characters. In the tables of detailed measurements all the birds u,sed 
in the diagnostic averages, as well as all other than adult birds, are 
indicated by reference marks. The various dimensions of which use 
is made in the following pages have been taken as follows: 

Length of -wing. — Measured in a straight line from the bend of 
the closed wing to the end of the longest primary, with the primaries 
in their natural position — that is, not straightened. 

Length of tail. — Taken with dividers from the point of insertion 
of the middle rectrices to the tip of the longest. 

Exposed culmen. — Measured in a straight line from the beginning 
of the feathers on the oilmen to the tip of the maxilla — that is, the 
chord of the exposed culmen. 

Length of tarsus. — A straight line from the center of the heel joint 
on the posterior side to the middle of the joint between the metatarsus 
and the middle toe on the anterior side. 

Middle toe. — Measured along the upper side from the middle of 
the joint between the metatarsus and the middle toe to the base of 
the uncovered claw. 

iRldgway, Color Standards and Color Nomenclature, 1912 (— January IS, 1913), pp. 
(1-4); 1-Iv; 1-44 1 frontispiece : pis. 1-83 ; Washington, D. C. 

'Bull. U. 8. Nat. Hub., No. 50, pi. 6, 1914. In this volume Mr. Hldgway has adopted 
from my manuscript my conclusions regarding the subspecies of Chordeiles ; but he has 
not seen tbe introductory portion of the present bulletin, pages 1-23. 



v Google 



THE GENUS CHORDEILEB 8WAINS0N OBERHOL8EB. 3 

Genus CHORDEILES Swalnson. 

CkordeUea Swathbok, Fauna Bor.-Amer., vol. 2, 1831 (1832), p. 496 (type, 
by original designation and monotypy, " Ohordeilet virgittianus [Co- 
primulgua americanua. Wile.]" qui Caprimuigua virgtitianua, Gmelin). 

Chordeihis "Swains." Gray, List Genera Birds, 1840, p. 7 (type, by orig- 
inal designation and monotypy, Caprimulgua virginianum , Gmellii). 

Microrhynchua Lesson, L'Eeho du monde Savant, July 16, 1843, col. 109 
(type, by monotypy, Caprimulgua exilia Lesson) (nee Ukrorhgnchua 
Dejean [Megerle MS.], 1821, Coleoptera; Bell, 1836, Crustacea). 

ChordUes " Swauts. 1831 " Tschtdi, Untersucn. Fauna Peruana, Omlth., 
1846, p. 21 (type, by monotypy, " Ck. semitorquatus Cab. MSS. t=] 
Cap. pntinoaus Llcbt Mus. Bead. vid. Tscn. Consp. av. Nro. 37," qui 
Caprimulgua ewilia Lesson) . 

Chordedilea Cabanis [Wlegmann's] Archv fur Nuturg., XIII, vol. 1, Novem- 
ber, 1847, p. 346 (nom. emend, pro Chordeiles Swalnson). 

Romphaoratua Bonaparte, Rivista Contemporanea, vol. 9, February, 1867, 
p. 216 (p. 9 of reprint), (type, by virtual monotypy, Caprimulgua exilia 
Lesson). 

" Chor&edilua 1861 Cab." Gbat, Hand-list Gen. Spec, Birds, vol. 1, 186&, 
p. 61 (in synonymy). 

Diagnosis. — Similar to Nyetiprogne Bonaparte, but bill stronger 
and broader basal ly; nostrils more rounded, more exposed, more 
tubular, and opening more obliquely, less laterally; tertials longer. 
Similar to Naimochordeiles Hartert, 1 but wing more pointed (less 
rounded), the third primary (counting from the outermost) much 
shorter than the first and second, instead of about the same length ; 
tail more deeply emarginate. 

Chars, gen. — Medium-sized, long- winged Chordeilidae ; bill rather 
small and weak, decidedly hooked; nostrils rather large, strongly 
tubular, and opening obliquely; no long or conspicuous rictal bris- 
tles; no occipital, frontal, or nuchal crest; tail rather long, more 
than half (about 55-60 per cent) of wing, emarginate, "the outer 
rectrices longest, all of moderate width, rounded or squarish at tips; 
wing long and pointed, the first or second primary (counting from 
the outermost) longest, the third shorter than either ; tertials reaching 
nearly to the tip of sixth primary, or beyond ; secondaries short, the 
shortest one not reaching the tips of primary coverts or not extend- 
ing far beyond ; feet rather weak ; tarsus feathered in front for about 
the proximal third; tarsus usually shorter than, middle toe without 
claw ; outer toe slightly shorter than inner toe ; exposed culmen about 
half the length of tarsus. 2 

Type. — Caprimulgua virginianus Gmelin (by original designation 
and monotypy). 

1 XannochardeUe* Hartert, IMs, July, J8D0, p. 374 (type, Chordeiles putiUue Gould). 

' No oateolOKlcal characters appear In this diagnosis, because proper comparative ma- 
terial of the most closely related genera la not available. Consult, however, pp. 6-9 of 
the present bulletin. 
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Geographical distribution. — Nearly all of South America, the West 
Indies, Central America, and North America excepting the far 
northern part 

Faunal distribution. — All or parts of the Patagonian, Brazilian, 
Subandean, Amazonian, Antillean, and Central American subregions 
of the Neotropical Region; the Sonoran and Boreal subregions of 
the Nearctic Region; but avoiding the barren grounds and alpine 
summits of the circumpolar Arctic Region. 

Variance in generic characters. — No two of the three species at pres- 
ent composing this genus, Chordeiles virginianus, Chordeiles acuti- 
pennis, and Chordeiles rupestris, are exactly alike in structural char- 
acters, although they all agree with the generic diagnosis above 
given. In Chordeiles virginianus, type of the genus, the first (out- 
ermost) primary is usually longer than the second, occasionally 
about equal, but rarely shorter; the secondaries relatively short, 
the shortest usually not reaching the tips of the primary coverts 
by at least S millimeters, often much more; and the distance from 
the bend of the folded wing to end of shortest secondary generally 
less than from the latter point to the tip of fourth primary (count- 
ing from the outermost) ; outer pair of rectrices relatively narrow 
and their tips much rounded; maxillo-palatines relatively rather 
broad and somewhat triangular; anterior processes of the palatines 
relatively rather broad and strong; vomer very narrow; pterygoids 
with on antero-exterior angle which approaches the palatine; inter- 
orbital region very broad; and the ridges on median portion of 
frontals not strongly developed. 

In Chordeiles acutipennis, however, the outermost (first) primary 
is usually shorter than the second, occasionally about equal or longer; 
secondaries longer than in Chordeiles virginianus, the shortest usually 
not falling short of the tips of the primary coverts by more than 3 
millimeters, commonly longer or at least not shorter than the pri- 
mary coverts ; the distance from the bend of the folded wing to the 
end of the shortest secondary greater, usually decidedly so, than the 
distance from the latter point to the end of the fourth primary; 
outer pair of rectrices relatively broader than in Chordeiles vir- 
ginianus, and their tips more truncate; maxillo-palatines relatively 
rather narrower and more elongated ; anterior processes of the pala- 
tines more slender ; vomer rather broader ; pterygoids without a dis- 
tinct antero-exterior angle; interorbital region somewhat narrower; 
and the ridges on median portion of frontal bones more conspicuous. 

In Chordeiles rupestris the first (outermost) primary is longer than 
the second ; the tertials are relatively longer than in Chordeiles virgi- 
nianus and Chordeiles acutipennis, usually reaching or overreaching 
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the tip of the sixth primary; the secondaries as in ChordeUes aeuti- 
pennis; the tail-feathers as in ChordeUes virgvn&orws; skull not 
examined. 

It is thus apparent that ChordeUes virgimanus and ChordeUes 
acutipenms differ in structural characters, which, were they trenchant 
and constant, instead of only average, would clearly warrant generic 
separation. But ChordeUes rupestris appears to be practically inter- 
mediate between these two species, or, to be more exact, partakes of 
the structural characters of both, though in pattern of coloration it 
is widely different from either. In the small series examined the 
characters of ChordeUes rupestris, as above given, are pretty con- 
stant, but in a larger series greater range of variation would doubt- 
less be evident. The present case, therefore, might appear at first 
sight to be an ideal one for the profitable employment of sub- 
genera ; since if anything more than personal caprice is to determine 
what is to be considered a genus and what a subgenus, it is probably 
to be found in the principle of intergradation, a principle of general 
acceptance as applied to species and subspecies; by which a full 
genus would be a group trenchantly defined by structural char- 
acters, even though these differences be relatively slight; and a sub- 
genus one the structural diagnostic characters of which intergrade 
through intermediate species with some other group, even if the 
extreme differences be relatively great. In the present case, however, 
we have a rather peculiar and unusual condition, for while there is 
more or less connection between the three species which would, by 
the above criterion, possibly form three subgenera, the intergrada- 
tion is complicated by the fact that all the structural characters 
separating the species are, in ChordeUes virgimionus and ChordeUes 
ocutipetwia at least, decidedly inconstant To consider instable struc- 
tural characters of this sort as the basis for subgeneric separation 
seems to the writer certainly undesirable. 

These birds have, however, a decided interest for the student of 
evolution, because it is very evident that we have in these three species 
a case of genera in process of development. Unfortunately we have 
not sufficient osteological material to determine the amount of varia- 
tion in cranial characters ; but to show, as far as possible by actual 
figures, the constancy of the external structural characters separating 
ChordeUes virgimanus and ChordeUes aoutipenms, and thus to indi- 
cate the state of their relative evolutionary divergence, the writer ex- 
amined a large number of specimens of each species and counted 
the individuals showing the different variations of the two most 
tangible characters, i. e., the comparative length of the outermost 
primary, and the relative length of the shortest secondary as com- 
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pared with the primary coverts. A tabulation of these results is 
given herewith: 



ChMMttn. 


CkorMlattr- 
fttifamtt. 


CTonWia MMf- 


Pint primary: 


00 (Si.7%) 
7 (8.0% 






11 (lo.e&i 

78 (75.0g) 












106 








Shortlist secondary: 


103 (91.9%) 
(0.0%) 


92(819%) 








Longer tnan primary ooverts on oue ilda but shorter on the othar . . 


J (1-8%) 




112 









The above figures are based on bo large a number of specimens that 
their percentage would probably not be materially changed by the 
examination of a greater number. From these percentages it will 
be seen that Chordeiles virginianus is more stable in its structural 
characters, at least in the two here considered, than is Chordeiles 
acutipewds ; or, in other words, is farther along in its differentiation. 
Thus, in Chordeiles virginianus the first primary is longer than the 
second in 85.7 per. cent of the specimens, while in Chordeiles acuti- 
pennis it is shorter than the second in only 75 per cent Also in 
ChordeUes virginianus the shortest secondary is shorter than the pri- 
mary coverts in 91.9 per cent; in Chordeiles aeutipennis it is longer 
than the primary coverts in only 82.9 per cent. Further comparisons 
can easily be made from the table. Of the two characters here ex- 
ploited, the length of the secondaries thus seems to be the better. 
There does not seem to be any difference in these structural characters 
among the different subspecies of either Chordeiles virginianus or 
Chordeiles aeutipennis; and the above percentages of the two species 
include representatives of various subspecies indiscriminately. 

Relationships. — The genus ChordeUes has always without ques- 
tion been placed in the family Caprimulgidae. A careful examina- 
tion and comparison, however, of a series of skulls of Chordeiles 
virginianus and the skull of Chordeiles acutipennis texensis, with 
crania of Anirostomus caroltnensts, Setoohalcia T vocifera, Phalaenop- 
tilue nuttaUii, and Nyctidronws aTbicoUis merriUi, and with Hux- 
ley's figure of the skull of Caprinvulgus europaem * (see pi. 1, fig. 1), 
reveal differences that make advisable, indeed even necessary, the re- 
moral of Chordeiles from the family Caprimulgidae. So far as 
cranial characters are concerned, ChordeUes virginianus (see pi. 1, 
fig. 2) and ChordeUes acutipennis are generically identical, since 
aside from some unimportant details, which are surely not of more 
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than specific value, the skulls of these two species are the same. 
Both ChordeUes virginiarvus and ChordeUes acutipemiis are per- 
fectly desmognathovs, 1 as the figure of the former * and the pre- 
viously published figure of the latter' clearly show, which charac- 
ter alone in such a complete exemplification should be sufficient 
as a basis for recognition of a distinct family. In both species the 
maxillo- palatines meet on the median line and become ankylosed, 
at least in old birds, with each other and with the vomer. There is 
thus no doubt about their complete desmognathism. Besides this, 
however, ChordeUes differs from all the above-mentioned genera of 
Caprimulgidae in many other respects, as follows : Premaxillary (to 
cranio- facial suture) relatively as well as actually much shorter, only 
37 per cent of the total length of the skull, whereas in Setochalcis 
vocifera it is 49 per cent; this, together with the actually as well as 
relatively much higher braincase, giving to the skull in general a 
curious humpbacked, pug-nosed appearance; interorbital portion of 
frontal region very much broader, medially depressed and fur- 
rowed, but laterally rising in a crest to the edge of the orbits, while 
in the other genera examined just the reverse is the case, the frontal 
region being rather inflated, with the orbital edges more or less 
rounded; vomer relatively narrow and slender; inaxillo palatines 
subtriangular instead of more or less strap-like or shoe-shaped ; mid- 
dle portion of palatines much broader, the lateral outline thus less 
constricted medially, more nearly straight, giving to the posterior 
portion a decidedly less flaring effect; antero-internal processes of 
palatines reaching to the maxilla palatines; palatal opening between 
the halves of the premaxillary much smaller, narrower, and somewhat 
narrowly triangular instead of oval in shape; gall bladder absent; 4 
rictal bristles wanting. 

Unfortunately I have been unable to examine the skulls of the 
South American genera commonly referred to the Caprimulgidae, so 
that it is impossible to determine with exactness which of the above 
characters are to be regarded as supergeneric. Doubtless some of 
them will prove, upon examination of all the remaining groups, to 
be merely generic. The same lack of material renders doubtful the 
precise limits of the family group which includes ChordeUes. The 
nearest ally of ChordeUes is without much doubt NannockordeUes 
Hartert, and this certainly belongs to the same family, while Nyctt- 
progne is probably also not distantly related. From external char- 
acters it would perhaps be better to include both Luroctdis and 

■The statement of Beddard (Structure and Classification of Birds, 18G8, p. 239) that 
to ChordeOti vtrgbiimtLt the maxillo-palattnes do not meet across the vomer Is doubtless 
a slip or the result ot examining an Imperfect, abnormal, or Immature skull, for In every 
one of the half doxen skulls we have examined these bones meet Just as In OKordeSet 
■JoVNpSMti, 

1 See plate ) . fig. 2. 

■ Shufeldt, Proc. Zool. Boc. Lond., 1B85, pi. G6, fig. 1. 

'According to Beddard, Structure and Classification of Birds, 1898, p. 2*2, 
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Podager, though the latter is aberrant. The salient reliable differ- 
ential characters of the two families here most concerned are in part 
well shown on plates 1 and 2, accompanying the present paper, and 
are also all given in the tabular exposition below : 



»~*„ 


Caprimulgiiise. 


ChordeiUriae. 






DesinogTiathou*. 






MaiTUo-palattaes. 


Btrap-Uke, hook-llkn, or shoo shaped. 


Hnhh-Unpil.r 

Medially broad, with lateral outline 
little constricted. 

Reaching to maxillo-pels tines. 

Short: 17 par osnt of total leogtl. of 

skulL 
Blfb. 

Mrf nay concave. 

Wanting. 

Wanting. 


Anlero-Internsl proces- 
ses of palatines. 


much constricted. 
Wldaly separated from mnilllo .pata- 

Long; 40 pa cent of total length of 
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■By ago* author*,!*, for Instance, Beddardand Parker, the Caprlmulgldse are considered schiiognathous, 
altboughby Huikj originally placed in the ae£lthognathous sf.rien. It la, of course, true that they are Dot 
typically schiiognftthous, having some aegithognathous character*; but It I* also evident that, all things 
considered, they are ranch nearer the schiiognathous than to the aegithognathous type. 

■ Except m the genera Lfacornls and Eurotlcpodat. 

• Provisionally Included. 
<Bwp.ll, 

• rt'tctiphrynui Bonaparte (Itivlsts Conlemporsncs, vol. 9, February, 1S57, p. 315 [p. 8 of reprint]) con- 
tained originally three species- Caprimuigm oceUalm Tschudi (type of FUlor^Oerui Ridgway, 1913); 
Caprttaufytii nutfoiHi Audubon (type of PUtaatoptthu Rldgway , 1880); and Otprtmutgut sulsneiulf 
Gmelin {- Oiprlmuiptu albititlU Gmdlu) (type of VscrUromus Gould, 1838). The first species was thus 
last made type ol a new genua; and tbjj genus SteOjUirtHM* was restricted by Gray ( Hand-List Oen. and 
Spec. Birds, voL 1,188°., p. 69) to the same bird, OiprirniiJ$ru« c«auuir Tsetmill. I, therefore, now desig- 
nate Chprimulpuj octUaOu Tschudl as the type of Jftd Wn— * Bonaparte, and PMottfdenu Ridgwsy 

nea Its synonym. 
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The genera in the above lists are arranged in what seems to be 
their natural order, but manifestly the osteology of all most be 
studied before a finally satisfactory sequence can be devised. The 
Chordeilidae, by reason of their desmognathism and the loss of the 
gall bladder, seem to be a less ancient and less primitive group 
than the Caprimulgidae. The full and formal diagnosis 1 of the 
Chordeilidae, based, of course, almost entirely on Chordeiles, is as 
follows: 

CHORDEILIDAE, new family. 

Capriroulgi with sternum one-notched on each side; carotids two; 
syrinx tracheo-bronchial ; oil gland present; caeca present; cervical 
vertebrae 13; fourth (outer) toe with but four phalanges; claw of 
middle toe pectinated; muscular formula AXY; biceps slip present; 
expansor gecondariorum absent; ghUaeus primus extending over bi- 
ceps; gall bladder lacking; powder downs absent; skull broad, the 
zygoma spreading and distinctly angular, the interorbital breadth 
great; braincase high; frontals medially concave; premaxillary 
short, only 37 per cent of total length of skull ; palate perfectly des- 
mognathous; maxillo-palatines relatively broad and subtriangular, 
ankylosed with each other and with the vomer; palatines much in- 
flated posteriorly and across their middle portion, not meeting except 
at their hind ends, the foramina in their middle portion small, their 
lateral outines little constricted medially, their antero-external proc- 
esses long and slender, their antero-internal processes reaching to the 
maxillo-palatines; vomer long, slender, and pointed at its anterior 
end ; basipterygoid processes well developed ; rictal bristles wanting. 

The type genus of this family is Chordeiles Swainson. 

The geographical range of the family is as follows : South Amer- 
ica, Central America, North America, and the West Indies; thus 
practically all of the Neotropical and Nearctic zoogeographical 
regions. 

The genera to be included in the family Chordeilidae have already 



In making comparisons of the skulls of Chordeiles with those of 
several genera of true Caprimulgidae some interesting facts concern- 
ing the latter family were discovered. The current genus Antra- 
stomas Bonaparte, by many authors considered to include a well- 
known group of American species, by others united with Caprim/ul- 
gus, is not only perfectly distinct from the latter, but is itself divisible 
into two very divergent groups. In the following comparisons the 
skulls of only three species, Caprimulgus europaeus, Anirosiomus 



' Character* common to all Caprlmiilgi arc omitted. 

187S2*— BolL SB— 14 % 
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caroli/nensia, and "AntroBtouMta " vociferus, have been used, but skills 
of a considerable number of other American and Old World species 
have been examined. All comparisons with Cwprvmulgw, however, 
are entirely with Caprtrmilgug ewropaeus (see pi. l,fig. 1), the typo of 
Oaprimndgus Linnaeus, 1 for it is plain that the genus Caprimulgus, 
even restricted to Old World species, is a very heterogeneous group, 
and much in need of careful revision, for which the writer has at 
present neither time nor adequate available material. 

In the first place, Antrostomw carolinetms (see pi. 2, fig. 1), the 
type by subsequent designation 9 of the genus Antrostomus Bona- 
parte," and apparently the only member of this group as I now re- 
strict it, differs greatly from Gaprinvidgus in both cranial and 
external characters, and is really more closely related to Nycttdrorrvua 
than to either Caprim/ulgw or Setoehalcis.* Its diagnosis is as 
follows : 

Genus ANTROSTOMUS Bonaparte. 

Similar to Caprimulgus Linnaeus, but interorbital region of 
frontals narrower; palatines of very different shape, the distance 
from their posterior border to the posterior ends of the foramina in 
their middle portion much greater, nearly double, and these openings 
much smaller; the inflated posterior parts of the palatines them- 
selves produced on each side considerably farther back than at the 
median line, thus more drawn to a point, and the postero-external 
outline of palatines laterally much less convex, in fact almost straight ; 
vomer broader, and pointed, instead of bluntly rounded, at its anterior 
end; maxillo-palatines longer and relatively narrower, more strap- 
shaped, less shoe-shaped or hook-like; the palatal opening between 
the halves of the premaxillary smaller and more regularly oval; 
rictal bristles with long and conspicuous lateral filaments ; tail more 
rounded; and pterylosis different.* 

All the other American goatsuckers commonly referred to the 
genus Antrostomus, excluding those recently removed to other genera 
by Mr. Robert Ridgway," agree, so far as I have been able to exam- 
ine them, very closely in external generic characters, but I have seen 
the skull of only " Antrostom/ua " vociferus, from which I have drawn 
the cranial characters for this group. Since there are external 
generic differences distinguishing all these species from both Cap- 
rimulgvs and An&roBtomm (carolmensis) , and likewise so many and 
such excellent cranial characters in "Antrostomus " vociferus (see 

i Caprlmuloui Llnnaeua, Byst Nat,, ed. 10, toL 1, 1T68, p. 193 (type, by tautonymj, 
Caprimulgus europaeus Llnnnua) . 
* Gray, List Qen. Bird*, 1840, p. T. 
■ Bonaparte, Qoog. and Comp. Idst Birds Europe and North Amer., 1838, p. S. 
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pi. 2, fig. 2), it seems necessary to separate all these American 
species under the name — 

SETOCHALCIS, 1 new genus. 

Somewhat resembling Antrostomua Bonaparte (as restricted 
above) , but interorbital region of f rentals much wider ; palatines with 
inflated posterior portion smaller, the postero-external angles more 
sharply pointed and little if any extended backward beyond the 
median part of the palatines ; vomer somewhat more sharply pointed ; 
maxillo-palatines smaller, shorter, less sharply pointed and much 
more widely separated ; the oval palatal opening between the halves 
of the premaxillary more elongate; pterygoids not so far separated 
from the basisphenoid, resting almost against it for the anterior half 
of their length; rictal bristles without lateral filaments; second 
primary (counting from the outermost) longest, the third but little 
shorter, the first considerably shorter than the third and about equal 
to the fourth (in Antroatomus the second primary is the longest, 
but the third is decidedly shorter, the first still a little shorter, but 
very much longer than the fourth) ; three primaries sinuate on their 
outer webs, instead of two as in Antrostomua; wing relatively shorter; 
and pterylosis different. 1 

Superficially similar to Gaprwmlgua Linnaeus, but palatines very 
differently shaped, the distance from their posterior border to the pos- 
terior ends of the foramina in their middle portion much greater, and 
these openings much smaller ; the postero-external angles of palatines 
much more sharply pointed, and the postero-external outline laterally 
much less convex, indeed nearly straight ; vomer broader, and pointed, 
instead of bluntly rounded, at its anterior end ; maxillo-palatines more 
oval or strap-like, not so shoe-shaped or hook-like, and much more 
widely separated; the palatal opening between the halves of the 
premaxillary smaller, narrower, more oval (less ovate) ; pterygoids 
not so far separated from the basisphenoid, but resting almost against 
it for the anterior half of their length ; second primary (Counting from 
the outermost) longest, the third only a little less, the first consider- 
ably shorter than the third and about equal to the fourth (in 
Gaprimvlgua * the second primary is also the longest, but the third is 
decidedly shorter, the first still a little shorter or equal, but very 
much longer than the fourth) ; three primaries sinuate on their 
outer webs, instead of two as in Caprinvulffvs; tail more rounded; 
wing relatively shorter. 

The type of this genus is Oaprimulgut vooiferue "Wilson. 

i i(c, wit, tinea; xMr, avis nootoraa, 
» See Clark, Ank, vol. IS, 1901, pp. 168-18B. 

* It should be remembered that all these comparisons with Caprimulgtu refer to Capri- 
mulgui europamt only. See p. 10. 
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Its geographical range is as follows: South America, Central 
America, the West Indies, and North America excepting the northern 
and central western portions. 

The species and subspecies at present referred to this genus, of 
most of which the writer has examined skins, are as follows: 

Setochalcia sericocaudota (Cassin.) 1 

Setochalcia rufa rufa (Boddaert). 

Setochalcia rufa otiosa (Bangs). 

Setochalcia saturoia (Salvin), 

Setochalcia bodia (Bangs and Peck). 1 

Setochalcia solvini {Hartert). 1 

Setochalcia cubonenaia (Lawrence). 

Setochalcia vocifera vocifera (Wilson). 

Setochalcia vocifera arizonae (Brewster).* 

Setochalcia vocifera macromystaa (Wagler).* 

Setochalcia vocifera oaxacae (Nelson) . B 

Setochalcia vocifera chtapenaia (Nelson). 

Setochalcia ridgwoyi rld-gwoyi (Nelson). 

Setochalcia ridgwayi goldmani (Nelson) - T 
Phytogeny. — The genus ChordeUea, like the American branch of 
the family Caprimulgidae, is of South American origin. This is evi- 
dent from the facte that two of its three species, ChordeUea acutipennia 
and ChordeUea rupeatria, are still permanently resident there; that 
the forms of ChordeUea acutipennia which live in Central America 
and Mexico are more or less migratory; and, futhennore, that Chor- 
deUea virginimus, the remaining species, though at present entirely 
West Indian and North American in its distribution during the 
breeding season, returns entirely to South America to pass the winter. 
It seems probable that the present genus with its two nearest ge- 
neric allies, NonnochordeUca and Nyctiprogne, had a common im- 
mediate ancestor; though, perhaps, NannochordeUea, which is really 

'This lg the original spelling of the specific name. 

■ This la apparently the aame aa the subsequent Antrealemiu nelson* Bldgway (Proc 
BloL Soc. Wash., vol. 25, Hay 4, 1912, p. BO). 

• Thla Is the same aa Anlrowtomut notabUU Nelson, of later date, 

• This Is a perfectly good rare, differing from Betochalcia vooifera maoromyttav of the 
eastern, central, and south central parts of Mexico, from southern Coahnlla to Guerrero, 
In lighter and more brownish coloration both above and below. It was originally de- 
scribed by Mr. William Brewster as Aatroatomus vootfatu arlzonae (Ball. Nuttsll Orn. 
dob, vol. e, 1881, p. 09) from the Chu-leahoa. Mountains In southern Arteona. It range* 
north to southern Arlaona and central western Texas ; west to Artaona ; south to Jalisco, 
Mexico ; east to Durango, Mexico, and central western Texas. 

■This Is CapHmuigui mnoroin yttaa W&gler (Isla, 1881, coL 688), which has no more 
speciflc locality than " Mexico." Since, In Tiew of the several aabspeciflc forms since 
described. It Is desirable to have a more definite type-locality, ire designate as anch 
Mount Orizaba, Puebla, Mexico. 

• Still known from only the type specimen, a female, and If distinct from Setochalcia 
vocifera macromyatna Wagler, Is certainly but a subspecies Of Setochalcia vocifera. 

' Clearly not more than snbspcclflcallj different from setoohalcit Hdgv;ayt. 
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a small, somewhat modified ChordeUea, is a more direct offspring of 
the latter group. 

The real relationship and therefore the origin of the three species 
of ChordeUea is a problem of some difficulty. It seems probable, 
however, that ChordeUea virginumua, to have become, in structure, 
pattern of coloration, and color so well differentiated specifically from 
both ChordeUea ocutipennia and ChordeUea rupeatria; to have estab- 
lished itself entirely outside of South America; to have spread over 
and permanently occupied as a summer home so large an area ; and to 
have become modified into so many geographic races, notwithstand- 
ing the very brief period in each year during which the modifying in- 
fluences could be operative, most be a relatively ancient species. On 
the other hand, ChordeUea ocutipennia, less stable than ChordeUea 
virginionua in structural characters, less dispersed into territory 
where it is migratory, modified into fewer subspecific forms, and 
these less strongly differentiated from the parent stock, and still 
largely resident in South America, seems to be of more recent origin. 
But Chordeiles rupeatria, which is very different from ChordeUea 
ocutipennia in pattern of coloration and in structure, and which 
occupies approximately the same area in South America, probably, 
therefore, developed simultaneously from the same ancestor. Fur- 
thermore, the close superficial resemblance in color and markings 
which ChordeUea ocutipennia ocutipennia from northern South 
America bears to ChordeUea virginionua minor from Jamaica and 
Cuba is at least suggestive, if not significant. Thus we naturally 
arrive at the hypothesis that all three species of ChordeUea were de- 
rived from a common ancestor, probably resembling ChordeUea vir- 
ginionua in structure and ChordeUea ocutipenma in coloration, but 
now extinct, from which ChordeUea virginionua first became differ- 
entiated, and afterwards both ChordeUea ocutipennis and ChordeUea 
rupeatris, the latter so greatly specialized, as it is now seen to be in color 
pattern, by some unknown agency, possibly individual variation and 
subsequent fortuitous, temporary segregation. The only region where 
the two species, ChordeUea viroinianua and ChordeUea ocutipennia, 
occupy a common breeding area is in the southwestern United 
States and extreme northern Mexico. Here the former seems to have 
immigrated first, and from the north and east; while afterwards 
ChordeUea ocutipennia^ then a perfectly distinct species, extended its 
range northward from southern Mexico until it overlapped that of 
ChordeUea virginiamua, and it seems to be still pushing northward. 

Sequence of forma. — An ideal linear sequence of species and sub- 
species, which shall show their proper phylogenetic relationship, is, 
however, desirable, probably out of the question in a complicated 
group like the genus ChordeUea, As some such arrangement is, of 
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course, necessary for the sake of convenience, and as it is more satis- 
factory for a list or technical treatise to begin the catalogue of sub- 
species under each species with the " typical," or rather the first-de- 
scribed race, the name of which the species as a whole bears, the 
writer has tried to arrange the subspecific forms in as natural an order 
as is possible under these circumstances, and this sequence he has fol- 
lowed in the detailed treatment of the forms of the genus. 

A linear arrangement more satisfactory from the standpoint of re- 
lationship may, of course, be obtained by disregarding the purely 
arbitrary placing of the first-described form of a species at the head 
of the list of subspecies. Such a list, with due regard for the phy- 
togeny and present-day affinities of both species and subspecies, and 
one which seems to the writer to express, as eloquently as a mere list 
can, their known or assumed relationships, is as follows: 

ChordeUes virginianus minor. 

ChordeUes virginianus vicinus. 

Ckordeiles virginianus chapmani. 

Ckordeiles virginianus aserriensis. 

ChordeUes virginianus virginianus. 

ChordeUes virginianus hesperis. 

ChordeUes virginianus sennetti. 

ChordeUes virginianus howeUi. 

ChordeUes virginianus henryi. 

ChordeUes acutipennis acutipennis. 

ChordeUes acutipennis exUis. 

ChordeUes acutipennis tnicromeris. 

ChordeUes acutipennis texensis. 

ChordeUes acutipennis inferior. 

ChordeUes rupestris rupestris. 

ChordeUes rupestris xyostictus. 

ChordeUes rupestris saleucus. 

The necessity of beginning in each species with the oldest or lowest 
form brings into juxtaposition, in a linear arrangement, the lowest 
or oldest form of any one species with the highest or most recent 
form of the preceding species, but there seems to be no better way. 
In the above list this is most noticeable with regard to Chordeilea 
virginianus and ChordeUes acutipennis, for, of the races of the 
former, ChordeUes virginianus minor is undoubtedly the one most 
closely allied to ChordeUes acutipennis acutipennis, though of neces- 
sity placed farthest from it serially. 

The sequence of subspecies under each species is also difficult to ex- 
press in a single linear list, owing to the fact that some races are 
about equally related to two or three others. Thus in the case of 
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Chordeiles virginianus the subspecies are properly placed in their 
phylogenetic order as far as the fourth, for ChordeUea virginiamis 
aserriensis is surely a pale form derived from Chordeiles virginianus 
chapmani. But Chordeiles virginianus virginianus is without doubt 
also an offshoot from Chordeiles virginianus chapmam, and subspecifi - 
cally not very closely allied to ChordeUes virginianus aserriensis. The 
rest follow in their presumed natural order. 

In Chordeiles acutipennis a practically natural order is possible, 
the only races which require comment in this connection being 
Chordeiles acutipennis acutipennis and Chordeiles acutipennis exiMs. 
Were the linear sequence to be strictly geographical, that of the first 
three races of Chordeiles acutipennis would be Chordeiles a. exiMs, 1 
Chordeiles a. acutipennisy Chordeiles a. micromeris; for the first is 
geographically isolated from the Central American form not only by 
a hiatus in the breeding range but by the interpolation of Chordeiles 
acutipennis acutipennis. This race, Chordeiles acutipennis exiHs, 1 is, 
however, in some characters a departure from Chordeiles acutipennis 
acutipennis in the direction of Chordeiles acutipennis micromeris, 
though not exactly intermediate, and is probably the result of envi- 
ronmental conditions somewhat similar to those of the last-mentioned 
form. 

In the case of Chordeiles rupeatris, the material is so limited that 
only a suggestive opinion is possible. If all the characters of Chor- 
deiles rupestris xyostictus* and Chordeiles rupestris zoleucus* par- 
ticularly of the latter, prove constant in a larger series, the former is 
probably the one most closely allied to Chordeiles rupestris rupestris, 
since it differs only in colors, whereas Chordeiles rupestris soleucus 
differs also in pattern of coloration. 

Species and subspecies.— -There seem to be only three specific types 
referable to the genus Chordeiles, namely, virginianus, acutipennis, 
and rupeatris; but these are so trenchantly different from each other 
both structurally and in pattern of coloration that there can be no 
question of their entire distinctness. All the other forms are clearly 
subspecies. The 17 forms here recognized are distributed as follows : 
Chordeiles virginianus, with 9 races; Chordeiles acutipennis, with 5; 
and Chordeiles rupeatris, with 3. For convenience of reference a list 
of all these, with their type localities, is added here: 
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Num. 


Type-locality. 




BEsturu VIrglula. 

Baar Lata, San BamardlDO Mountains, niittum 

California. 
SO mOM west Of tin Pembina Mountafng, owtnU 

northam North Dakota. 
Ltpsoomb, nortb wastarn Ton. 










ntiuirifhinhfiitiiMiniiiifciiifi' 


Valley of AhrI Btw, moi BU Jot*, Casta Bfca. 

GalntsvIUa, northern Florida. 












Cayam» t French Guiana. 










Ringgold Barracks, near Rio Grand* Cttj, aoothern 

Trionfo, southern Lower Calltomia, Meiico. 
Kooky lalands of the Bio Negro, northern Braall. 
Bogota, Colombia, 
Febee, northern Peru. 













1 New subspecies ; Bee p. 57. 



1 New inbipedn ; aee p. 109. 
•New subspecies; sec p. 116. 
'New anbapedel; see p. 118. 



Recognition of subspecies. — All but two of the forms here treated 
as subspecies are found to intergrade with some one or even several 
other forms, either by gradual mergence across an intermediate geo- 
graphic area, or if isolated on islands or elsewhere, then by individual 
variation, and in the first case not infrequently both geographically 
and individually, so that each species is made up of a complete chain 
of connected races. The two exceptions mentioned are ChordeUes 
rupestris xyostictus * and ChordeUes rupestris soleucus,* both being 
little-known birds of probably limited distribution, the characters 
of which are such as reasonably presuppose their subspecific, rather 
than specific, relationship, for which reason we have here assigned 
them such a rank. 

The problem of the number of subspecies to be recognized is, as 
in the case of similar wide ranging and plastic animals, a somewhat 
difficult one, particularly in ChordeUes virginianus and ChordeUes 
acutipennis. The great individual variation seriously complicates 
the situation, for however few may be the subspecific divisions of 
particularly these two species, such subspecies will more or less 
overlap those of one or more others, hence the characters can in no 
case be more than average. There are, notwithstanding this exces- 
sive and troublesome individual variation, well-marked geographic 
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differences which, upon examination of proper series, are apparent 
at a glance ; and there are also other geographic variations, not very 
evident, except by careful study, and which may or may not have 
special significance according to the attitude of the investigator. 
The nominal designation of these small and apparently more or less 
ephemeral differences may, it seems to me, properly be left until future 
time and study shall make such a course advantageous. For the pres- 
ent purpose, therefore, the writer has contented himself with recog- 
nizing in nomenclature such differences of size, pattern, and color as 
appear to maintain during the breeding season a fair average differ- 
entiation and uniformity over an isolated or reasonably different or 
extensive geographic area. The results, while they thus bring into 
evidence probably all the significant geographic variations of the 
several species, at least in so far as the available material warrants, 
are at the same time not excessive subdivision. Fewer subspecies 
would obscure interesting geographic variations, with little or no 
gain in the ease of identification of given specimens; more would 
seem, from the outlook of our present material, superfluous and 
inadvisable. 

Identification of specimens. — The naming of subspecies is most 
important in that it brings into prominence the facts of geographic 
distribution and evolution and provides convenient handles for their 
use. In the case of migratory birds it furnishes a means, often of 
great value, sometimes indispensable, of tracing their wanderings. 

Given any certain number of races, therefore, of a CKordeUes or 
species of any other genus, with a mass of undetermined material, 
it naturally follows that proper identification must precede any use 
of the facts which such material exhibits. This, however, in difficult 
groups, like Chordeiles, is often a matter of considerable difficulty, 
and for satisfactory results requires a good series of authentic speci- 
mens for comparison, coupled with a thorough knowledge of differ- 
ential characters and variations. In the present genus, so great and 
so complicated is the variation of individuals, sex, and age, that it 
is absolutely necessary to make comparisons with specimens of the 
same sex and age and with typical series. On this account very full 
comparisons are, in the following pages, made under the head of each 
subspecies. As is always the case with subspecies, the differences 
separating which are only average, there are specimens in nearly all 
the races of Chordeiles, which individually are not separable from 
certain individuals of some other race. With breeding birds of 
this kind identification is in most cases comparatively easy, for 
if their respective localities are within the known range of any sub- 
species they are, of course, identifiable as individual variants of such 
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subspecies. But birds from intermediate areas require more careful 
examination, and often a series from a locality is necessary for 
their proper allocation. Since, however, the certain breeding period 
of ChordeUea is comparatively so short, most of the specimens col- 
lected are either migrants or not surely breeding birds, and their 
suhspecific determination becomes often a matter of great difficulty, 
and sometimes of more or less uncertainty as well. 

For obvious reasons an attempt has been made to name every 
specimen handled in the present investigation, and the results are 
contained in the lists of specimens under each subspecies. With 
such a large proportion of specimens of unknown breeding origin, 
in a group which presents so many puzzling and overlapping vari- 
ations as do the subspecies of ChordeUea virginiamu and ChordeUea 
acutipennie, it is too much to hope that I have correctly placed 
every single individual of the large number that I have examined; 
but I have carefully scrutinized and compared every one, so that the 
final determination as printed represents, in each individual case, 
the best opinion I can offer with the means at my present disposal. 
Some doubtful specimens have been identified and reidentified dur- 
ing the progress of the work as many as six or eight times, not 
always, it must be admitted, with the same result 1 In instances such 
as those mentioned above, where a given variant specimen can be 
matched by individuals belonging to two or even more races, the 
specimen has been assigned to that form by the average subspecific 
characters of which it is most closely approached; and, in deter- 
raining this, both the average of single characters among individuals 
of the same form, and an average of all the differential characters 
of the given subspecies are taken into consideration. This seems to 
be the only logical way to treat such cases, and by it we probably 
much more closely approximate the truth than by any other method. 

Variation. — The species of this genus have a wide range of all 
kinds of variation excepting seasonal, which is at a minimum, due 
partly to the comparatively little abrasion to which the plumage 
is subject; partly to the great similarity of freshly molted birds 
to those in worn plumage, for there are, on the fresh feathers, 
no differently colored tips or edges to wear off; and partly, in the 
case of a semiannual molt, to the sameness of successive adult 
plumages. 

Individual variation is often so great as seriously to complicate the 
problem of geographic forms, as well as to render difficult the 
identification of specimens. Furthermore it is just as great in the 
sedentary as in the migrant forms. This is, however, fully treated 
under the various species and subspecies. 

Sexual differences are about equally great in all the species. In 
ChordeUea ocutipenms and ChordeUea virginianua they are of very 
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similar kind, and are mostly differences of color; while in Ghordeiles 
rupestns they consist more in the pattern of coloration. 

The variation due to age is likewise about the same in Ghordeiles 
virginiamte and Ghordeiles acutipennis, and is so great that there is 
no difficulty at all in distinguishing immature from adult birds. The 
immature plumages of Ghordeiles rupestris appear to be unknown, 
but their relative differences are probably much the same as those of 
the other species of the genus. * 

Geographic variation is not so great as in many other birds of even 
less but otherwise similar geographic range but of greater plasticity. 
This variation has been kept down in part, doubtless, by the extensive 
migration of the northern forms ; bat it probably can not be fully ac- 
counted for in such a way, since the species least or not at all migra- 
tory, Ghordeiles acutipemm and Ghordeiles rupestria, are seen to 
be, if anything, less variable than the highly migratory ChordeUea 
virginianus. Apparently such a condition of limited geographic vari- 
ation is induced also by the excessive individual variation in species 
of this genus; by their inherent smaller degree of plasticity; as well 
as by the phylogenetic age of the species, as compared with those of 
other genera. The last may also be a determining factor in the species 
of Ghordeiles, as compared with each other; and if Ghordeiles aeuti- 
penms and ChordeUes rupestris are of more recent evolution than 
Ghordeiles virginianus, as seems probable, this may be, in geographic 
variation, an offset to their more sedentary habits. 

General habits. — The nighthawks of this genus are birds of the 
open country. Being strong of wing, they are of easy though power- 
ful flight, and spend much time in die air, where they obtain most of 
their insect food, which their great mouths admirably fit them to 
scoop in while on the wing. Their feet are weak, and not well 
adapted to perching in the ordinary way ; so the birds rarely alight 
high up in trees, but crouch on the ground or other flat surface, on 
posts, fence-rails, rocks, prostrate trees, or low branches; and, when 
on a branch, log or fence-rail, sit almost invariably lengthwise of the 
perch. 

These nighthawks build no nest, but deposit their two well-mottled 
eggs on the ground or similar places. The young are practically 
helpless for some time after birth. 

Unfortunately these birds furnish a good mark for the hunter, and 
often on this account fall to the gun of the sportsman or pot-hunter. 
They deserve a much better fate, for they are beneficial birds, living 
almost entirely, if not exclusively, on insects. 

History. — The earliest account of any species of this genus is by 
Catesby, 1 who in 1743 described ChordeUes virginiamts as the 

1 Nat. Hist. Carolina, Florida, and Bahama Islands, vol. 2, Appendix, 1743, p. 16, pi. 10. 
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" Whippoorwill, Caprimulgus minor Americanus? The South Amer- 
ican Chordeiles acutipeimis was first brought to notice by Buffon, 1 
who gave, under the name " I/Engoulevent acutipenne de la Guyane," 
a description and a brief note on its habits. Both these species, when 
subsequently given a binomal name, were referred to the genus 
Caprimulgus Linnaeus, as was also a third species described later by 
Spix* as Caprimulgus rupestris. Swainson was the first author to 
recognize their structural differences from Caprimulgus, and first 
separated the nighthawks generically as Chordeiles.' Another spe- 
cies, described as ChordeUes pusUtus,* has since been made the type of 
a new genus NannochordeUcs by Dr. E. Hartert. 8 Further species 
which have been at one time or another by some authors referred to 
Chordeiles, but which all belong in other genera, are SiphonorMs 
americanus, Nyctiprogne leucopyga, Nytipolmx hirundinaceus,* Luro- 
calis semitorguatus, Lurocalis nattereri, and Nyctibius leucopterus. 

Nomenclature. — Swainson's name for this generic group, Chor- 
deUes, first proposed by him in 1832, T is by several years the earliest 
appellation, and is of undoubted application, since it is monotypic, 
and has for its type by original designation " ChordeUes virgwianus 
{Caprimulgus americanus WUs.)," which is, of course, none other 
than Caprimulgus virgimanus Gmelin. A subsequent generic name 
is Microrhynchus Lesson," type by monotypy, Caprimulgus exUis 
Lesson ; but besides being 11 years antedated by Chordeiles Swainson 
is, furthermore, untenable under any circumstances by reason of 
Microrhynchm Dejean," a genus of Coleoptera, and Microrhynchus 
Bell, 10 a genus of Crustacea. In 1857 Bonaparte, either unaware of 
Microrhynchus Lesson, or considering it unusable, proposed Ram- 
pfiaoratus u in the following fashion : 

9. Rampiaoratus, Bp. 
86. truncatus, Bp. Mu». Br. 

icaltercMlatvst .Tardin. 
36. exllls, Less. 

pruinosus, Tscbudi). 

From this it is evident that he intended to include two species : 
the first an undescribed form to be based on specimens in the British 
Museum, and which he regards as probably or possibly identical with 

1 Hist. Nat dea Otseanx, orfg. ed., vol. 1779, pp. 647-548. 
•Avium Spec. Nov. Braa., vol. 2, 1825, p. 2, pi. 2. 
■Fauna Bor.-Amer., vol. 2, 1831 (1632), p. 486. 
•Gould, Pioc Zool. SOC Loud., 1801, p. 182. 

• Ibis, July, 1896, p. .'(74. 

• See p. 97. 

'Fauna Bor.-Amer., vol. 2, 1881 (1882), p. 496. 

■L'Bcho da Monde Savant, July 16, 1843, col. 109, 

•Catalogue des Coleoptftrea, 1621, p. 98 (Megerle US.). 
■ Proc. Zool. Soc. Loud., 1886, p. 88. 
"Biviita Contemporanea, vol, 9, February, 1867, p. 216 (p. 9 of reprint). 
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"cabercutatua" Jardine, this undoubtedly a misprint for [Capri- 
mtilgua] labeculatus Jardine, a synonym of ChordeUea amttipennie ; 
and the second species, CaprimwZgua exilis Lesson, with which he 
gynonymizes Caprwtmlgua prvinoaua Tschudi. Since Hts&Ramphaora- 
tv& truncatua of Bonaparte is a nomen nudum, it leaves Coprimulgua 
exilis Lesson as the virtually monotypic type of Ramphaovatue. 

The generic term ChordeUea has, like so many others, suffered at 
the hands of emenders, who, in seeking to " improve " the name, have 
in some cases made it worse. This is an excellent example of the 
impossibility of formulating any satisfactory rule for the emenda- 
tion of names, because, as in the present instance, there are often 
several different ways of spelling the same word, by varying the 
terminations, all of which are orthographically and classically cor- 
rect, and merely a matter of preference. The best course, therefore, 
from die standpoint of either reason or convenience, is to adhere to 
the original spelling of generic names, even though in some instances 
this be, from a classical point of view, evidently wrong. The name 
Chordeiles has been spelled in at least five different ways, including 
the original, and under the International Code of Nomenclature most 
of these would be regarded, so far as their form is concerned, as 
tenable generic terms. Mr. G. R. Gray in 1840 1 first changed the 
name to ChordeUua, designating the type, as in the original Chor- 
deUea, Caprimulgus virginianua Gmelin. Next Tschudi in 1846* 
spelled it ChordUea, and included only "Ch\ordUea'\. am&torgwtw 
Cab.," which is, of course, the same as Coprimulgua exUia Lesson. 
In 1847 * Cabanis emended it to ChordedUea, and the type of this is, 
of course, the same as that of the original Chordeiles. In 1869 * "Mi. 
G. R. Gray credits Cabanis with the orthography K ChordedUu*, n 
supposedly used in 1861 ; but, after careful search, I have not been 
able to locate the reference. There may be still other spellings of 
ChordeUea buried in the literature, but I have been unable to discover 
them. 

The word ChordeUea is derived from the Greek xopB?, a string (of 
a lyre or other musical instrument), and St&rj, evening, or twilight; 
and the longer forms of the word, ChordedUea and ChordedUua, 
are better, orthographically, than the contraction ChordeUea. This, 
however, does not, of course, concern us in the scientific use of the 
name. 

Literature. — Few extended papers on this genus have appeared, 
and most of its literature consists of scattered notes on the species, 
often in connection with birds of other genera and families, in 

» Llit Genera Birds, 1840, p. 7. 

■ Fauna. Peruana, Ornlth., 1848, p. 21. 

■ [Wlegmum's] Arcbiv for Nature., ml. 13, pt. 1, November, 1847, p. 346. 
'Hand-List Geo. Spec. Blrdl, vol. 1, 1889, p. 61. 
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faunal papers or books on birds of large groups or extended geo- 
graphic areas. The two most valuable articles on the genus as a 
whole are, of course, Dr. Hartert's account in the Catalogue of Birds 
in the British Museum, and in the Tierreich. Full citation of these 
and the other more important papers dealing wholly or in part 
with the birds of the present genus are given in the following chrono- 
logical list, from which, however, are omitted references to several 
of the original descriptions, since these can be found in the synonymy 
of the various forms of the genus : 

Sftx, J. B. — Avium Species Novae, qoas In ltinere per Braedllam annls 1817- 
1820 colleg. et descripslt ; vol. 2, 1826, p. 2, pi. 2. 

Cassis, John. — Illustrations of the Birds of California, Texas, Oregon, 
British and Russian America ; 1856, pp. 237-239. 

BuaiutBTEB, C H. C. — Systematlsche Uebersiclit der Thiere Braslllens, vol. 2, 
1866, pp. 393-397. 

Baird, S. F. — Reports of Explorations and Surveys to Ascertain the most 
Practicable and Economical Route for a Railroad from tne Mississippi River to 
the Pacific Ocean, vol. 9, 1858, pp. 160-153. 

Sclater, P. L. — Notes upon the .American Caprlmulghue. Subfamily III. 
Caprlmulgtiue. Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 1866, pp. 
181-136. 

Pelzeln, August von. — Zur Ornltfcologie BrasUiens, 1 Abth., 1868, p. 14. 

Baibd, S. F. ; Brewer, T. M. ; and Ridgwat, R. — History of North American 
Birds; Land Birds, vol. 2, 1874, pp. 399-408. 

Taczanowski, Ladislas. — Ornltbologie dn Perou, vol. 1, 1884. pp. 210-216. 

Coues, Elliott. — Key to North American Birds, second edition, 1884, pp. 463- 
466. 

Shuteldt, R. W. — Contribution to the Comparative Osteology of the Tro- 
chllldre, Caprimnlgldte, and Cypselldaj. Proceedings of the Zoological Society 
of London. 1885, pp. 886-916, pis. 68-61. 

Ridgwat, Robert. — Manual of North American Birds, 1887, pp. 297, 300-301. 

Cooes, Elliott. — New Forms of North American ChordUes. Auk, vol. 5, 
January, 1888, p. 37. 

Hartert, Ernst. — Chordefles. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Mu- 
seum, VOL 16, 1892, pp. 521, 609-618. 

Salvin, Osbert ; and Godman, F. D. — Blologia Centrall-Amerlcana ; Aves, vol. 
2, November, 1894, pp. 395-398. 

Bekdibe, Charles. — Life Histories of North American Birds, from the Par- 
rots to the Crackles, with Special Reference to their Breeding Habits and Egga, 
1896, pp. 163-174. 

Hartert, Ernst. — Das Tierreich. I. Lleferung: Podargidae, Capri mulgldae, 
und Macropterygtdae, 1897, pp. 18-21. 

Beddard, F. E. — The Structure and Classification of Birds, 1898, pp. 234-242. 

Comes, Elliott. — Key to North American Birds, fifth edition, vol. 2, 1903, pp. 
663, 568-670. 

Heixmayr, C. E.— -The Birds of the Rio Madeira. Novitatea Zoologicae, vol. 
1910, p. 878. 

Key to species and subspecies. — The following key to the forms of 
Chordeiles is confessedly but little more than a comparative state- 
ment of characters, although purposely rather full ; and while it may 
in some cases suffice for the identification of a bird in hand, its main 
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purpose is, of course, to aid in comparison of specimens. So dim- 
cult, in fact, are the birds of this genus, that, owing to the wide range 
of individual and other variation in them all, it is quite out of the 
question to prepare a satisfactory key for use without recourse to 
properly determined material. The present attempt at a key is based 
entirely on adults, since the juveniles are not represented completely 
enough in our series to be included. This key is, of course, dieho- 
tomous, and first sets off the forms of each species, then the sexes of 
each. 

KEY TO THE SPECIES AND SUBSPECIES 0P CHOBDKLLEfl, BASED OR ADULTS. 

o*. Abdomen and crissum pure white; Jugulum pale grayish; basal portion of 

tall, secondaries, and of inner primaries largely white; 3 outer primaries 

without white or huffy spots; axillars and part of under wlng-coverts pure 

white. {ChordeUea rupeatrla.) 

V. Larger; fourth primary (counting from outermost) without a white spot; 

tail with much less brown at base and elsewhere; dark brown tips of 

rectrices not mottled with paler. {Males.) 

&. Upper parts darker ChordeUea rupestris zoleucua. 

c*. Upper parts lighter. 
d'. Somewhat smaller ; upper surface much darker, the deep brown mark- 
ings fiacldedly larger ; breast much less heavily spotted, sometimes 

even nearly Immaculate ChordeUea rupextrU rvpeatria. 

d\ Somewhat larger; upper surface much lighter, the deep brown mark- 
ings decidedly smaller; breast much more heavily spotted. 

Chord-cites rupeatris atyoaUctua. 

0*. Smaller; fourth primary with usually a spot of white; tall with more 

brown at base and elsewhere; dark brown tips of rectrices mottled with 

paler. (Females.) 

&. More grayish above; white spot on inner vane of fourth primary very 

large and reaching shaft; inner webs of rectrices with large dark 

brown spots or broad bars ChordeUea rupeatria zaleucua. 

c*. More ochraceous or buffy above; white spot on inner vane of fourth 
primary absent or very small and not reaching shaft 
(f. Larger; upper surface lighter, less heavily marked with dark brown; 

breast more heavily spotted ChordeUea rupeatria seyoattetua. 

d'. Smaller; upper surface darker, more heavily marked with dark 

brown ; breast less heavily spotted ChordeUea rvpeatria rupettria. 

b* Abdomen and crissum barred with blackish or brown ; Jugulum dark brown 
or blackish; basal portion of tall, secondaries, and of inner primaries not 
nearly all white, but mostly brown ; 8 outer primaries with a large white 
or buffy spot; aiillars and all of under wlng-coverts heavily barred with 
dark brown or blackish. 
Jr. White or buffy patch on usually 4 outer primaries situated between the 
tips of the fifth and eighth primaries (counting from the outermost); 
primary coverts and outer webs of primaries and secondaries with con- 
spicuous spots or bars of buff or ochraceous; first (outermost) primary 
usually shorter than second. ( ChordeUea aoutlpeimia.) 
c\ Larger; wing speculum larger and white; a white subtermlnal bar on 
tail; throat-patch white. {Males.) 
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d*. Size greater (wing averaging more than 180 mm.). 

Chordeilet acutipennit texenri*. 
d*. Size smaller (wing averaging lew than 178 mm.). 
e\ Lower parts darker, more heavily barred. 

Chordeilet acutipennit acutipennit. 
e*. Lower parts lighter, less heavily barred. 
f. Smaller (wing averaging tinder 160 mm.); pale bare on under 
side of tall more whitish; light bars on posterior lower parts 

averaging wider Chordeilet acutipennit ezilit. 

f. Larger (wing averaging over 165 mm.) ; pale bars on under side 
of tail more butty or ochraceoiiB; light bars on posterior lower 
parts averaging narrower. 
g\ Light bars on tall broader ; size averaging larger. 

Chordeilet acutipennit inferior. 
0*. Light bars on tall narrower ; alee averaging smaller. 

Chordeilet acutipennit mictomerit. 
c". Smaller; wing speculum smaller, and buff or largely so; no white sub- 
terminal bar on tall; throat-patch buff or ochraceous. {Females.) 
&'. Large (wing usually more than 174 mm., averaging over 170 mm.). 

Chordeilet acutipennit texentU. 
d". Small (wing usually less than 168 mm., averaging under 170 mm.). 
e*. Above darker; lower surface darker and posteriorly more heavily 

barred; size smaller ChordeUes acutipennit acutipennia. 

e*. Below paler; lower surface lighter and less heavily barred; size 
greater. 
A Larger (wing averaging more than 166 mm.) ; light bars on tail 

broader OhordeOet acutipennit inferior. 

f. Smaller (wing averaging less than 163 mm.) ; light bars on tall 
narrower. 
g". Posterior lower parts darker; size greater. 

Chordeilet acutipennit m4cromerit. 
g*. Posterior lower parts lighter ; size smaller. 

Chordeilet acutipennit ewilit. 
b*. White or buffy patch on usually 5 outer primaries situated between the 
tips of the seventh and tenth primaries ; primary coverts and outer webs 
of primaries and of secondaries without spots or bars of buff or ochrace- 
oas, or with at most faint markings; first primary usually longer than 
second. (Chordeiles virginianut.) 
o*. Larger; alar speculum larger, and plain white wlthont dusky markings; 
ft white subtermlnal bar on tall; gular crescent pure white; lower 
parts less buffy. (Moles.) 
d*. Light mottllngs of upper surface deeply tawny, 
e*. Posterior lower parts paler, more buffy or whitish; upper surface 
lighter; size larger (wing averaging 199.7 nun.). 

Chordeilet virginianut henryi. 
e*. Posterior lower parts darker, more ochraceous or tawny; upper 
surface darker ; size smaller ( wing averaging 168 mm. ) . 

Chordeilet virginianut minor. 
d* Light mottllngs of upper surface ochraceous buff or white, 
e*. Smaller (wing usually less than 188 mm.). 
f. Upper surface darker, the pale mottllngs much less numerous. 

Chordeilet virginianut chapmant. 
f. Upper surface lighter, the pale mottllngs much more numerous. 
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g\ Smaller (wing usually less than 176 mm.) ; upper parts darker. 

Chordeiles virginianus vioinus. 

if. Larger (wing usually more than 180 mm.) ; upper parts lighter. 

Chordeiles virginimus aserrienste. 

e*. Larger (wing usually more than 192 mm.). 

f. Upper surface darker, more blackish, the light mottllngs much 

less numerous Chordeiles virginianus virgtnianus. 

f. tipper surface lighter, more brownish, the light mottllngs much 
more numerous. 
a'. Above darker, the light mottlmgs less numerous. 

CkordeUes virgintetnux hesperis. 
(7*. Above lighter, the light mottllngs more numerous. 

h\ Dark brown of npper parte more rufescent, the light mott- 
llngs more ochraceous or buffy. 

Chordeiles virginianus homelU. 
h\ Dark brown of upper parts more grayish, the light mott- 
llngs more grayish or whitish. 

Chordeiles iHrginianus xennettl. 
o*. Smaller; alar speculum smaller, and more or less mottled with dusky; 
white snbtermlnal bar on tall absent or very narrow ; gular crescent 
buff or ochraceous; lower parts more buffy or ochraceons. (Females.) 
d\ Size small, the length of wing usually less than 186 mm., averaging 
less than 183 mm. 
e*. Upper surface paler (the ground color lighter and the light mark- 
ings lighter or much more numerous) ; lower parts lighter; pos- 
terior lower surface less heavily barred. 

Chordeiles virginianus aserriensis. 
e*. Upper surface darker (the ground color darker, and the light mark- 
ings more deeply colored or much lean numerous) ; lower parts 
darker ; posterior lower surface more heavily barred. 
f. Lower parts and light markings of upper surface more tawny or 
ochraceous; size smaller (wing averaging 168.7 mm.). 

Chordeiles virginianus minor. 
f. Lower parts and light markings of upper surface more grayish, or 
whitish; size larger (wing averaging over 172 mm.). 
p 1 . Larger (wing averaging 179.4 mm.) ; posterior lower parts more 
whitish (less ochraceous) ; upper surface darker (the ground 
color more deeply blackish, the light markings less numer- 
ous) Chordeiles virginianus ckapmani. 

0". Smaller (wing averaging 173.2 mm.) ; posterior lower parts less 
whitish (more ochraceous) ; upper surface lighter (the 
ground color less deeply blackish, the light markings more 

numerous) Chordeiles virginianus victim*. 

<i". Size large, the length of wing usually more than 190 mm., averaging 
more than 188 mm. 
e*. Upper surface more brownish, the light markings more ochraceons 
or tawny ; posterior under surface more buffy or ochraceons. 
f. Lower parts lighter, posteriority less ochraceous or buffy (more 
whitish) ; upper surface lighter. -Chordeiles virginianus howelU. 
f. Lower parts darker, posteriorly more ochraceous or buffy (less 
whitish) ; upper surface darker. -Chordeiles virginianus henryi. 
13782°— Bull. 86—14 3 
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e*. Upper surface more blackish, the light markings more whitish 
(less ochraceous or tawny) ; posterior under surface less buff; 
or ochraceous (more whitish). 
f. Under surface somewhat darker, more tinged with buffj or ochra- 
ceous; ground color of upper parts more blackish and the light 
markings less numerous and somewhat more ochraceous. 

Chordeilea virginianua virginianua. 
f. Under surface somewhat lighter, less tinged with butty or ochra- 
ceous ; ground color of upper parts more brownish and the light 
markings more numerous and somewhat more whitish (less 
ochraceous). 
g\ Dark ground color of upper surface more grayish and somewhat 
lighter ; light markings above more numerous and more gray- 
ish or whitish; lower surface slightly lighter. 

Chordeiles virginianua sennetti. 
0*. Dark ground color of upper surface more brownish and some- 
what darker; light markings above less numerous and more 
brownish, buffy or ochraceous ; lower surface slightly darker. 

Chordeiles virginianlg Kesperia, 



CHORDEH.ES VmomiAmrS (dunlin). 

[Caprimulgus] virginianva Gmeltit, Syst. Nat., vol. 1, pt 2, 1789, p. 1028 
(Virginia).' 
Cham. sp. (adult male). — Interorbital region of skull very broad; 
longitudinal ridges on the median portion of frontal bones not 
strongly developed; maxillo-palatines relatively rather broadly 
subtriangular ; vomer very narrow ; antero-exterior processes of the 
palatines moderately slender; pterygoids with a decided exterior 
angle near the anterior end, whereby the terminal portion is usually 
more or less parallel with the posterior border of the palatine, and 
nearly or quite in contact with the latter; first (outermost) primary 
■usually longer than the second; shortest secondary usually falling 
short of the tips of primary coverts by at least 5 mm. ; distance from 
bend of folded wing to end of shortest secondary nearly always less 
than from latter point to end of fourth primary (counting from the 
outermost) ; tips of rectrices rounded ; upper surface black or brown- 
ish black, mottled with whitish or buffy ; tail dark brown or blackish, 
irregularly barred with white, gray or buff; wing-quills fuscous, 
usually the 5, occasionally the 4 or 6 outer primaries with a large 
white or rarely buffy spot between the tips of the seventh and tenth 
primaries (counting from the outermost) ; primary coverts, also 
outer webs of primaries and secondaries, either immaculate or with 
at most faint spots or bars ; throat of male white ; jugulum and breast 
dark brown or blackish, spotted with whitish, buff, ochraceous or 
tawny; remainder of lower surface whitish or buffy, barred with 
blackish or dark brown ; axillars and under wing-coverts dark brown 
or blackish, barred with whitish or buffy. 



> Further synonymy under the various subspecies. 
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Adult female. — The female differs from the male in being of some- 
what smaller size; in having the white wing-patch smaller and 
usually more or less mottled with dusky ; the white subterminal tail- 
bar almost always absent, but if present much narrower; the light 
throat-crescent cream buff to tawny ochraceous, and often more or 
less spotted with dusky ; lower parts usually more brownish, and pos- 
teriorly averaging much more buffy or ochraceous, the crissum rarely 
if ever pure white. Some of these sexual differences are, however, not 
so strongly marked in certain of the subspecies as in others. 

First autumn plumage. — Although there is some difference in the 
various races of the species, the first autumn plumage is more or less 
intermediate between the Juvenal and adult plumages. The male in 
first autumn plumage exhibits the following differences from the 
adult male: Upper parts with much more numerous pale mottlings, 
and thus lighter; white speculum smaller; primaries more or less 
broadly tipped with whitish or buffy; tail without subterminal white 
band ; jugulum and upper breast much vermiculated with whitish, 
grayish or dull buffy; white throat-patch smaller, less well-defined, 
somewhat creamy or buffy, and much mottled, usually all over, with 
dusky. The female in first autumn plumage is similar to the adult 
of the same sex, but has the upper parts much more mottled with 
lighter; the upper breast and jugulum more vermiculated with paler; 
the buff throat-patch much more heavily marked with dusky, some- 
times almost obliterated. In this condition the female is much like 
the male of the first autumn, but the throat is usually more deeply 
buff and more heavily spotted with dusky. 

Juvenal plumage. — In this stage, which immediately precedes the 
first autumn plumage and succeeds the natal or nestling plumage, 
and which the bird wears for apparently only a short period, both 
male and female are usually much lighter above than in the adult 
plumage or that of the first autumn, the ground color being paler 
and the light mottlings prevailing; the lower surface has its dark 
areas also paler, the barring on breast more vermiculate and nar- 
rower; the bars on the rest of the lower surface lighter and less dis- 
tinct; the throat-patch not very strongly indicated, and buff or 
ochraceous buff. 

Natal plumage. — Upper parts grayish or buffy white, everywhere 
with coarse mouse gray, drab gray, or clove brown mottling; or fawn 
color with Prout's brown markings; below, white or cream white, 
mottled on throat and jugulum with gray or grayish brown; or pale 
fawn color, mottled on throat and jugulum with Prout's brown. 

Seasonal variation. — The color differences due to season are very 
slight, probably in part, at least, because of the little wear to which 
the plumage is usually subject What little there is consists chiefly 
in the somewhat more brownish or lighter shade of the dark parte, 
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both above and below, after the breeding season; and the sometimes 
more deeply ochraceous or tawny of the light markings in freshly 
plumaged birds. 

Molt. — The natal plumage is naturally of brief duration, and with 
the beginning of the bird's growth in size passes directly into the 
juvenal plumage, which, in turn, through a practically continuous 
molt gives way to the first autumn plumage by at least some part of 
September, at which time the bird is full grown. During this process 
the wing-quills and rectrices are grown only once, but the contour 
feathers of tile juvenal plumage are wholly or in large part replaced. 
This livery is worn until January or February, when by a complete 
molt the fully adult plumage is assumed. 

The adult birds after the breeding season molt usually the contour 
feathers, but not the wing quills and rectrices, this taking place be- 
tween the middle of July and the middle of September, mostly 
between July 15 and August 15. The birds are thus, with wings and 
tail intact, even though molting other feathers, free to start on their 
migration. During January or February another molt, this time 
complete, takes place, so that by the time the birds are ready for 
their long northward journey they have an entirely new suit. These 
different plumages have already been described. 

Individual variation. — The differences exhibited by various indi- 
viduals of the same sex and age is very great, with respect to both 
size and color, in all of the forms of this species. This variation in 
color affects chiefly the amount of light mottling on the upper sur- 
face ; the fineness or coarseness of these markings ; their color, which 
in some subspecies is so decided that it amounts to two phases ; the 
width of the dark barring on the abdomen; tiiB width and number 
of dark bars on the crissum, these in some individuals being heavy 
and close together, in others narrow or far apart ; and the length of 
wing and tail. In only one or two of the subspecies are there really 
two color phases, gray and ochraceous or tawny, for such differences 
are usually subspecific. There is, moreover, usually not much purely 
individual variation in the shade of the dark brown or blackish 
areas, though occasionally such instances crop out in some of the 
races. 

Geographical variation. — For a bird so highly migratory, CkordeUes 
virgvrdanus has responded rather remarkably well to the climate, 
environment, and other modifying influences of the various parte of 
its breeding range. The number of subspecies that now appear 
recognizable is nine, an increase of two over the previous number. 
Two of these are West Indian, the others continental. Nearly all of 
them correspond very well to the characteristics exhibited by races 
of other species which range over areas of similar physiographic 
conditions, the principal exception being CkordeUes virgirdanm hes- 
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peris, the Pacific coast race, which extends also eastward over the 
arid Great Basin. The four southeastemmost forms, Chordeiles 
virginianus aserriensis, Chordeiles virginianus chapmani, Chordeiles 
virginianus vicinus, and Chordeiles virginianus minor are the small- 
est, and of these the two island races, G. v. vicinus and C. v. minor, 
represent the minimum. The five remaining races are all of large 
size and practically alike in this respect. It is interesting to note 
the reduplication of certain characters, such as the coloration of the 
upper parts, in forms widely separated geographically. Thus 
Chordeiles virginianus vicinus, except for its small size and more 
ochraceous lower surface, would pass very well for the far distant 
Chordeiles virginianus ftesperis of Oregon and California; while 
Chordeiles virginianus minor of Cuba bears similar resemblance to 
Chordeiles virginianus henryi of Arizona. Furthermore, it is doubt- 
less worth while to mention the development of blackish or dark 
grayish races in the northern and eastern portions of North America ; 
of a light grayish form on the northern Great Plains ; of light, rather 
ochraceous races in the middle Rocky Mountains, the southern part of 
the Great Plains, and in Texas; of a rather dark, very tawny or 
ochraceous subspecies in arid Arizona and New Mexico; and of a 
dark, very tawny or ochraceous but very small bird on the Greater 
Antilles. 

The nine forms of Chordeiles virginianus here recognized are com- 
monly considered subspecies, and correctly so. The Cuban Chor- 
deiles virginianus minor indicates by the range of its individual vari- 
ation its close connection with Chordeiles virginianus vicinus of the 
Bahama Islands, which race in turn overlaps in the same way the 
characters of Chordeiles virginianus chapmani. The last mentioned 
passes gradually through geographical intermediates into Chordeiles 
virginianus virginianus. In the same manner Chordeiles virginianus 
virginianus intergrades with Chordeiles virginianus sennetH and 
Chordeiles virginianus hesperis; and the last with both Chordeiles 
virginianus sennetti and Chordeiles virginianus howeUi. 1 Chor- 
deiles virginianus howelli 1 intergrades geographically with Chor- 
deiles virginianus henryi, and both of these with Chordeiles virgini- 
anus aserriensis, which in turn connects with Chordeiles virginianus 
chapmani. 

Most of the characters distinguishing the subspecies of Chordeiles 
virginianus lie in differences of size, chiefly of wing and tail, some- 
times also of tarsus and middle toe; of the general tone of the upper 
surface, whether light or dark, grayish, blackish, buffy, ochraceous 
or tawny, this lightness or darkness due to the difference in ground 
color and in the color, abundance, and fineness of the light markings ; 
of the general tone of the lower surface, whether light or dark, 
i See p. 67. 
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grayish, buffy or ochracoous; and of the width of the dark bats on 
the abdomen. 

Geographical distribution. — As a species Chordeilea virginianus 
ranges, during the breeding season, in the West Indies and North 
America, form the northern edge of Mexico, the Gulf coast of the 
United States, and the Greater Antilles, north to the edge of the 
Barren Grounds in central Quebec, northern Ontario, southern 
Mackenzie, and northern Yukon ; and from the Atlantic coast to the 
Pacific. It migrates across Mexico, Central America, and through 
the West Indies to southern South America, where the various sub- 
species probably winter together. 

The summer ranges of two of the races, Chordeilea virginianus 
aaerrienaia 1 and Chordeilea virginianus vicious, is somewhat re- 
stricted geographically, but most of the others are considerably ex- 
tended. The northernmost form, Chordeilea virginianus virginianus, 
occupies an immense area stretching all the way across the continent, 
and at least equal in extent to the combined ranges of all the other 
subspecies. 

The breeding areas of all but two of the forms of Chordeilea vir- 
ginianus are continuous with some one or more of the others, al- 
though, of course, the lines delimiting the ranges on the accompany- 
ing map leave intermediate spaces due to lack of specimens from such 
regions. , The subspecies of the Greater Antilles, Chordeilea vir- 
ginionus minor, and that, of the Bahama Islands, Chordeilea vir- 
ginianus vicimua, are, of course, separated from each other and from 
the mainland forms by the surrounding water. The southeastern 
bird, Chordeilea virginianus chapmani, adjoins ChordeUea virginianus 
virginianus, ChordeUea virginianus howelH,' and ChordeUea vir- 
ginianus aserrieneia. 1 Also Chordeilea virginianus virginianus west- 
ward meets ChordeUea virginianua howeUi,' Chordeilea virginianus 
eennetti and Chordeilea virginianus heeperia; and the last also reaches 
Chordeilea virginianus eennetti. The central form of the west, Chor- 
deUea virginianus howeffif lies surrounded by all of the six other 
mainland races, every one of which it touches at some part of the 
boundary of its range, as the distribution map shows. The far south- 
western bird, ChordeUea virg'imionus henryi, adjoins, in addition, 
Chordeilea virginianus aserriensis on the southeast, and probably also 
ChordeUea virginiomte haaperia on the northwest. 

Zonal distribution. — In the West Indies during summer this species 
occupies the Upper Tropical Zone of the Neotropical Region; on 
the North American Continent the Lower Austral, Upper Austral, 
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Transition, Canadian, and Hudsonian zones of the Nearctic Region. 
Four of the subspecies, ChordeUes virginianus aserriensis, 1 ChordeUes 
virginianus ehapmani, ChordeUes virginianus vicimus, and ChordeUes 
virginianus minor, are confined to a single life zone ; one, ChordeUes 
virginianus sennet ti, to two zones, and each of the four remaining 
races is spread, over several zones. The rangea of all conform very 
satisfactorily to the boundaries of their respective zones. 

Phylogeny. — As a species ChordeUes virginianus is, as already re- 
marked,* of South American origin. To the dispersal of strong- 
winged birds like this, physical features, such as high mountain 
ranges and wide expanses of water or desert, present no obstacle; 
and an unsuitable summer temperature and the lack of proper food 
at this season are therefore apparently its only real barriers. Thus 
its emigration from South America, from whatever primal cause, 
was easy, as was also the finding of a new home, since on account of 
its annual migratory return to the south, the only requisite for its 
new abode was a suitable place for reproduction. Its present dis- 
tribution, routes of migration, and the evidently close relationship 
of the Cuban ChordeUes virginianus minor with ChordeUes aeuti-pen- 
nis acutipennis from South America all indicate that ChordeUes vir- 
ginianus reached the North American Continent through the West 
Indies. Birds that remained to breed on the Greater Antilles re- 
tained more nearly the original characters of the species, while those 
that pushed on northward and westward became more and more 
differentiated. The Floridian ChordeUes virginianus ehapmani is, 
of course, the form least removed from the island birds, both geo- 
graphically and phylogenetically. From this area the species prob- 
ably spread northward and northwestward, where it developed into 
the large, dark race, ChordeUes virginianus virginianus. This, in 
turn, spread westward and southwestward over nearly the whole 
western United States, where environmental and perhaps other 
factors have produced the, four large paler races of the more or less 
arid interior : ChordeUes virginianus hesperis, ChordeUes virginianus 
sennetH, ChordeUes virginianus howeUi, and ChordeUes virginianus 
henryi; of which the last is undoubtedly phylogenetically as well as 
geographically farthest removed from ChordeUes virginianus vir- 
ginianus. Simultaneously, in all probability, the advance of Chor- 
deUes virginianus ehapmani along the Gulf coast to southern Texas 
ultimately resulted in the development of the small, pale race in semi- 
arid southern Texas. The uniformity of ChordeUes virginianus vir- 
ginianus throughout its wide breeding range from ocean to ocean is 
apparently due to the comparative uniformity of climatic and en- 
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vironmental conditions over this area, together with the very brief 
period of each year that the bird spends on its breeding grounds, 
where alone the differentiating influences have opportunity to exert 
themselves. Under these conditions it is entirely probable that any 
future development of geographical races from what is now the sub- 
species Chordeilea virginianus virgmianus will be exceedingly slow. 

Migration. — Comparatively few birds of any kind exceed this 
nighthawk in the length of their migration journeys, and very few 
land birds travel as far. From the Arctic Circle in the Territory 
of Yukon to Patagonia is more than 8,000 miles, but the nighthawk's 
long wings and consequent powers of flight enable it easily to per- 
form this extensive regular annual journey. Judging from the 
scarcity of available records, it seems probable that the passage 
through Mexico and Central America, and over the West Indies, the 
Gulf of Mexico, and the Caribbean Sea to northern or central South 
America is made with considerable rapidity. 

Like most other birds which travel long migration routes, this 
species is, generally speaking, an early migrant in autumn and a com- 
paratively late arrival in spring. Notwithstanding this, the first in- 
dividuals in spring sometimes reach the southern border of the 
United States by March 15, and the latest stragglers in autumn occa- 
sionally prolong their stay in the same region until even November 
27 ; but these dates are of course exceptional, since the spring appear- 
ance is usually three or four weeks later, and the autumnal disappear- 
ance a month or so earlier. The nighthawk usually reaches Montreal 
and Quebec early in May ; Grand Falls, the northern limit of its range 
in central Quebec, during the last week of May ; Fort Chipewyan, Al- 
berta, the last week of May ; Fort Wrigley, Mackenzie, the first week 
of June; and British Columbia by the last of May or first of June. 
On the other hand, migrant birds are sometimes still in southern 
Texas on May 29, and even in Costa Rica as late as May 27. 

The southward migration must begin very soon after the young are 
on the wing, since transient birds from the north appear in the 
middle and southern United States by the first of August, sometimes 
by the middle of July ; and they reach Nicaragua by the middle of 
September. Montreal in Quebec, also southern Manitoba and British 
Columbia, are deserted usually during the first two weeks of Sep- 
tember, and Fort McMurray, Alberta, in August. It is thus evident 
that the migratory movements, in the United States at least, cover 
a total period of more than four months in autumn and of nearly 
three months in spring. There is thus in Colorado and the surround- 
ing States a scant three or four weeks' period of summer, from about 
June 15 or 20 until the middle of July, during which the presence 
of a nighthawk is presumptive evidence of its breeding in the locality. 

The above remarks apply to OAordeUes virginianus as a species, 
since sufficient data have not yet accumulated to work out the migra- 
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lion of the subspecies separately. It is more than possible that an 
adequate series of specimens of the various races (for nothing else 
will answer) would show some interesting differences in their mi- 
gration. The migration routes, however, by which several of the 
different races reach their common winter home in South America 
are discernible in a general way from the data now available. Con- 
cerning the migration of ChordeUes virginianus manor and ChordeUes 
virginiatms vicinus we know nothing at all. The two eastern forms, 
ChordeUes virginianus chapman* and ChordeUes virginianus vir- 
giniamm, fly southward across the Gulf of Mexico to Yucatan 
and through Central America to South America, or through the 
West Indies and across the Caribbean Sea. The return journey is 
apparently by the same route. The route of ChordeUes virginianus 
sennetti is unknown; but all the other western races pass south 
through Mexico and Central America and return the same way. A 
possible but unproved variation of this may take some or all of the 
birds from the easternmost part of the ranges of ChordeUes vir- 
ginianus koweUi, ChordeUes virginianus aserriensts, and ChordeUes 
virginianus hesperis across the western end of the Gulf of Mexico 
to Yucatan, and thence through Central America. There is no 
authentic record of any of these western races in the United States 
east of Illinois, or anywhere in the West Indies. 

Habits. — Few birds bear such a misnomer as the nighthawk ; for 
it is not a hawk, or even nearly related to one, nor is it a night-flier, 
except by moonlight, though it prefers the twilight and the declining 
hours of the day, as well as cloudy weather. It lives mostly in the 
open country, such as the plains and prairies, and is a common sight 
along roadsides, fence-rows, railroad tracks, and the like. It 
avoids the deep forest, though it often enters the outskirts of wood- 
land. Its flight is strong, swift, and light, at times not a little sug- 
gestive of the sparrow hawk (Cerehnets sparveria) or other of the 
small falcons. It is much on the wing, and some of its aerial per- 
formances are really wonderful. Its ordinary call on the wing is a 
sharp one- or two-syllabled note something like " aeh-eek " or " peenk," 
and remarkably characteristic. The well-known booming sound so 
frequently heard is made by the quick passage of air between the 
primaries as the bird is suddenly checked in rapidly descending 
flight. Its food, which it obtains on the wing, consists probably all 
of insects, such as moths, flies, beetles, grasshoppers, and crickets. 

This nighthawk lays its eggs on the ground on bare rocks, or 
even on the flat roofs of houses in cities. No nest at all is con- 
structed. The time of nesting is somewhat earlier in the southern 
part of its range ; but for the species as a whole, it lasts from late 
April to early August, though there is apparently but one brood 
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The two elliptical eggs are white, buff or gray, much marked through- 
out with blackish, drab, gray, olive, and plumbeous. 

History. — This species was first brought to scientific notice in 
1743, by Mark Catesby, in the supplement to his " Natural History 
of Carolina, Florida, and the Bahama Islands." He, however, con- 
fused the nighthawk {ChordeUes virginianus) and the whip-poor- 
will (Setochalcis vocifera), in which mistake subsequent authors 
for more than 50 years followed him. Alexander Wilson, in his 
"American Ornithology," 1 was the first to discriminate the two 
species satisfactorily, and to point out in detail the real differences 
between them. 

The first technical description, however, applicable to any form of 
the species appeared in 1789, when Gmelin called the northeastern 
bird Caprimulgus virginianus* No subdivision took . place until 
1855, when Cassin separated the lighter western birds as ChordeUes 
henryi* In the following year the Cuban bird was described un- 
der two names, of which Doctor Cabanis' ChordedUes minor* has 
priority. Not until 1886 were any further races added, in which 
year ChordeUes virginianus sennetti was discovered and published," 
and the Florida bird separated as ChordeUes popetue [=virginianus'\ 
chapmani, both by Doctor Elliott Coues.' Eight years later Mr. George 
K. Cherrie named a migrant bird from Costa Rica as ChordeUes vir- 
ginianus aserriensis,* which now proves to be the same as a hitherto 
unrecognized race from southern Texas. In 1903, Mr. J. H. Kiley set 
apart a Bahama race as ChordeUes virginianus vidnus/ 1 and in 1905 
Mr. Joseph Grinnell separated the birds from the Pacific coast of the 
United States as ChordeUes virginianus hesperis. 8 In the present 
paper one further subdivision is made, by restricting ChordeUes 
virginianus henryi chiefly to Arizona and New Mexico, and creating 
a new race from the northern and eastern part of its former range, 
Texas to Wyoming, under the name ChordeUes virginianus howelli* 
Although some of these above-mentioned forms of ChordeUes vir- 
ginianus originally passed as distinct species, all are clearly but sub- 
species, since abundant evidence of intergradation exists in every 
case, either through geographical or individual intermediates. 

1 Araer. Ornlth., vol. 5, 1812, pp. 78-82. 

■ Bjst. Nat., vol. 1. pt. 2, 1788, p. 1028. 

■ IlluHt. Birds Cal., Texas, Ore,, Brit, and Ruaa. Amer„ vol. 1, 18SB, p. 239. 

* Joura. f. Ornlth., January, 1866, p. 5. 

* Auk, vol. 5, January, 1886, p. 37. 
•Auk, vol. 13, April, 1886, p. 186. 

* Auk, vol. 20, October, 1803, p. 432. 
•Conflor, vol. 7, Nov. 22, 1906, p. 170. 
"Bee p. 57. 
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CHORDEHES VHtGraiAITOS VIRGINIANUS (Gmelln). 

lOaprimulgusi vtrginianus GiiELtn, Syst Nat., vol. 1, pt 2, 1780, p. 1028 
(Virginia) (based on: {Caprimulgu*i ewop&us p.[=\Caprinwlgw 
minor americanus, Lihh^us, Syst Nat, ed. 12, vol. 1, 1766, p. 346; 
Swipperiicill, K*l«, Resa Norra Amer., vol. 3, 1761, p. 93 [Racoon, New 
Jersey] ; CaprimuJgus virginianus, BaiSSON, Ornlth., vol. 2, 1760, p. 
477 [Virginia] ; WMp-poor-wW, Caprtmutgvs minor Americans, 
Catesby, Nat Hist Carolina, Florida, and Bahama Islands, vol. 2, 
Appendix, 1743, p. 16, pi. 16 [Virginia] ; Whip-poor-will, Edwards, Nat 
Hist Birds, vol. 2, 1747, p. 63, pi. 63 [Virginia] ; Le WMp-poiir-teHJ, 
Biizxok, Hist Nat des Olseaux [orlg. ed], vol. 8, 1779, p, 634 [Vir- 
ginia] ; LonguHnged Goatsucker, Pennant, Arctic Zool., vol. 2, 1785, p. 
436 [ezcl. pi. 18], No. 337 [Charleston, South Carolina, to Henly House, 
Albany Klver, Ontario] ; Virginia Goatsucker, Latham, Gen. Synop. 
Birds, voL 2, pt 2, 1783, p. 595 [Virginia]). 
Caprtmutgus popetuc Vieuxot, Ois. Amer. Sept, vol. 1, 1807, p. 66, pi. 24 

(Nova Scotia). 
Caprimutgus americanus Wilsoh, Amer. Ornith., vol. 5, 1812, p. 65, pL 40 
(eastern Pennsylvania) (nee Caprimulgus americanus Linn.bub. 1758, 
qui Biphonorhls americanus Anct). 
Caprimulgus variegatus Vieuxot, Nonv. Diet d'Hist Nat, 2d ed., vol. 10, 

1817, p. 238 (Paraguay). 
Claprimulgus]. jaspiaeus Meebem, In Ersch und Gruber, AUgem. Encycl. 
Wlssensch. and Ednste, sec. 1, vol. 15, 1826, p. 148 (Paraguay). 
Chars, subsp. — Size large ; upper parts black or blackish, the light 
markings sparse or only moderately numerous, and mostly whitish 
or buffy, with very little tawny; general tone of lower surface rela- 
tively dark, the dark areas of anterior portion blackish, the posterior 
part slightly washed with cream color or buff, and heavily barred 
with blackish. 

Description. — Adult male, No. 38895, Museum Comparative Zool- 
ogy, Pocantico, New York, May 19, 1891; W. E. D. Scott; original 
number, 11425. Upper surface blackish clove brown, irregularly 
spotted with brownish white, cream white, cream color, cream buff, 
buff, ochraceous buff, and ochraceous, these markings most numerous 
on cervix, largest on scapulars (which are also much mottled with 
grayish and buffy on their subterminal unexposed portions), least 
frequent on pileum and back, which are almost unmarked, and in the 
form of irregular bars on the upper tail-coverts ; tail grayish clove 
brown, crossed by about seven (none of which is terminal) irregular 
and broken bars of brownish white, buffy white, and pale brown, 
these bars widest on the middle pair of rectrices, and by a broad sub- 
terminal band of white on all but the two middle feathers; wing- 
quills dark brown, like the tail, but slightly darker, the outer six 
primaries crossed by a broad band of pure white posteriorly (dis- 
tally) to the tip of the ninth primary (counting from the outermost) ; 
secondaries and inner primaries narrowly tipped with pale brown- 
ish; outer half or so of the inner webs of the secondaries with 
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j brownish or buffy white bars ; the tertials mottled with light 
brown, brownish white, and buffy white in the form of broad but 
much broken and obsolescent bars; superior wing-coverts grayish 
clove brown like the quills, the primary coverts immaculate, the 
others spotted irregularly and rather thickly, but not confluently, with 
brownish white, cream white, and cream buff; moustachial stripe and 
sides of head and neck blackish clove brown, the auriculars and 
subocular region narrowly streaked with deep tawny, the sides of 
neck anteriorly broadly streaked with tawny ochraceous, posteriorly 
more or less spotted with buffy and brownish white ; the moustachial 
stripe spotted with cream white and buff; a superciliary stripe con- 
sisting of small spots of anteriorly cream white, posteriorly cream 
buff, confluent with the light streaks on the side of the neck and the 
light spots On the cervix; lores mixed with whitish; a broad gular 
crescent and the middle of chin pure white ; jugulum and upper breast 
grayish seal brown, the former with conspicuous subtriangular spots 
of tawny ochraceous and cream buff, the latter with spots and irregu- 
lar or broken bars of cream color, cream white, and brownish white; 
rest of lower surface cream buff, heavily barred with the brown color 
of wing-quills, these bars widest and farthest apart on crissum; 
inferior wing-coverts brown like the wings, somewhat spotted and 
irregularly barred with cream white, cream buff, and ochraceous buff; 
axillars dark brown, barred with buff and cream white; edge of wing 
along the alula white. 

Iris black or hazel brown; bill black or dark brown; feet dark 
brown, dull grayish brown, or plumbeous. 

Measurements. — Male: Total length (in flesh), 235-247.6 (average, 
241.9) mm.; 1 extent of wing, 596.9-622.3 (610.7). 1 

Female: Total length (in flesh), 228.6-254 (241.5) ;» extent of 
wing, 533.4-606 (574.4)." 

Male:* Wing, 184-208 (average, 198) mm.; tail, 106-118 (110.9) ; 
exposed culmen, 6.1-7.5 (6.5) ; tarsus, 13.5-15.2 (14.4) ; middle toe, 
13-15.5 (14.9). 

Female:' 1 "Wing, 187.5-203 (196.5) mm.; tail, 105-118.5 (112); 
exposed culmen, 6.2-7.2 (6.7) ; tarsus, 13.8-15.5 (14.8) ; middle toe, 
14-16.5 (15.5). 

Type-locality. — Eastern Virginia. 

Geographical distribution. — Eastern and northwestern Korth 
America, south in winter to southern South America. Breeds in the 

1 Six specimens. 
•Nine specimens. 
•Seven specimens. 

•Twelve specimens, from Nova Scotia, Quebec. Alberta, British Columbia, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, and New York. 

* Ten specimens, from Nova Scotia, Ontario, Maine, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, anil 

West Virginia. 
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Upper Austral, Transition, Canadian, and lower part of the Hud- 
sonian zones, north to Grand Falls on the Hamilton River, and to 
Lake Mistissini, central Quebec; Moose Factory, northern Ontario; 
York Factory and Fort Churchill, northeastern Manitoba; Fort 
Chipewyan and Fort Smith, northeastern Alberta; Fort Resolution 
and Fort Providence, central southern Mackenzie; Fort Wrigley, the 
western part of Great Bear Lake, and the Mackenzie River just 
below Fort Good Hope, central western Mackenzie; and La Pierre 
House, northern Yukon; west to La Pierre House, northern Yukon; 
mouth of the Tatchun River, White Horse Rapids, and Caribou 
Crossing on the Yukon River, and the northern end of Lake Teslin 
in central southern Yukon ; Telegraph Creek, the Coast Range, Lund 
on MalaBpina Inlet, Comoz, and Errington on Vancouver Island, 
western British Columbia ; south to Victoria, southwestern British Co- 
lumbia; Semiahmoo, northwestern Washington; Sumas and Osoyoos 
Lake, central southern British Columbia ; Sproat's Landing on the 
Columbia Ri,ver, southeastern British Columbia; Banff, southwestern 
Alberta; Prince Albert and Quill Lake, south central Saskatchewan; 
Carberry, southern Manitoba ; Walker and St Cloud, central Minne- 
sota ; Waseca, central southern Minnesota ; Forest City, central north- 
ern Iowa ; Ames, central Iowa ; Indianola, south central Iowa ; Omaha, 
Lincoln, and Beatrice, southeastern Nebraska; Topeka, central 
eastern Kansas; Jasper in Jasper County, and Marble Cuve in Stone 
County, southwestern Missouri f Pettigrew, northwestern Arkansas; 
Mammoth < Spring, central northern Arkansas; Monteer, central 
southern Missouri; St Louis, central eastern Missouri; Odin, south- 
ern Illinois; Terre Haute, Bloomington, and Bedford, southern 
Indiana; Bowling Green, central southern Kentucky; Nashville, cen- 
tral Tennessee; Chattanooga, southeastern Tennessee; Ellijay and 
Young Harris, central northern Georgia ; Asheville and Weaverville, 
southwestern North Carolina ; Wytheville, Lynchburg, Newport News, 
and Cape Charles, southern Virginia; east to Cobbs Island, eastern 
Virginia; Ocean View, eastern Delaware; Five Mile Beach and Sea 
Isle City, eastern New Jersey; Montauk, eastern Long Island; New- 
port, southern Rhode Island ; Woods Hole, Boston, and Ipswich, east- 
ern Massachusetts; Portsmouth, southeastern New Hampshire; Bath, 
Mount Desert Island, and Calais, southern Maine ; Barrington, Hali- 
fax, and Sydney, eastern Nova Scotia; Anticosti Island, and the Nat- 
ashkwan River, eastern Quebec; and the Bay of Islands, western 
Newfoundland. Migrates south through Colorado, Texas, eastern 
Mexico, southeastern United States, the Bermuda Islands, Cuba, Isle 
of Pines, Jamaica, Barbados, Costa Rica, and Panama, to South 
America. Winters in South America, north to the Orinoco River in 
central Venezuela, and Bogota, central Colombia; west to Bogota, 
Colombia; Matto Grosso, western Brazil; Tucuman, northwestern 



38 BULLETIN 88, UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

Argentina ; and Cordoba, north central Argentina ; south to Barr&cas 
al Sud, Province of Buenos Aires, central eastern Argentina; and 
east to Buenos Aires, central eastern Argentina ; Sao Paulo and Rio 
de Janeiro, southeastern Brazil; and Guiana. Accidental north to 
Melville Island, northern Canada. 

Remarks. — In the adult female of this race the posterior lower parts 
are much more tinged with huff or ochraceous than in the male; and 
the ground color of the upper surface averages lighter, duller, and 
more brownish, with more numerous light markings, which are more 
buffy or ochraceous. 

Birds in first autumn plumage are, on the upper surface, almost 
like the average of adult Chordeilea virginianua heaperia, and similar 
also to the adult of Chordeilea virginianua aermetti, but the dark 
areas are more intensely blackish, though occasional specimens are 
indistinguishable in this respect. 

The adult male is normally very deeply blackish above, with a 
comparatively small amount of light mottling ; but he varies individu- 
ally to dull brownish, with a large amount of light marking, until 
he becomes almost indistinguishable from dark examples of Chordeilea 
virginianua howeUi. 1 Light-colored specimens of this sort are No. 
88139, U.S.N.M., Stamford, Connecticut, and No. 13249, E. A. and O. 
Bangs, Santa Fe, Isle of Pines. The light markings of upper parts 
are usually grayish, creamy white, and buff, hut vary sometimes to 
almost pure white, sometimes to deep tawny. The ground color of 
the lower parts is normally grayish white, and varies little, though 
sometimes almost pure white, sometimes slightly washed with buff. 
The female is also variable above, and occasionally (such as No. 
174915, U.S.N.M., Cumberland County, New Jersey; and No. 46920, 
Mus. Comp. Zool., Long Island, New York) very closely resembles 
adult male Chordeilea virginianua kesperia. The ground color of the 
ventral surface is commonly cream white, but deepens in some birds 
to ochraceous buff. The light throat-patch is normally buff, ranging, 
however, on the one hand to cream white, on the other to deep ochra- 
ceous buff. 

Notwithstanding its vast range, this subspecies exhibits almost no 
geographical variation, except where its breeding area closely ap- 
proaches that of some other race. Adult birds from Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia, and from the Yukon River in Yukon are apparently 
in no respect, of either size or color, distinguishable from those of 
Nova Scotia, eastern Quebec, and New England. A single female 
from Sproat's Landing, southeastern British Coulmbia (No. 970, 
Victoria Mem. Mus., June 26, 1890), and another, a male, from 
Banff, Alberta (No. 1256, Victoria Mem. Mus., June 8, 1891), both 
seem to be typical of Chordeilea virginianua virginianua, and appar- 
* Bm p. W. 
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cntly represent the breeding form at these localities. Specimens 
from Ashcroft, Lac La Hache, Hope, and Chilliwack, in southern 
British Columbia, have considerable indication of the more brownish, 
more heavily light-mottled upper surface of Chordeiles virginianus 
hesperis, but are, on the whole, nearer Chordeiles v. virginianus. An 
adult from Carberry, Manitoba (No. 57875, Am. Mus. Nat Hist, 
July 29, 1892), and a half-grown young from the same locality (No. 
57876, Am. Mus. Nat. Hist, Aug. 1, 1892) are somewhat vergent 
toward Chordeiles virginianus sennetti, but are not pale enough 
above for the latter and apparently belong under the typical form. 
Another adult from Winnebago County, Iowa (No. 26724, A. N. S. 
Phila., Sept. 1, 1879), which seems to represent the breeding bird 
of this locality, is likewise intermediate, but nearer Chordeiles v. 
virginianus. A typical example of Chordeiles v. virginianus from 
Trail, extreme southeastern British Columbia (No. 2811, Victoria 
Mem. Mus., June 14, 1902) , is doubtless a migrant, since the breed- 
ing subspecies at this place is Chordeiles virginianus hesperis. Simi- 
larly migrant also doubtless are two adult males (No. 15638 and 
No. 15639, L. B. Bishop, June 5, 1906) from Maple Creek, south- 
western Saskatchewan, where the breeding subspecies is Chordeiles v. 
hesperis. Two other adult males (No. 13449 and 3578, L. B. Bishop), 
respectively from Stump Lake, N. Dak,, August 2, 1905, and Towner 
County, N. Dak., June 8, 1897, are likewise best considered migrant 
Chordeiles v. virginianus, though verging a little toward C. v. hes- 
peris, since the breeding bird of these localities is Chordeiles vir- 
ginianus sennetti, and these two specimens are too dark for that 
race. Another example (No. 63939, U-S.N.M.), from Pembina, 
N. Dak., taken June 16, 1873, is unquestionably perfectly typical of 
C. v. virginianus, and hence a belated migrant, for we have an actu- 
ally breeding female of Chordeiles virginianus sennetti from this same 
locality, taken three days earlier. A single individual from Cushion 
Lake, southeastern Missouri (No. 205012, U.S.N.M.), is typical Chor- 
deiles v. virginianus, but does not, in all probability, represent the 
breeding form of this locality, which form is reasonably sure to be 
Chordeiles virginianus chapmani. A single male, perhaps a migrant, 
from Richland County, southeastern Illinois (No. 90781, U.S.N.M., 
May 25, 1883), is apparently nearer the typical subspecies, though the 
breeding bird of the adjoining county of Wabash is Chordeiles vir- 
ginianus chapmani. 

Birds taken on 'Smiths Island, southeastern Virginia, prove to be 
smaller than northern specimens, and are, in fact, about half way be- 
tween Chordeiles virginianus virginianus and Chordeiles virginianus 
chapmani; but, both size and coloration taken into consideration, 
seem to be nearer the former. A single adult female, from Fort 
Macon, North Carolina (No. 57903, U.S.N.M.), taken June 10, 1869, 
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seems to be undoubtedly of the present race, being altogether too 
large for Ghordeiles virginianus ckapmani; if so, it is only a late 
migrant, because a male collected at the same locality on the same 
day is certainly Chordeiles v. chapmam, the breeding form of the 
region. Specimens from various parts of the breeding range of 
Chordeiles virginianus virginianus exhibit the following average 
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In view of the fact that the migration route of this subspecies is 
across the Gulf of Mexico and through, or rather over, the West 
Indies, there are surprisingly few records from these islands, even 
the Greater Antilles. A single specimen, taken, September 29, 1887, 
on the island of Barbados, 1 is the only authentic record from any of 
the Lesser Antilles. There are no certain records from any part of 
Mexico excepting the northeastern corner (Nuevo Leon, May 19*), 
nor from Central America northwest of Costa Rica. The single bird 
found dead, in 1820, on Melville Island, Franklin Territory, Canada,' 
was, of course, a mere straggler so far beyond' even the northernmost 
extension of the breeding range of the subspecies. 

Except, perhaps, in the southern part of its range, Chordeiles vir- 
ginianus virginianus rears but a single brood. In the south it breeds 
chiefly in May and June, and there is record of eggs as early as 
April 28; in the north, during June and July, and there are un- 
hatched eggs to be found sometimes as late as July 31. 

The earliest binomial name for the eastern nighthawk is Capri- 
mailgus virginianus of Gmelin, 4 based on the bird from Virginia. 
His diagnosis is in full as follows: 

C[aprlmnlgUBj. foscuB, traneveralm griseo-fosco et hlnc inde clnereo-variua, 
pqMub ex rubeecente albua transversim striata s, menti macula trigona alba, 
area ocnlorum et cervlce aurantlls maculls varia. 

Habitat aestate in America septentrionoU, praeeertim Virginia, europaeo minor, 
8 pollices longus, in montanis, vespers prope <fomi« frequent, eoqite tempore 

' Fellden, Ibis, 1888, p. 486. 

'Hartert. Cat Blrdi Brit Mm., vol. 18, 1892, p. 611. 

' Sabine, Bnppl. Appendix Parry'a let. Voyage, 1824, p. cidv. 

• Syst. Nat.. toI. 1, pi. 2, 1789, p. 1028, 
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ad ortunt ttoUs usque saepistime altissima voce wiperi-wip damans, ova 8 
viridla, maculis et strtis atria vnria in oampo aperto in nuda terra patient. 
Garo sapida. 

Genae ea ctnereo fuscae; remiges atrae, 5 primae circa medium, rectricea 
eteUmae prope apicem macula alba notatae; pedes incarnati, 

From this it is readily discernible that his description of the bird 
is applicable to only the nighthawk, but that the particulars con- 
cerning its habits relate nearly or quite all to the whip-poor-will 
(Setochalcis vocifera). The source of this confusion lies in the 
accounts of the species given by the eight previous authors whose 
works Gmelin cites, which citations we have given in full above in 
the synonymy of the present race. 1 Of these the Caprimulgus minor 
americanus of Linnaeus* is based exclusively on the descriptions in 
the works of Catesby, Kalm, and Edwards. Catesby's account 3 of 
his " Whip-poor-will," or " Caprimulgtts minor Americanus" from 
Virginia, which is apparently the earliest extended notice of the 
species, relates certainly, so far as the plate and description of the 
bird are concerned, though neither is entirely accurate, to Chordeiles 
virginianug virginiam.ua; but the habits that he describes are just 
as certainly those of Setochalcis vocifera. What Catesby says about 
habits is practically all in a letter from a Mr. Clayton, of Virginia, 
which he quotes, as follows : 

The WhippooruHll Is not so large as the Bird called here the East-India Bat, 
I. e., Caprimulgas, but in shape, and colour of the feathers. It very much resem- 
bles It, having also at each side of its mouth three or four still black hairs like 
those of a horse's main, two or three inches long. These birds visit us about 
the middle of April, from which time, till the end of June, they are heard every 
night, beginning about dusk, and continuing till break of day; but it is chiefly 
In the upper or western parts that they are so very frequent I never heard but 
one in the maritime parts, although my abode has been always there; but near 
the mountains, within a few minutes after sun-set, they begin, and make so very 
loud and shrill a noise all night, which the echoes from the rocks and sides of 
the mountains Increase to such a degree, that the first time I lodged there I 
could hardly get any sleep. The shooting them in the night is very difficult, 
they never appearing In the daytlma Their cry is pretty much like the sound 
of the pronunciation of the words Whip-poor-will, with a kind of chucking noise 
between every other or every two or three cries, and they lay the accent very 
strong upon the last word Will, and least of all upon the middle one. 

The Indians say these Birds were never known 'till a great massacre was 
made of their countryfolks by the English, and that they are the Souls or 
departed Spirits of the massacred Indians. Abundance of people here look upon 
them as Birds of 111 omen, and are very melancholy If one of them happens to 
light upon their house, or near their door, and set up his cry (as they will 
sometimes upon the very threshold) for tbey verily believe one of the family 

• Syirt. Nat., ed. 12, vol. 1, 1760, p. 348. 

* Nat Hist Carolina, Florida, and Bahama Islands, vol. 2, Appendix, 17*3, p. IS, pi. 18. 

13782° — Bull. 86—14 i 



a B y Google 



42 BULLETIN 86, UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUBETJM. 

will die very soon after. These Birds, as I have been credibly Informed, breed 
exactly as the Goat-Sucker before mentioned, which Is thus : they lay only two 
eggs of a dark greenish colour, spotted and scrawled about with, black, in the 
plain beaten paths, without the least sign of any nest, upon which they sit very 
close, and will suffer a very near approach before they fly off. 

Kalm, 1 who calls the bird " Hwipperiwill," gives much the same 
sort of an account. Edwards,* Latham,' and Buffon,* all give a good 
description of the nighthawk, but reproduce Catesby's account of the 
habits of the whip-poor-will, Edwards giving it in Catesby's ( =Clay- 
ton's) own language. Pennant's description of his w Longwinged 
Goatsucker " " relates wholly to ChordeUes virginianus, but his plate 
is Setochalds vocifera. Brisson gives a detailed description,* which 
applies wholly to the nighthawk. It is interesting to note how 
closely all these subsequent authors have copied Catesby, with very 
little or no additional information; except Brisson, whose long, care- 
ful description is evidently original. Since in all these accounts the 
portions descriptive of the plumage and other specific characters 
relate entirely to the nighthawk, the name Caprimulgus virginianus 
of Gmelin has a clear title. 

The Caprimulgua popetue of Vieillot, 1 from Nova Scotia, is, of 
course, a synonym of Caprimulgus virginianus Gmelin, being many 
years posterior, though a number of authors have used it for the 
species. Wilson's Caprimulgus americanusf from eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, is also the same. There seems to be no reasonable doubt con- 
cerning the identification of Caprimulgus jaspideus Merrem* and 
Caprvtmilgua variegatus Vieillot, 10 both from Paraguay, for the ac- 
companying descriptions agree very closely with ChordeUes vir- 
ginianus virginianus. 

As will be seen by the quotation from Gmelin given above, 11 Vir- 
ginia is mentioned as the particular part of North America in which 
this bird was supposed to be found. Most of the other authors whom 
Gmelin cites give Virginia as the locality also. They mention 
western Virginia especially, but since this is so evidently based on 
the account of habits, which are plainly those of Setochalcis vocifera, 
and since the specimens that served as the basis for the descrip- 

i Ben Nona Amcr., vol. 8, 1761, p. 98. 
•Nat Hlet Birds, vol. 2, 1747, p. OS, pi. SS. 
•ami. Synop. Birds, vol. 2, pt. 2, 1783, p. 696. 

• Button, Hist. Nat dea OUmdx, vol. 6, 1779, p. 684. 
■Antic Zool., vol. 2, 1786, p. 436. 

• Oraith., VOL 2, 1760, p. 477. 

' 01*. Amcr. Sept, vol. 1, 1807, p. 66, pi. 24. 

• Aruer. Oniltlu, vol. D, 1812, p. 66, pi. 40. 

• In Ench and Oruber, AUgem. BocycU WlsMtucn. and Eflnite, rc. 1, vol. 16, 1826, 
p. 148. 

'* None. Diet d'Hilt Nat, 2d. ad- vol. 10, 1817, p. 288. 
"Sm p. 40, 
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tions came in all probability from the eastern portion of this State, 
it seems best to fix the type-locality, which we do here, as eastern 
Virginia. 

Specimens examined. — Of this race 198 specimens have been 
examined, from the following localities: 

Alberta. — Athabaska Lake (June 1, 1901) ; Slave River, 10 miles 
below Peace River (June 7, 1901) ; Banff (June 8, 1891). 

British Columbia. — Wayne Island (Aug. 19, 1892) ; Vernon (Aug. 
4, 1892) ; Ashcroft (July 2, 3, 5, and 8, 1889) ; Sumas (Aug. 8, 1891) i 
Trail (June 14, 1902) ; Errington, Vancouver Island (Aug. 29 
and 30, 1910; Sept 9 and 15, 1910) ; Osoyoos Lake (June 6, 1905) ; 
Hope (Sept. 3, 1890) ; Lac La Hache (June 29, 1892) ; Sproat'a 
Landing, Columbia River (June 26, 1890) ; Chilliwack (June 29, 
1859) ; Okanagan Falls (June 19 and 21, 1913) ; Penticton (June 28 
and 27, 1913) ; New Westminster (June 4, 1886) ; Victoria (July 25, 
1894). 

Mackenzie. — Mackenzie River, below Fort Good Hope. 

Manitoba.— Carberry (July 29, 1892; Aug. 1, 1892) ; Lake Winne- 
pegosis (July 3 and 5, 1913). 

Nova Scotia.— -Digby (July 14, 1907) ; Newport (Aug. 21, 1900). 

Ontario. — Moose Factory (Aug. 4, 1860; Aug. 16, 1860) ; Bruns- 
wick House (June 9, 1908) ; Point Pelee (May 29, 1909). 

Quebec. — Fauriel, Grosse Isle, Magdalen Islands (June 15, 1901) . 

Saskatchewan. — Maple Creek (June 5, 1906). 

Yukon.— White Horse Rapids, Yukon River (July 11, 1899) ; 
Caribou Crossing, Yukon River (June 27, 1899). 

Colorado. — Gunnison (Aug. 24, 1885). 

Connecticut.— Stamford ; East Hartford (Aug. 5, 1893), 

Florida.— Whitfield (May 2, 1903 ; Apr. 15, 23, and 28, 1903) ; Dry 
Tortugas (Apr. 13 and 14, 1890); Amelia Island (May 16, 1906; 
Apr. 20, 1906). 

IUmois.— Jacksonville (May 21, 1892) ; Lake Forest (May 19 and 
23, 1906) ; Richland Comity (May 25, 1883). 

Iowa. — Winnebago County (Aug. 12 and 26, 1879; Sept. 1 and 3, 
1879) ; Grinnell. 

Kansas.— Hamilton (Aug. 10, 1913). 

Maine. — King and Bartlett Lake, Somerset County (July 15, 
1893) ; Island Falls (Sept. 17, 1878). 

Maryland.— Cornfield Harbor (July 18, 1894) ; Takoma (May 11, 
1896; Capitol View (May, 189.9); Piney Point (July 17 and 20, 
1889) ; Laurel (Aug. 2, 1889; Sept. 13 and 27, 1889) ; Aikin (Aug. 
30, 1894). 

Massachusetts.— Wayland (Sept 17, 1879); Waltham (May 18, 
1878) ; Great Island (July 14, 1891) ; Dorchester (Sept 1 and 8, 
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1887) ; Brookline (June, 1872) ; Wareham (June 10, 1893) ; Cotuit 
(July 15, 1879) ; Marshfield (July 14, 1879) ; Cambridge ; Princeton. 

Michigan. — Palmer Park, Wayne County (May 26, 1907). 

Minnesota^- Fort Snelling (May 22, 1890; June 4, 1891) ; Grant 
County (spring, 1877; May 20, 1876); Moorhead (Aug. 31, 1912: 
Sept. 28, 1912). 

Missouri.— Charleston (May 8, 1879; May 6, 1878) ; Marble Cave, 
Stone County (June 30, 1892) ; Cushion Lake (May 6, 1909). 

New Hampshire.— Hollis (July 27, 1886; May 26, 1876). 

New Jersey. — Corona, Bergen County (Aug. 29, 1888) ; Mount 
Ephraim (Sept 10, 1884); Cumberland County (Aug. 23, 1887); 
Cape May (May, 1842). 

New York. — Baldwin, Long Island (Sept 3, 1908) ; Good Ground, 
Long Island (July 3, 1884) ; New York (1871) ; Lake Grove (May 
30, 1889); Hastings-on-Hudson (May 30, 1892); Shelter Island, 
Suffolk County (Oct 15, 1897) ; Pocantico (May 19, 1891) ; Koslyn, 
Queens County (September, 1887). 

North Carolina.— Fort Macon (June 10, 1869) ; Raleigh (Aug. 31, 
1894) ; Weaverville (May 24, 1893). 

North Dakota. — Pembina (June 16, 1873) ; Turtle Mountains 
(June 8, 1897) ; Stump Lake, Nelson County (Aug. 2, 1905). 

Pennsylvania,— Carlisle (May 10, 1844 ; June 10, 1844) ; Chester 
County (June 2, 1894; Aug. 21, 1894) ; Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 
(May 7, 1880; Sept. 10, 1878) ; Marpl«, Delaware County (May 23, 
1881); Erie (May 18, 1889); Bethesda (July 13, 1896); Big Tink 
Pond, Pike County (Aug. 26, 1908). 

South Carolina. — Ladys Island (May 12, 1869). 

Tennessee. — Bellevue, Davidson County (May 23, 1895) ; Straw- 
berry Plains. 

Texas.— Brownsville (May 4, 1889) ; Corpus Christi (May 28 and 
29,1891). 

Virginia. — Dunn Loring (Sept 2, 1891) ; Arlington (Aug. 22. 
1879); The Isaacs (May 24, 1899); Smiths Island (May 21, 1894 
May 9 and 27, 1899; May 20, 1910; June 4, 12, 23, and 30, 1899) 
Gainesville (Aug. 25 and 29, 1887; Aug. 14, 1886). 

West Virginia.— -White Sulphur (July 8 and 19, 1898). 

Wisconsin — Camp Douglas (Aug. 12, 1891) ; Cassville (June 3, 
1912) ; Lake Koshkonong (June 24, 1873; July 8, 1873). 

Campeche.— La Tuxpana (Sept. 28, 1912). 

Argentina. — Ysca Yacu, Province of Santiago (Jan. 31, 1906). 

Costa Rica. — Rio Sicsola, Talamanca (Sept. 24, 1904) ; Miravalles 
(May 25, 1906). 

Isle of Pines, West Indies.— Santa Fe (May 10, 1904). 

Jamaica. — Spanishtown (September, 1863). 
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Measurements of specimen* of Ohordeilet virginianvs virginianus. 
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CHORDBILBS VIROINIANUS HESPERIS Grinnall. 
ChordeUes virginianug hesperis Obinitell, Condor, vol. 7, November 22, 
1905, p, 170 (Bear Lake, San Bernardino Mountains, California). 

Chora, subsp. — Similar to Chordeiles vvrgmionais virginumusj but 
male with upper surface lighter, the ground color more brownish, 
the light markings more numerous, particularly on back, scapulars, 
tertials, and superior wing-coverts; the posterior lower parts less 
washed with buffy, and the dark bars averaging narrower. 

Measurements.— Male: Total length (in flesh), 220.7-260.3 (aver- 
age, 240.5) mm. ; 1 extent of wing, 568.2-609.6 (588.9). 1 

Female : Weight, 4 ounces avoirdupois. 1 

Male :■ Wing, 183-211 (average, 200) mm.; tail, 107-120 (112.9); 
exposed culmen, 6.0-8.0 (6.9) ; tarsus, 13.8-15.2 (14.3) ; middle toe, 
14-15.5 (14.7). 

Female:* Wing, 187-203 (194.9) mm.; tail, 105-119 (112.2); ex- 
posed culmen, 6.1-8.0 (7.0) ; tarsus, 13-15.2 (14.5) ; middle toe, 
14.2-16 (15.3). 

Type-locality. — Bear Lake, 6,700 feet altitude, San Bernardino 
Mountains, southern California. 

Geographical distribution. — Extreme western United States and 
southern edge of southwestern Canada; south in winter, probably 
to South America. Breeds in the Upper Austral, Transition, and 
Canadian zones, north to Indian Head and Maple Creek, southern 
Saskatchewan; Many Island Lake, near Walsh, southeastern Al- 
berta; Trail, southeastern British Columbia; and Fort Steilacoom, 
Puget Sound, northwestern Washington; west to Aberdeen, central 
western Washington; Astoria, Newport, and Glendale, western 
Oregon; Humboldt Bay and Ukiah, northwestern California; Au- 
burn in Placer County, central California; and the Kern River 
Lakes and Santa Barbara, southwestern California; south to Ven- 
turia County, and to the South Fork of the Santa Ana River, and Fish 
Creek in the San Bernardino Mountains, southwestern California; 
east to Sugarloaf Peak in the San Bernardino Mountains, south- 
western California; Furnace Creek in Death Valley, southeastern 
California; Mount Magruder, southwestern Nevada; Eureka, central 
Nevada; Fairfield, north central Utah; Promontory, central north- 
ern Utah; Blackfoot, southeastern Idaho; Upper Geyser Basin, in 
Yellowstone National Park, northwestern Wyoming; Bozeman, 
Great Falls, and the Bear Paw Mountains, central Montana; and 
Indian Head, central southern Saskatchewan. Migrates southward 
through Kansas, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Mexico, and 
Nicaragua. Winters probably in South America. 



1 Two specimens. 
' One specimen. 

' Ten specimens, from California, Oregon, and Montana. 
• Ten specimens, from California, Oregon, and Idaho. 
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Remarks. — The female of this race differs in color from the male 
in her usually more buffy posterior lower parts ; rather lighter, more 
brownish (less blackish) ground color of the upper surface, with 
light markings there averaging darker, duller, less sharply contrasted 
with the dark areas, and usually somewhat more ochraceoua or 
brownish (less whitish). She is, in fact, more like Chordeiles virgini- 
anus howeUi l than is the male. She is even more different from 
the female of Chordeiles virginianus virginianus than is the male 
from that form, being rather readily separable by her lighter, more 
brownish (less blackish), more heavily light-mottled upper parts, 
these light markings paler tawny or ochraceous; paler under sur- 
face, the dark brown areas less blackish, the tawny and ochraceous 
parts, including the throat, paler, the posterior portion more nar- 
rowly barred and less strongly tinged with buff or tawny. 

The juvenal and first autumn plumages are distinguishable from 
the same stages of Chordeiles virginianus virginianus and Chordeiles 
virginianus chapmani by their lighter upper surface, the ground 
color of which is more brownish, the light markings usually some- 
what more buffy and more numerous. Most specimens are, on the 
upper surface, very much like adult male Chordeiles virginianus 
sermetti, occasional birds almost indistinguishable, but are rather 
more brownish and buffy. 

Individual variation in color is very marked, more so in the female 
than in the male. In the male the ground color of the lower parts 
is normally creamy white, varying to pure white and to cream buff; 
in the female normally cream buff, varying to cream white and to 
ochraceous buff, the light throat-patch ranging from ochraceous 
buff to buffy white. The upper surface of the male is normally 
blackish brown, with considerable light mottling, mostly of white 
and grayish white, with some buff. The general impression is lighter 
than in Chordeiles virginianus virginianus, darker than in Chor- 
deiles virginianus sermetti. Sometimes it is more blackish, some- 
times more brownish, and the mottlings are occasionally, at least in 
part, ochraceous buff. The upper surface of the female is normally 
as described above, but varies occasionally (No. 161983, U.S.N.M., 
.Quincy, California, June 21, 1889) to dark grayish brown with ex- 
tensive white, scarcely any buff, markings, practically as in typical 
male Chordeiles virginianus sermetti; to a more extensively blackish 
general color (No. 94978, U-S.N.M., Fort Klamath, Oregon, July 25, 
1883), with few light markings, very much like the adult male Chor- 
deiles virginianus virginianus; to a more rufescent brownish, though 
dark color (No. 19839, Carnegie Mus., Beaverton, Oregon, June 28, 
1884), with nearly all the light markings buff, ochraceous, or tawny, 
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very closely resembling the adult male of ChordeUea virginianus 
henryi; or even to a lighter brown, very much mottled (No. 6819, 
J. Grinnell, Bluff Lake, San Bernardino Mountains, California, 
July 22, 1905), like the male of ChordeUea virginianus howelli. 

As in ChordeUea virginianus virginianus, there is little or no geo- 
graphical variation in this race. Breeding birds from southern Cali- 
fornia seem to be practically identical in both color and size with 
those from northern California, Idaho, western Montana, and other 
parts of the breeding range. Breeding birds from Nevada seem to 
be all ChordeUea v. heaperia, and identical with California specimens. 
One breeding example from the Hood River, Oregon (No. 156571, 
U.S.N.M., June 21, 1897), looks like ChordeUea virginianus virgini- 
anus; but others from North Dalles and Fort Steilacoom, Washing- 
ton, from Heppner and the John Day River, Oregon, are surely Chor- 
deiles v. heaperia; and while all the breeding birds available from 
Oregon and southern Washington are somewhat intermediate between 
C. v. virginianus and C. v. heaperia, they are much nearer the lat- 
ter. A single specimen from the Milk River, at latitude 49°, Mon- 
tana (No. 67646, U.S.N.M., July 24, 1874), others from the Sun 
River and elsewhere in western and central Montana, as well as 
southern Idaho, are practically indistinguishable from California 
examples of ChordeUea virginianiia hesperis. One half-grown bird 
in juvenal plumage from the Upper Geyser Basin, Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park, northwestern Wyoming (No. 62256, U.S.N.M., Aug. 20, 
1872), is apparently the present form, being much too grayish for 
ChordeUea virginianiia howelli, 1 and too dark for ChordeUea vir- 
gimanus aennetti. Breeding birds from Trail, southeastern British 
Columbia, close to the boundary of the State of Washington, verge 
toward ChordeUea virginianus virginianus, but are decidedly nearer 
ChordeUea v. heaperia. A series of breeding specimens from Maple 
Creek, southwestern Saskatchewan, and two individuals from Indian 
Head, Saskatchewan, incline somewhat toward ChordeUea v. aen- 
netti, but are clearly the present form. Average measurements of 
breeding specimens from different parts of the range compare as 
follows : 
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Like ChordeUes virginianua virginianua, this nighthawk lingers 
late in the spring south of its breeding range. A single typical male 
taken at Johnson Lake, Valley County, Montana, June 3, 1910, and 
another obtained at Saratoga, southeastern Wyoming, June 7, 1911, 
are evidently both but transients. So are also one taken by Alex 
Wetmore at Greybull, in Bighorn County, central northern Wyo- 
ming, June 14, 1910, and another at the same locality on June 15 
of the same year, for the breeding bird of this region is ChordeUes 
virginianua howelU; and, furthermore, Mr. Wetmore assures us that 
the species had first arrived in this valley only a few days previous, 
and appeared to be on the move. Likewise the autumn migration 
begins very early, sometimes, at least, by the middle of July, thus 
before the breeding season is over, as the following records of prac- 
tically typical specimens indicate : One taken, July 14, 1909, at Wins- 
low, Arizona, by C. Birdseye; one, August 3, 1904, at Tres Piedras, 
New Mexico; one, August 11, 1902, in the Huachuca Mountains, 
Arizona, by H. S. Swarth; one, August 18, 1909, at Tuba, Arizona, 
by E. W. Nelson; and another, September 1, 1908, in Buckskin 
Valley, Iron County, Utah, by W. H. Osgood. 

It has been reported from Poway, San Diego County, California, 
during migration, but apparently not certainly from Lower Cali- 
fornia. Three specimens collected by Dr. C. W. Richmond on the 
Escondido River, 50 miles above Bluefields, Nicaragua (No. 128370, 
U.S.N.M., adult male, Sept 17, 1892; No. 128371, U.S.N.M., adult 
male, Sept. 17, 1892; and No. 128373, juvenal male, Oct. 28, 1892), 
are apparently typical ChordeUea virginianua hesperis. The last 
one (No. 128373) is the example mentioned by G. K. Cherrie 1 as 
like the type of his new race, ChordeUes virginianua oaerrienais, but 
darker. An adult female (No. 27101, Field Mus.) from Miravalles, 
Costa Rica, is certainly ChordeUes v. heaperia, although M. A. Car- 
riker, jr., has recorded it as ChordeUes virginianua virginianua? 

This nighthawk breeds chiefly during June and July, sometimes as 
early as May 24 ; at Big Stick Lake, near Maple Creek, Saskatche- 
wan, Dr. L. B. Bishop found eggs on July 19, 1906. According to 
Joseph Grinnell it breeds chiefly in the Canadian Zone, though also 
in the upper part of the Transition Zone, in the San Bernardino. 
Mountains of southern California. In other localities, however, it 
nests regularly all through the Transition Zone and also in the 
Upper Austral Zone. 

Specimens examined. — Specimens to the number of 120 have been 
seen, from the localities in the subjoined list : 

Alberta,— Many Island Lake, near Walsh (July 13, 1906). 

British Colombia.— Trail (June 13, 14, and 16, 1902). 



•Auk, vol. 13, April, 1888, p. 136. 

■ Ann. Carnegie Muo., vol. S, 1610, p. 601. 
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Saskatchewan. — Indian Head (June 18, 1892) ; Maple Creek (June 
14, 1905; June 6, 1906; July 4 and 30, 1906) ; Hay Creek, near Maple 
Creek (July 6, 1906) ; Big Stick Lake, near Maple Creek (July 19, 
1906). 

Arizona*— Tuba (Aug. 18, 1909) ; Window (July 14, 1909) ; Hua- 
chuca Mountains (Aug. 11, 1902). 

California. — Fish Creek, San Bernardino Mountains, 9,000 feet 
altitude (June 15, 1905) ; Bluff Lake, San Bernardino Mountains, 
7,500 feet altitude (July 21, 22, 24, and 25, 1905) ; Sugarloaf Moun- 
tain, San Bernardino Mountains, 7,500 feet altitude (Aug. 23, 1905) ; 
Bear Lake, San Bernardino Mountains, 6,700 feet altitude (July SO, 
1905) ; South Fork of Santa Ana Hirer, San Bernardino Mountains 
(6,200 feet altitude, July 2, 4, 7, and 8, 1906; 7,000 feet altitude, Jane 
27, 1905) ; Troy Meadows, Sierra Nevada (Aug. 2, 1911) ; Trout 
Creek, Sierra Nevada, Tulare County (3,000 feet altitude, July 28, 
1911; 6,000 feet altitude, July 30 and 31, 1911) ; Jackass Meadow, 
Sierra Nevada, Tulare County, 7,750 feet altitude (July 30, 1911) ; 
Parker Creek, Warner Mountains, 5,500 feet altitude (June 22, 1910) ; 
Squaw Mountain, Warner Mountains (July 20, 1910) ; Coppervale, 
Lassen County (June 15, 1906) ; Millford, Honey Lake (June 18, 
1906) ; Quincy (June 21, 1889) ; Bedding (June 17, 1883) ; Lake 
City (June 11, 1896) ; Mount Shasta (Aug. 4, 1883; July 29 and 31, 
1904); Blue Canyon (June 9, 1882); Tulare Valley; Cisco (June 
SO, 1885) ; Furnace Creek, Death Valley (June 19, 1891). 

Colorado.— Estea Park (Aug. 3 and 10, 1893). 

Idaho.— Pocatello (June 10, 1911) ; Birch Creek (Aug. 4, 1890) ; 
Big Butte (July 9, 1890) ; Arco (nestling, July 25, 1890) ; Nampa. 

£"a«a».-r-Hamilton (Sept. 10, 191S). 

Hfontana*— Milk River at 49° north latitude (July 24, 1874) ; Sun 
River (Aug. 10 and 24, 1867) ; Great Falls (July 20, 1890) ; Johnson 
Lake, Valley County (June 3, 1910) ; Bozeman (Aug. 9, 1888) ; Cor- 
vallis (July 7, 1910) ; Gold Creek, Powell County, 5,000 feet altitude 
(Aug. 26, 1910). 

Nevada. — Big Creek Ranch at base of Pine Forest Mountains (June 
16, 1909); Pyramid Lake (June 28, 1893; July 3, 1903); Virgin 
Valley, Humboldt County (June 8, 1909) ; Gardnerville (July 13, 
1898) ; East Humboldt Mts. (Aug. 4, 1868) ; Carson (June 18, 1881). 

New Measico.—T-aa Piedras (Aug. 8, 1904, J. H. Gaut). 

Oregon. — Newport (June 16, 1901) ; Adel, Lake County (June 20, 
1896) ; John Day River (June 21, 1899) ; Beaverton (June 28, 1884; 
June 21, 1890; July 3, 1890) ; Fort Klamath (July 25, 1883) ; Hepp- 
ner (June 10, 1896) ; Lake Alvord (July 81, 1896) ; Hood River 
(June 21, 1897) ; Astoria (nestling, July 19, 1897) ; Crooked River, 
20 miles southeast of Prineville (June 28, 1896) ; 7 miles northwest 
of Corvallis (July 22, 1898) ; 1 mile southeast of Corrallis (July 4, 
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Texas.— Brownwood (Aug. 25, 1888). 

Utah. — Buckskin Valley, Iron County (two specimens, Sept 1, 
1908) ; Fairfield {June 21 and 27, 1890). 

Washington.— North Dalles (Rockland) (July 3, 1897); Fort 
Steilacoom, Paget Sound (July 16, 1858). 

Wyoming. — Stinking Creek (=Shoshone River) (June, 1860) ; 
Greybull {June 14 and 15, 1910) ; Saratoga (June 7, 1911) ; Upper 
Geyser Basin, Yellowstone National Park (Aug. 20, 1872). 

Campeche. — La Tuzpana (Oct. 4, 1912). 

Nicaragua. — Escondido River, 50 miles from Bluefields (Oct. 28, 
1892; Sept 17, 1892). 

HeatttremenU of tpecimens of Chordeiles virginianus hesperis. 



O.B.N.M. HUM ».--.*) Bis Butte, Idaho. July 19,1800 C.F.Stnabn 

U.B.N.M. HMO'/'. ...ilo..-. do do do 

U.8.NJ1.1M3M... ...do.... Fairfield, UUh... June 27, 1890 V. Balkr.. 

■ {Tied In measurement averages on p. «. 
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[Chorines papetue] Senr.etU CODES, Auk, vol. 0, January, 1S88, p. S7 (SO 
miles west of Pembina [sic], North Dakota; and Wharton County, 
Texas). 

Chars, subap. — Resembling Ckordeiloe -virginianus Kdtperit, but 
upper surface of male lighter and more grayish, i. e., the dark brown 
ground color lighter and more grayish, the light markings finer, more 
numerous, and paler, more grayish or whitish (less ochraceoua) ; 
general tone of lower surface lighter, the dark anterior portions more 
grayish, the bars on posterior portion narrower, sometimes inter- 
rupted. 

Measurements.— Male: Total length (in flesh), 212.6-247.6 (aver- 
age, 231.6) mm. ;' extent of wing, 412.8-590.6 (541). 1 

Female : Weight, 2 ounces 4 drams to 3 ounces 3 drams avoirdu- 
pois * (average, 2 ounces 13.3 drams). 

Male:* Wing, 186-213 (average, 198.3) mm.; tail, 101.6-112.5 
(109.1) ; exposed oilmen, 6.0-7.2 (6.9) ; tarsus, 18.5-15.8 (14.6) ; 
middle toe, 13.9-16 (15.3). 

Female:* Wing, 176-201 (189.5) mm.; tail, 102.6-115 (108); ex- 
posed oilmen, 6.0-7.5 (6.5) ; tarsus, 13.8-15.3 (14.7) ; middle toe, 
14-1« (14.9). 

Type-locality. — Fifty miles west of the Pembina Mountains, in cen- 
tral northern North Dakota. 

Geographical distribution. — Central northern United States, prob- 
ably south in winter to South America ; breeds in the Upper Austral 
and Transition zones, north to Pembina, to Towner County, and old 
Fort Union, northern North Dakota ; and Strater, northeastern Mon- 
tana; west to Strater, Darnall's Ranch in Dawson County, and Fort 
Keogh, eastern Montana; and Uva, southeastern Wyoming; south to 
Uva, southeastern Wyoming; Rosebud, central southern South Da- 
kota ; Thomas County and Antelope County, north central Nebraska ; 
Sioux City and Dickinson County, northwestern Iowa ; east to Dick- 
inson County, northwestern Iowa; Madison, southwestern Minnesota; 
and Pembina, northeastern North Dakota. Migrates through Kansas 
and eastern Colorado, and probably Central America. Winters prob- 
ably in South America. 

Remarks. — This is easily seen to be one of the palest races, and is 
characterized, particularly in the male, by the grayish cast of light 
and dark colors both above and below, as compared with the other 
forms. The broad light streaks on the nape, especially, are very light 
buff or even whitish, and the upper surface of the wings has much 

* Three ipeclmeim. 

* Ten ipeclmena. from South Dakota, North Dakota. Minnesota, and Montana. 

* Tan ipccimsni, from South Dakota and North Dakota. 
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light gray and whitish with a minimum of buff. The male of this 
subspecies is readily distinguishable from ChordeUes virgimarwa vir- 
ffimcmm by its much lighter upper surface, the dark ground color 
less blackish, more grayish brown, the light mottlings much more 
numerous, finer, paler, and less ochraceous (more whitish or grayish) ; 
and also by its lighter lower surface, the posterior portion white 
instead of more or less tinged with buff or cream color, and less 
heavily barred with blackish, and the dark brown of anterior por- 
tion more grayish. 

The feci ale is more brownish below on the dark areas than is the 
male, also more washed with buff on the posterior portion ; above usu- 
ally darker and with less white mottling, the dark areas slightly 
more brownish, the light markings duller, more brownish, or more 
tinged with buff or ochraceous (not so whitish), and thus not so 
sharply contrasted. She differs from the female of CkordeUes vir- 
ginianus virginianus in much lighter, more grayish (less brown- 
ish) upper surface, with much more numerous light markings; and 
paler lower parts, the dark portions more grayish (less brownish). 
the light areas more whitish (less tawny or ochraceous), and pos- 
teriorly less heavily brown-barred. From the female of Chordeiles 
virgimtmut Kesperis she may be distinguished above by the some- 
what lighter, more grayish shade of the dark brown ground color, 
and more whitish (less ochraceous) , and usually more numerous light 
markings, the cervical streaks particularly paler, less huffy; and 
below by her somewhat paler and more grayish general cast, and the 
less deeply buff-tinged and less heavily barred posterior portion. 

The first autumn plumage is lighter above than that of any of the 
other races, so much so that no special comparison is necessary ; the 
upper surface being of a pale silvery gray, finely vermiculated, and 
sometimes also spotted with black and dark brown — really a very 
beautiful bird. As in the adult there is, however, much individual 
variation; some specimens are much more coarsely vermiculated, 
and even blotched and streaked with black above; some examples 
have a pure gray cast, others have a decided tinge of buff both above 
and below. 

The nestling is usually pure white or cream white below, and duller, 
huffy white, with dark gray markings above; but occasionally pale 
fawn color below, and fawn color with Prout's brown markings 
above. 

Individual variation has about the same range in the female as in 
the male. The latter is normally pale above, with numerous light 
grayish or whitish mottlings, from which it varies in occasional ex- 
amples to a bird much more extensively blackish above, with much 
less light mottling and practically not distinguishable from typical 
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ChordeUea virginianua hesperis. Such are No. 13473, L. B. Bishop, 
adult male, Stump Lake, North Dakota, August 4, 1905; and No. 
26715, Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, adult female, 
Huron, South Dakota, July, 1881. Birds of this description may, 
however, almost always be separated from ChordeUea virginwm.ua 
heaperia by their pale, lightly barred under surface. The other ex- 
treme is a bird which has the markings of the upper parte very 
whitish, numerous, and extensive (No. 26717, Acad. Nat. Sci. Fhila., 
adult male, Huron, South Dakota, July, 1881). Another variation 
produces a bird in which most of the light markings on back, scap- 
ulars, pileum, and hind neck are buff, cream buff, or cream color (No. 
19835, Carnegie Mus., adult male, Madison, Minnesota, June 4, 1891). 
In some examples the lower tail-coverts and the middle of abdomen 
are almost immaculate white. There is some variation also in die 
depth of the color and in the width of the dark brown bars on. the 
posterior lower parts. As may be seen from the table of measure- 
ments, this form varies greatly in size, apparently more so than some 
of the other races. A single adult female (No. 1960, collection of 
L. B. Bishop), from Towner County, North Dakota, taken June 11, 
1895, is very brownish, and ochraceous or buffy both above and below, 
and is practically indistinguishable in appearance from very typical 
female ChordeUea virginianua kowelli, thus strikingly different from 
any of the females of ChordeUea virginianua sermetti examined. It 
is, of course, just possible that this individual wandered northward 
from the range of ChordeUea virginianua howeUi, 1 but it seems better 
to regard it as an abnormal variation of Chordeilea virginianua sen- 
netti. 

This subspecies has a more restricted distribution than most of 
the others. The birds from Huron, South Dakota, and from eastern 
South Dakota and eastern North Dakota in general are most typical, 
in that they carry to the extreme the characters of the subspecies ; and 
the type of this race, from 50 miles west of the Pembina Mountains, is 
practically the same as these. Specimens representing the breeding 
bird of Dickinson County, Iowa, and Madison, western Minnesota, 
verge toward ChordeUea virginianua virginianua, but are much nearer 
the present race. Examples from Strater, and from Darnall's Ranch, 
Dawson County, in northeastern Montana, are darker above, and 
very close to Chordeilea virginianua heaperia, but are, as a whole, 
nearer Chordeilea v. aennetti. A single specimen (No. 171803, 
U.S.N.M., June 3, 1889) from Fort Keogh, central eastern Mon- 
tana, seems to incline a little toward ChordeUea virginianua kowelli ,' 
in its more brownish and ochraceous colors above. Females from 
Towner County, North Dakota, are apparently darker on the upper 
surface than the females from farther south, but the males from the 
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corresponding localities do not seem to differ. Two birds shot on 
Washington Creek, Kansas, September 12, 1908, identified and 
recorded 1 by Alex Wetmore, constitute one of the two authentic 
records for Kansas. Strangely enough, however, ChordeUea vir- 
ginianua sennetti has apparently not a single record for Texas, 
although it almost certainly migrates through this State; since all 
the alleged instances of its occurrence there, so far as we have been 
able to determine, prove to be misidentifications of ChordeUea vir- 
ginianua howelli* or ChordeUea virginianua aserriensis.' Nothing 
definite is known concerning its winter home, but this is presumably 
South America. 

This race, like most of the others, rears but one brood a year — 
in June or July. There are records of eggs from Miner County, 
South Dakota, as early as June 6 (1894) ; and from Towner County, 
North Dakota, as late as June 30 (1895) ; while we have seen nestlings 
from Devils Lake, taken on July 18 (1901). 

The Sennett nighthawk was first described by Dr. Elliott Coues* 
in the following language: 

2. Sennetti, large, silvery grayish- white predominating above, the white 
below greatly in excess of the narrow, Irregular or broken, dark bars, and lit- 
tle or no rufous anywhere. Hob. Dakota to Texas, in any treeless country. 
Types 65,490, Mus. Smiths. Inst., formerly 3301, Mus. EL C, SO miles west of 
Pembina, Minn., July 16, 1873, and 4927, Coll. George B. Sennett, Wharton 
Co., Texas, May 27, 1887. 

Each of the specimens mentioned as types bears on the back of its 
label this legend, in the handwriting of Doctor Coues: "A type of 
the species Elliott Coues." The first example, which is now in the 
United States National Museum, has commonly received the dis- 
tinction of being the type, but its correct locality is not " 50 miles 
west of Pembina," as Coues and subsequent authors give it ; but " 50 
miles west of Pembina Mts.," as the original label, in Doctor Coues* 
own well-known chirography, shows. This specimen is an adult male 
in worn summer plumage, of large size — that is, as big as Chor- 
deUes virginianua virginianua, and of pale gray coloration, like the 
breeding birds of North Dakota and South Dakota; in fact, a good 
representative of the race that passes current under the name Chor- 
deUea virginianua aennetti. The alleged type specimen from Whar- 
ton County, Texas, which is now in the American Museum of Natural 
History, in New York, is, however, a typical breeding bird of the 
email, more buffy, though pale, form of southern Texas, which we 
hereinafter separate as ChordeUea virginianua aaerrienais* Since 
this example does not, consequently, agree with the original diagnosis, 

'Condor, vol. 11. 1909, p. 159. 

• See p. ST. 

•See p. 71. 

•Aut, vol. 6, January, 1S88, p. 37, ) 
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and since the specimen first mentioned, from 50 miles west of the 
Pembina Mountains, does so agree, the latter must stand as the type. 

Specimen* examined. — Seventy-seven specimens have been avail- 
able, from the localities that follow : 

Colorado,— Barr (Aug. 8, 1910). 

Iowa. — Dickinson County (June, 1881) ; 4 miles southeast of Boone 
(Oct 27, 1898). 

Kansas,— Burlington (October, 1891) ; Hamilton (Sept. 17, 1913). 

Minnesota,— Madison (May 25 and 28, 1891 ; July 4 and 18, 1891) ; 
Grant County (spring, 1877) ; Kimbrae (Sept 13, 1897). 

Montana, — Fort Keogh (June 3, 1889) ; Darnall's Ranch, Dawson 
County, 30 miles south of Glasgow (July 8, 1910) ; Strater, Valley 
County (July 16 and 18, 1910). 

North Dakota,— Fort Union (July 1, 1848) ; 50 miles west of the 
Pembina Mountains (July 16, 1873) ; Fort Rice (June 18, 1873) ; 
Pembina (June 13, 1873— parent of eggs) ; Linton (June 27, 1912) ; 
Big Muddy Creek (July 2, 1873); Towner County (June 1, 1895; 
June 7, 1895; June 11, 1895; June 80, 1895; July 8, 1895; July 17, 
1895; July 31, 1896) ; Rock Lake, Towner County (July 7, 1905) ; 
Devils Lake Indian Reservation (July 22, 1905) ; Tellers Bay, Devils 
Lake (July 18, 1901) ; Wolford, Pierce County (July 20, 1905) ; 
Turtle Mountain, Rolette County (July 6, 1902) ; Ottofy, Nelson 
County (June 19, 1905); Adler, Nelson County (July 31, 1902; 
Aug. 12, 1901) ; Stump Lake, Nelson County (June 22, 1905 ; July 21, 
1902; July 26, 1902; Aug. 2, 1902; Aug. 4, 1905; Aug. 9, 1901; Aug. 
14, 1905) ; Souris River (Sept. 3, 1873) ; Kenmare (July 15, 1913) ; 
Sentinel Butte (June 7, 1913) ; Glenullin (July 9, 1913) ; Bismarck. 

South Dakota, — Huron (July, 1881) ; near Rosebud (Aug. 14, 
1911) ; Missouri River 40 miles above Fort Pierre (June 30, 1856). 

Wyoming.— Little Medicine (Aug. 4, 1899) ; XJva (July 6, 1909). 
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Measurements of specimens of ChordeUes virglManus aetmetti — Continued. 
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CHOHDEILES VIRGINIANUS HOWBLLI,' new aubsptcict. 

Chars, svbsp. — Somewhat like ChordeUes virginianus sermetti, but 
male with upper parts more rufescent and somewhat paler, the dark 
brown ground color more rufescent, less grayish, and the light mark- 
ings much more buffy or ochraceous; posterior lower parts more 
buffy, and the anterior dark brown areas more rufescent. 

Description. — Type, adult male, No. 186731, U.S.N.M. ; Lipscomb, 
Texas, June 25, 1903, Arthur H. Howell; original number, 105. 
Upper parts brown, between hair brown and clove brown, much 
spotted, mottled, and irregularly and brokenly barred, so that com- 
paratively little of the ground color remains,' with brownish white, 
light brown, buff, and ochraceous, least numerously on the pileum, 
most coarsely on the scapulars, and in the form of broad irregular 
and broken 'bars on the upper tail-coverts, and of a more or less ob- 
servable collar of broad buff and ochraceous buff streaks on the hind 
neck; tail brown like the ground color of upper parts, crossed by 
about 7 wide, irregular and broken bars, one of which is terminal on 
only the middle pair of rectrices, these bars light hair brown or 
whitish, and widest on the middle pair of feathers, and all the 
rectrices but the two middle ones with a broad subtenninal band of 
pure white; wing-quills brown like the tail, the outer five primaries 
crossed by a very broad band of pure white posteriorly to the tip of 
the ninth primary (counting from the outermost) ; secondaries and 
inner primaries tipped with brownish white ; outer half or more of 
the inner webs of secondaries and inner primaries with cream white 
or buff bars, those on primaries broken or obsolescent ; the tertials 
mottled with light brown, brownish white, and buffy white, in the 
form of broad but much broken and obsolescent bars ; superior wing- 
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coverts brown like the wing-quills, the primary coverts with a few 
buff and brownish white spots, chiefly on inner webs, the others 
heavily spotted and mottled, in many places confidently, with cream 
white, brownish white, and buff, these light markings forming on 
the median and distal lesser coverts a conspicuous and almost solid 
patch; moostachial stripe and sides of head and neck dark brown 
like the ground color of upper parts, the subocular, postocular, and 
auricular regions, together with the sides of neck, conspicuously, 
the last-mentioned broadly, streaked with ochraccous buff and tawny 
ochraceous, the moustachial stripe much spotted and streaked with 
ochraceous buff and light tawny ochraceous; an ill-defined super- 
ciliary stripe consisting of spots and streaks of whitish and buffy, 
posteriorly confluent with the light streaks on the side of the' neck 
and on the cervix; lores mostly white, somewhat mixed, particu- 
larly on lower portion, with fine markings of dark brown; chin 
white, washed with buff, finely streaked, and somewhat spotted with 
dark brown; broad gular crescent pure white; jugulum and upper 
breast sepia, the former heavily spotted with tawny, the latter 
spotted, streaked, and barred with creamy white, brownish white, 
cream buff, and buff; remainder of inferior surface cream white, 
barred with sepia, most thickly on lower breast, least thickly but 
more widely on lower tail-coverts; under wing-coverts dark brown 
like the wings, heavily barred with white, cream white, buff, and 
ochraceous buff ; axillars cream color, barred with dark brown ; edge 
of wing along the alula white. 

Iris dark brown ; bill black ; feet gray. 

Measurements. — Male: Total length (in flesh), 235 mm.; 1 extent 
of wing, 565.2.' 

Female: Total length (in flesh), 228.6-254 (average, 239.8) ;■ ex- 
tent of wing, 558.8-690.6 (577.9).* 

Male: 1 Wing, 192.5-211 (average, 200) mm.; tail, .105-121 (112.8) ; 
exposed culmen, 5.9-7.0 (6.3) ; tarsus, 13-15.2 (14.3) ; middle toe, 
14.2-15.5 (14.9). 

Female:* Wing, 185-203.5 (198.4) mm.; tail, 104-122.6 (112.8); 
exposed culmen, 6.5-7.2 (6.9) ; tarsus, 13-14.8 (14.2) ; middle toe, 
14.6-16 (15.3). 

Type locality. — Lipscomb, northwestern Texas. 

Geographical distribution. — Central portion of western United 
States; south in migration through Central America, probably to 
South America. Breeds in the Lower Austral, Upper Austral, 
Transition, and Canadian zones, north to the Republican River, 



• Three apedmenB. 
" Ten specimen*, from Kansas. Tpihs, Colorado, Utah, and W 

* Teu specimen", from Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, uni Utah,. 
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central northern Kansas ; southwestern Nebraska ; Wray and Love- 
land, northeastern Colorado; Laramie Peak, southeastern Wyoming; 
Greybull and Germania in Bighorn County, northwestern Wyoming ; 
west to Germania and Fort Bridget*, western Wyoming; and Parley's 
Park, Wasatch Mountains, central northern Utah; south to the 
Uinta Mountains, northeastern Utah ; Grand Junction, central west- 
ern Colorado; Twin Lakes, central Colorado; the Bio Grande and 
Trinidad, central southern Colorado; Sierra Grande and Cuervo, 
northeastern New Mexico; Hereford and Lamb County, northwest- 
ern Texas; San Angelo and Giddings, central Texas; east to Gid- 
dings, central Texas; Terrell and Bonham, central northern Texas; 
Lawton, central southern Oklahoma ; Cairo, Hamilton, Turkey Creek, 
and the Republican River, middle Kansas. Migrates through eastern 
Mexico and Central America, and casually east to Grant County, 
southwestern Minnesota, and Warsaw, western Illinois. Winters 
probably in South America. 

Remarks. — The male of this new race differs from that of Chor- 
deUes virginianas henryi in lighter upper surface, particularly on 
the scapulars and tertials, the dark areas being more brownish (less 
blackish) and the light markings finer and usually much less deeply 
tawny or ochraceous; and in the lighter lower surface, which is less 
deeply buffy on posterior portion and less rufescent on the anterior 
part. From ChordeUes virginianua hesperis he may readily be dis- 
tinguished by his much paler upper parts, the dark brown areas less 
blackish, the light mottlings much more numerous; and by the paler, 
anteriorly less rufescent, posteriorly more buffy, and more narrowly 
or brokenly barred lower surface. He is eo very different from Chor- 
deUes virginianua virginianua by reason of his much paler, more 
brownish, and much more numerously ochraceous- and buffy-marked 
upper parts ; lighter, less blackish (more brownish) anterior lower 
surface ; and lighter, less heavily barred breast and abdomen, that he 
is distinguishable almost at a glance. 

The female is usually more brownish, decidedly more mottled with 
ochraceous on the upper parts, and much more buffy below than is 
the mala This makes the female more closely resemble the female 
of ChordeUes virginianua henryi than the male does the male of 
ChordeUes v. henryi, but she nevertheless is separable from the 
female of ChordeUes v. henryi by her lighter, more rufescent (less 
blackish) brown upper parts, with paler, usually finer and more 
numerous markings; and by the lighter jugulum (both as regards 
the ground color and the tawny and buff markings), throat, and 
posterior lower parts. From the female of ChordeUes virginianus 
sennetti she may be .distinguished on the upper parts by her much 
more brownish (less grayish) and lighter ground color, and much 
more ochraceous light markings; and below by the more rufescent, 
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lees grayish, hue of the dark brown areas, the more ochraceous, 
tawny, or buff light parts, and the rather more weakly and brokenly 
barred abdomen. Compared with female ChordeUes virginianus 
hesperis, she is paler above, the dark areas being more brownish (less 
blackish or grayish), the light markings more numerous and more 
generally tawny or ochraceous (less whitish), so that the general 
effect is more rufescent; she is also lighter below, the dark areas, 
particularly the jugulum, more rufescent, the throat and other light 
portions anteriorly averaging more deeply tawny or ochraceous, 
posteriorly nearly always much more deeply and extensively buff, 
with lighter dusky bars. 

The first autumn plumage is somewhat similar to that of ChordeUes 
virginianus hesperis, but is very much lighter above — is, in fact, the 
lightest of all the races excepting ChordeUes virginianus sennetti — 
more extensively mottled, the dark markings greatly reduced ; also 
on the light areas more ochraceous or buffy, and on the dark portions 
more brownish (less blackish). It differs from the first autumn 
plumage of ChordeUes virginianus sennetti in its darker, more 
ochraceous or buffy upper parts, and less finely and closely vennicu- 
lated throat and jugulum. 

Individual variation in this subspecies is about as great aa in 
ChordeUes virginianus hesperis. The normal coloration of the male 
is fairly represented by the type described above. Occasionally the 
upper parts are much more extensively light-mottled, so much so 
that the dark ground color is almost obscured, as in No. 88316, 
U.S.N.M., adult male, Laramie Peak, Wyoming, June 9, 1864. The 
other extreme shows in No. 43846, Amer. Mus. Nat Hist, adult male, 
Fort Bridger, Wyoming, June 22, 1858, in which the upper parts 
are much less heavily mottled, and the light markings more whitish, 
pale brownish or buffy (less ochraceous), thus giving the center of 
the back and the upper surface generally a more blackish aspect 
Such birds are much like some specimens of ChordeUes virginianus 
hesperis, but are distinguishable by their more brownish cast above, 
and by their more creamy or buffy posterior lower parts. Rarely, as 
in No. 48531, Mus. Comp. Zool., adult male, Fort Bridger, Wyoming, 
June 22, 1858, the light markings of upper surface are more whitish, 
in which case the bird very much resembles ChordeUes virginianus 
sennetti; but the more brownish upper parts and more creamy or 
buffy ventral surface will serve to distinguish such specimens. The 
ground color of the posterior lower parts in the male is occasionally 
almost pure white, usually cream color or buff, sometimes cream buff. 
The female varies even much more than the male. One extreme is 
observable in specimens such as No. 166920, U.S.N.M., adult female, 
Henrietta, Texas, July 30, 1900, and No, 43530, Mus. Comp. Zool., 
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Fort Bridger, Wyoming, June 21, 1858, which have dark, dull, black- 
ish brown upper parte, with but sparse ochraceous, whitish or dull 
light brown mottlings, especially on the back, in which respect they 
are somewhat like ChordeUes virginianus hesperis, though more 
brownish, and which have also the breast and jugulum mostly dark 
brown with some huff or ochraceous buff spots, and the posterior 
lower parts whitish or pale buff. The other extreme is to be seen in 
birds like No. 19078, U.S.N.M., adult female, Antelope Hills, 150 
miles west of Fort Cobb, Oklahoma, June 7, 1860, and No. 94693, 
U.S.N.M., Colorado Springs, Colorado, June 24, 1883, in which the 
upper parts are, in general effect, very tawny, much as in ChordeUes 
virginianus henryi, though paler, with the light markings above 
numerous and all tawny or tawny ochraceous ; the throat and jugu- 
lum are mostly tawny and tawny ochraceous; and the posterior lower 
surface deep buff. 

That three well-defined subspecies have hitherto been included 
under the name ChordeUes virginianus henryi is shown very plainly 
by the material available for the present investigation. One of these, 
to which the name ChordeUes virginianus henryi l is applicable, is a 
large, rather dark, very rufescent or tawny bird, and occupies, dur- 
ing the breeding season, the greater part of New Mexico and Ari- 
zona; another, a small, pale, and rather grayish bird, summers chiefly 
in southern Texas, and to this the name ChordeUes virginianus 
aserriensis * seems to apply ; while the third is the large, light-colored 
buffy or ochraceous race, which ranges in summer from Wyoming 
and Colorado to Kansas and central Texas, and which I have above 
named ChordeUes virginianus howetti. 

The geographical area occupied by ChordeUes virginianus howelU 
lies between the ranges of ChordeUes virginianus hesperis and Chor- 
deUes virginianus aserriensis' on the one hand, and between Chor- 
deUes virginianus sennetti and ChordeUes virginianus henryi, on 
the other; and it is to a certain degree intermediate also in colors; 
but notwithstanding this, it presents characters that are fairly 
uniform over practically all of its range, except, of course, along 
the very edges of its distribution, where it passes into the sur- 
rounding forms of the species; and it is, on the whole, as the sub- 
species of ChordeUes virginianus go, a readily recognizable race. 
Birds from Fort Hays and Cairo, in middle Kansas, are not dif- 
ferent from those of Colorado and southern Wyoming; and those 
from the southern part of Colorado, in the Rio Grande Valley, 
seem to be just like those from other parts of the same State— 

1 Chordettet henryi Catatn, IHuBtr. Birds Oil., Teifrn, Ore., Brit and Bom. Amec, vol. 1, 
1800, p. 23S (Fort Webster, N. Ilex.). 
• Cherrte, Auk, vol. 13, April, 1893, p. 130. See auto p. 73. 



a B y Google 



62 BULLETIN 86, UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

that is, typical. Specimens from Germania, Greybull, and other 
localities in northern Wyoming are darker above, thus verging some- 
what toward ChordeUea virginianua heaperis, though still much too 
pale and brownish above for that form. Examples from southeast- 
ern Wyoming show some tendency toward intergradation with Chor- 
deUes virginianua aennetti. The few individuals from Henrietta in 
central northern Texas examined are in color typical ChordeUes 
virginianua howelM, but in size appear to be smaller, in this showing 
a close approach to ChordeUes virginianua oserrienais ' of southern 
Texas; but the small series and the worn and otherwise poor con- 
dition of the specimens may be responsible for at least part of the 
difference. Birds which apparently represent the breeding form of 
Lee County, Texas, considerably farther south and near the known 
breeding range of ChordeUes virginianua oaerrienais, 1 are, however, 
larger, while those from northwestern Texas are of full size. The 
differences in size that obtain in birds from the various parts of the 
breeding range of the present race are observable in the following 
average measurements : 
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One adult male from Warsaw, Illinois (No. 98226, U.S.N.M.), 
taken, May 20, 1884, and another from Grant County, Minnesota (No. 
81564, Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist.), collected in the spring of 1877, seem 
to be both practically typical ChordeUes virginianua howelli, though 
apparently far out of the normal migration route of this form, and 
thus of merely casual occurrence here. The present race undoubtedly 
migrates regularly through Mexico and Central America to South 
America, but there is only one certain record of its occurrence south 
of the United States: a single individual from the Escondido River, 
in Nicaragua, 50 miles above Blueflelds, taken, September 17, 1892, 
by Dr. Charles W. Richmond. 

The specimen (No. 6696, U.S.N.M.) that Prof. Spencer F. Baird 
regarded as the type of ChordeUes virginianua henryi Cassin is still 
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in the United States National Museum. The face of its label is as 
follows: 



Pacific R. R. S. Near 88" L. LtELO, Beckwiti, U. S 
8696 Chordeiles henry 
Rio Grande Valley Kreutzfeldt 10 



On the reverse side is the word " type " in Professor Baird's hand- 
writing. This specimen was really taken in the San Luis Valley near 
38° north latitude, in central southern Colorado, where Lieutenant 
Beckwith's expedition is known to have traveled. Professor Baird 
recorded this specimen as the type of Chordeiles mrginianus henryi* 
but, possibly by typographical error, gave it the wrong number 
(6690) j 1 and on the following page, 1 in the " List of specimens," still 
another erroneous number (6698). This example is, however, not the 
real type of Chordeiles virginianus henryi, which came from Fort 
Webster, New Mexico, as we shall fully explain under that form, 1 
and Professor Baird in considering it such was evidently under mis- 
apprehension regarding the specimen on which Mr. Cassin based his 
description of Chordeiles henryi.* This supposed type is a female, 
in juvenal plumage, though full grown, with spotted throat and 
much mottled upper surface, and is undoubtedly an example of the 
present race, Chordeiles virgmiawus howelU. 

Specimens examined.— I have examined 106 examples of this new 
race, from the localities below : 

Colorado^-Lovel&nd {July 23, 1895) ; Rio Grande (June 10, 13, 
and 15, 1873) ; Colorado Springs (June 24, 1873) ; Barr (June 4, 
1910) ; Wray (May 21, 1909) ; San Luis Valley, near 38° north lati- 
tude; Denver (July 7, 1888) ; mountains west of Denver. 

Illinois.— Warsaw (May 20, 1884). 

Kansas.— Fort Hays (June 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, and 12, 1871) ; Republican 
River (May 24 and 26, 1864) ; Republican River, 70 miles west of 
Fort Riley (June 30, 1857) ; Turkey Creek (July 21, 1857) ; Cairo 
(July 29, 1892) ; Hamilton (July 11 and 17, 1913; Sept 10, 1913). 

Minnesota.— Grant County (spring, 1877). 

New Mexico. — Socorro (Aug. 15, 1909, E. A. Goldman) ; Cuervo 
(June 13, 1903, V. Bailey) ; Cantonment Burgwyn (Sept 2, 1859) ; 
Sierra Grande (Aug. 17, 1903). 

Oklahoma. — Antelope Hills, 150 miles weBt of Fort Cobb (June 7, 
1860) ; Lawton (June 30, 1905) ; Chattanooga (July 4, 1905). 

Texas.— Henrietta (July 30 and 31, 1900; Aug. 18, 1892; Aug. 1 

1 Rep. Eiplor. and 8nrv. B. II. Vac, vol. 0, 1868, p. 153. 

• See pp. 68-89. 

* Caasln, llluatr. Birds Cal., Tbibb, Ore., Brit, and Rusa. Amer., vol. 1, 18BB, p. 239, 
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and 3, 1900) ; Mobeetie (July 23 5 1903) ; Corpus Christi (Oct. 22, 
1909; May 21, 24, and 28, 1891; April 22, 1889; April 21 and 24, 
1891) ; San Antonio (April 16, 1889; May 31, 1891) ; Dallas; Lips- 
comb (June 25, 1903); Giddings (May 12 and 17, 1887; June 7. 
1887) ; Lee County (May 26, 1888) ; Eio Grande City (May 1, 1889) . 

Utah.— Parley's Park, Wasatch Mountains (June 21, 1869; July 
24j 1869; Aug. 13 and 16, 1869). 

Wyoming.— Fort Bridger (June 16, 19, 21, and 22, 1858) ; Laramie 
Peak (June 4, 6, 9, and 21, 1864) ; Greybull (June 15 and 20, 1910) ; 
La Bonte River (Aug-. 8, 1858) ; Riverside (June 9, 1911) ; Bridger 
Pass (Aug. 13, 1856) ; Germania (June 23, 1910) ; Dry Creek, near 
Germania (June 22, 1910) ; Bitter Creek (Aug. 1, 1895) ; Laramie 
River (Aug. 27, 1876) ; Arvada (Aug. 21, 1913). 

Campeche. — LaTuxpana (May 8, 1913). 

Nicaragua. — Escondido River, 50 miles from Bluefields (Sept. 17, 
1892). 

Measurements of specimens of Chordeiles virginianus howelli. 
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i Used In measurement averages on p. 58. 
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CHORDKILBS VIRGINIANUS HKNHVI C™in. 

Chordeiles henryi Cassis, IlluBt Birds Cal., Teiaa, Ore., Brit and Rubs. 
Amer., vol. 1, 1855, p. 239 (Port Webster, N. Mex.). 

Chars, subsp.— Similar to Chordeiles virginianus howelli, but up- 
per surface, both ground color and markings, much darker, the 
latter more tawny and also coarser: lower parts posteriorly more 
buffy, anteriorly more ruf escent. 

Iris dark brown ; bill black ; feet gray. 

Measurements. — Male: Total length (in flesh), 228.6-243 (average, 
236.2 mm.; » extent of wing, 535.^-617.5 (596.6). 1 

Female: Total length (in flesh), 2225-241.3 (232.5);" extent of 
wing, 573-603.3 (593.7).* 

Male 4 : Wing, 188-209.5 (average, 199.7) mm.; tail, 104-116.5 
(111.1) ; exposed culmen, 6.5-7.5 (7.0) ; tarsus, 13.9-15.8 (14.6) ; 
middle toe, 14-16.5 (15). 

Female 9 : Wing } 182-198 (189.5) ; tail, 102.5-117.5 (110) ; exposed 
culmen, 6.0-7.5 (6.6) ; tarsus, 12.5-14.8 (14.1) ; middle toe, 13.2-16 
(14.7). 

Type-locality. — Fort Webster, southern New Mexico. 

Geographical distribution. — Southwestern United States and ex- 
treme northwestern Mexico ; south in migration through Mexico, prob- 
ably to South America. Breeds in the Lower Austral, Upper Austral, 
Transition, and Canadian zones, north to Taos, central northern New 
Mexico; Montrose, southwestern Colorado; Ream's Canyon in Navajo 
County, San Francisco Mountain, and the Hualapai Mountains, in 
north central Arizona; west to Mellen, central western Arizona; 
Prescott, central Arizona ; Picacho Peak, south central Arizona ; and 
Nogales, central southern Arizona ; south to Nogales, central northern 
Sonora; Babicora, central western Chihuahua; and Alamito (Pre- 
sidio County), central western Texas; and east to Fort Stockton and 
Pecos City, central western Texas; Carlsbad and Eoswell, south- 
eastern New Mexico; with Santa Rosa and Glorieta, north central 
New Mexico. Migrates through Mexico, east to Tamaulipas, and 
west to Jalisco, and presumably through Central America. Winters 
probably in South America. 

Remarks. — The present race proves not to be relatively so light, 
particularly on the upper parts, as it has credit for being, and is 
darker than any of the other western United States forms excepting 
Chordeiles virginianus hesperis. The male is similar to the same sex 
of Chordeiles virginianus hesperis, but is lighter, more brownish 



* Five specimens, 

* Uneven specimens, from Arizona and New Meiico, 

* Twelve specimens, from Arizona, New Meiico, and Chihuahua. 
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above, with the light mottliugs coarser, more numerous, and much 
more tawny ; below lighter, the dark areas of the anterior parts more 
rufescent brown (less blackish) ; the light ground color of the posterior 
surface decidedly more buffy, the dark bars narrower. From Chor- 
deilea virginianus sennetti he may be distinguished by darker, much 
more rufescent upper parts, with coarser and more tawny light 
markings, and by the greater rufescence of the dark areas and the 
more buffy suffusion of the light areas on the ventral surface. He 
differs from Chordeiles virginianus virginianus in his much lighter, 
more brownish (less blackish) groundcolor above, the light mottlings 
being much more numerous, coarser, and more tawny ; in the more 
rufescent hue of the dark areas of lower surface, and generally 
lighter tone below, the posterior parts more buffy, with narrower 
dark brown bars. 

The female seems to be, on the upper surface, practically like the 
male, but is decidedly more buffy on the posterior lower parts. She 
may be distinguished from the female of Chordeiles virginianus 
hesperis by reason of her more rufescent (less grayish or blackish) 
brown ground color above, with much coarser, more tawny light 
markings. 

The Juvenal and first autumn plumages are much lighter on the 
upper parts than are those of any of the other races excepting Chor- 
deiles virginianus sennetti and Chordeiles virginianus koweUi. Com- 
pared with the latter they are much more rufescent above, and, 
because of this, somewhat darker. 

As in other races, there is a considerable range of individual varia- 
tion in both size and color. The ground color of the posterior ventral 
surface of the male is nearly always creamy or buffy white, but 
occasionally varies to almost pure white. The same parts in the 
female are buff or cream buff. The upper surface in both sexes is 
normally dark rufescent brown, even somewhat blackish, with tawny 
or tawny ochraceous mottlings. In some specimens, as, for instance, 
in No. 204516, U.S.N.M., male, from the Hachita Mountains, New 
Mexico, July 16, 19(58, these light markings range to buff and even 
whitish. Sometimes the ground color of the upper parts is of a much 
lighter brown, so that it is much like that of Chordeiles virginianus 
howelli, as in No. 6013, U.S.N.M., male, from Nogales, Arizona, June, 
1857; and No. 16587, Field Museum, male, from the Huachuca 
Mountains, June 7, 1901 ; but such specimens are distinguishable by 
the more buffy abdomen. 

Breeding birds from southern Arizona and northern Chihuahua, 
Mexico, represent the extreme differentiation of the present race. 
Those from New Mexico are, as a whole, somewhat less ochraceous 
or tawny, but are just as dark. A specimen from Taos, in northern 
New Mexico, is intermediate between Chordeiles virginianus henryi 
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and Chordeiles virgimianus howelli, being lighter and less ochraceous 
above, but, so far as we can determine from a single individual, it is 
nearer the former. Two specimens from Paisano, in central western 
Texas (Nos. 140404 and 140405, U.S.N.M.), taken, July 14, 1890, by 
Mr. William Lloyd, are less ochraceous above than even New Mexico 
birds, in this respect like Chordeiles virginianus howelli, but they are, 
nevertheless, dark like Chordeiles virginianus henryi; in size they are 
rather small, verging in this respect toward CkordeUes virginianus 
aserriensis; * they seem, however, all things considered, to be properly 
referable to Chordeiles v. henryi, as they are much too dark and also 
too large for Chordeiles virginianus aserriensis. This identification 
is strengthened by two other specimens — one from Fort Stockton, 
western Texas (No. 43532, M.C.Z.) , taken, May 24, 1860 ; and the other 
from the crossing of the Pecos River, near the mouth of Delaware 
Creek, in southern New Mexico (No. 17607, M.C-Z.) , taken, June 11, 
1855, both of which are seen to be much like typical Chordeiles vir- 
ginianus henryi. 

The amount of variation in size among specimens of this subspecies 
from various parts of its range are illustrated in the subjoined table 
of average millimeter measurements : 
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Three females, [mm western Texas and southeastern 









A specimen of this race from Guadalajara, Jalisco, indicates that 
it migrates through Mexico on its way to and from its probable 
winter home in South America. There are records of Chordeiles 
virginianus "henryi" from Jerez, Zacatecas, Mexico ;* Southern 
Pine Ridge, British Honduras; 2 Bogota, Colombia; 1 and South 
America down to Chupat, Patagonia; a but there is, in the absence of 
specimens, no means of determining to which one of the five western 
subspecies these records belong. 

This subspecies breeds at about the same time of year as the more 
northern races; and there are eggs in the United States National 
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Museum, taken by C. M. Barber, in the Sierra Madre of Chihuahua, 
at 8,000 feet altitude, on June 14, 1899; and from San Luis Spring 
in the San Luis Mountains in southwestern New Mexico, taken on 
July 3, 1892, by Dr. E. A. Mearns. 

In the original description of Chordeiles virginianus henryi, 1 
Mr. Cassin mentions specimens of this form that Dr. T. C. Henry 
obtained at Fort Webster, and that Lieut Gunnison's exploring 
party collected in New Mexico. As we have already shown,* Prof. 
S. F. Baird considered as the type the specimen which Kreutzfeldt, 
who was naturalist to Lieutenant Gunnison's party under Lieutenant 
Beckwith, collected in the San Luis Valley in southern Colorado, 
this being then a part of New Mexico. This supposed type is a 
juvenal female, whereas the bird actually described by Cassin is an 
adult male, the description of which agrees very satisfactorily in 
both color and size with the specimen now considered as the type in 
the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. The bird now in 
question is marked on the present red type label, the original label 
having apparently been lost, as follows : " 24179 — Type of Chordeiles 
Henryi Cass. Bds. Col. & Tex., p. 233 " ; and on the reverse side, " Bio 
Grande Lat 32° Dr T C Henry." 

Witmer Stone, in his account of the type specimens of birds in the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia,' gives the type- 
locality of Chordeiles virginianus henryi as " Kio Grande, Lat. 32°," 
evidently copying the data from the label of the above specimen 
marked as type. 

Cassin, in his original description of Chordeiles virginianus henryi, 
evidently intended to base the name on the specimen obtained by Dr. 
T. C. Henry, for it is the one he fully describes and of which he 
gives measurements; furthermore, mentions the female (i. e., the 
specimen collected in southern Colorado by Mr. Kreutzfeldt, of Lieu- 
tenant Gunnison's party) only incidentally and briefly; and speaks 
as follows of the origin of his material: * " Specimens of this interest- 
ing species have been procured at Fort Webster, New Mexico, by Dr. 
Henry and by the unfortunate party under command of the late Lieu- 
tenant Gunnison." Finally he named the new bird in honor of Dr. 
T. C. Henry. Thus it appears that Henry's specimen, now regarded 
as the type in the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, is 
from Fort Webster, or it is from the Rio Grande at latitude 32°, 
or it is not the type. The first is undoubtedly the true status of this 
case; for many of the labels used by Henry had printed on them the 
locality "Kio Grande Latitude 32°," and he doubtless tied one of 
these to the specimen, and neglected to change the locality. Further- 
more, Cassin had ample opportunity to learn from Henry the true 

1 Illnct. Bird* Cal., Texas., Ore., Brit, and Rosa. Amer., vol. 1, 1SS6, p. 239. 

' Pases 02-63. 

• Proc Acad. Nat. Set. rhlla.. 1B8», p. SO. 
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source of the specimen. Witmer Stone, in his above-mentioned ac- 
count of the type, adds that another specimen with the same data 
is in the United States National Museum as No. 6005. It is, how- 
ever, practically certain that this " No. 6005, U.S.N.M." is the very 
same as the real type now in the Academy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia, for this specimen the Smithsonian Institution returned 
to Doctor Henry in 1859, and the bird thence found its way into the 
Academy collection. In the bird catalogue of the United States 
National Museum (i. e., the Smithsonian Institution) it is entered as 
from "Rio Mimbres L. 32°"; and Professor Baird, who doubtless 
was aware of its true locality, recorded it ' as from the Rio Mimbres 
(i. e., Fort Webster). This is added evidence, if any be needed, that 
the type locality is Fort Webster, for Professor Baird was undoubt- 
edly familiar with the correct localities of Doctor Henry's specimens, 
as other cases go to prove. 

The type is a very dark specimen, blackish on the upper parts, 
with deep tawny markings, and is an extreme example of the Arizona 
race. It has been mounted and is somewhat discolored, though still 
well preserved. 

Specimens examined. — Of this subspecies 62 specimens have been 
available, from the subjoined localities: 

Arizona.— -Fort Huachuca (June 2 and 3, 1892) ; Santa Cruz 
River, west of the Patagonia Mountains (June 7 and 21, 1893) ; 
Santa Rita Mountains (June 11 and 14, 1884) ; San Pedro River, 
Cochise County (June 10, 1902) ; Huachuca Mountains, 9,000 feet 
altitude (June 17 and 23, 1902; July 8 and 10, 1896; July 16, 1901; 
Aug. 17, 1902) ; foothills of Huachuca Mountains (June 7, 1901) ; 
Picacho Peak, Pinal County (May 9, 1885) ; Fort Whipple (Pres- 
cott) (Aug. 11, 1864) ; Winslow, 2 miles east of Little Colorado 
(July 10, 1887) ; Flagstaff (June 18, 1887) ; Salmon Lake (July 7, 
1887). 

Colorado. — Montrose (July 9, 1885). 

New Mexico.— Carlsbad (Sept. 4, 1901) ; Hachita (July 16, 1908) ; 
Santa Fe (Aug. 23, 1882) ; Apache in Grant County (Aug. 18, 1886) ; 
Santa Rosa (June 3, 1903) ; northwestern foothills of Capitan Moun- 
tains (June 30, 1903) ; Fort Webster; crossing of Pecos River, near 
the mouth of Delaware Creek (June 11, 1855, J. Pope) ; eastern side 
of San Luis Mountains, Mexican boundary line (June 25, 1892) ; 
Bear Ridge, Zufii Mountains (June 14, 1909) ; Copperton (July 20, 
1905) ; Taos, 7,400 feet altitude (July 15, 1904) ; Lang Ranch, 
Animas Valley (Aug. 11, 1908). 

Texas.— Fort Clark (May 27, 1898) ; San Antonio (May 9, 1889) ; 
Paisano (July 14, 1890) ; Fort Stockton (May 24, 1860) ; Pecos City 
(May 24, 1887) ; 25 miles south of Alpine (July 2, 1901). 



1. Bxplor. end Sorv. R. H. Psc., vol. S, 1SBS, p. 1M. 
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(7ampeohe.—lA Tuxpana (Apr. 8, 1913; Sept 7, 1910). 

Chihuahua.— Chihuahua {Aug. 12, 1889) ; Whitewater, United 
States boundary line (June 17 and 20, 1892) ; Babicora (June 21, 
1902) ; Pacheco (July 28, 1905; Aug. 6 and 12, 1905). 

Jalisco. — Guadalaj ara. 

Sonora. — Nogales (June, 1857). 

Tamaulipas. — Montelunga (Apr. 30, 1909) ; Victoria (Apr. 23, 
1888). 

Measurements of specimens of Chordeiles virgtnianus henryi. 
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CHORDEILES VnUHKXUTUS ASEREntlfSIS CbanU. 

Chordeiles virginianus aterrtensU Chkbbim, Auk, vol, 13, April, 1896. p. 136 
(Valley of Aseirl River, San Jose, Costa Rica). 

Chan, subsp. — Resembling Chordeiles virgindonua sennetti, but de- 
cidedly smaller; general tone of upper parts lighter and more ochra- 
ceous, the light areas more buffy or ochraceous (less grayish or 
whitish) and somewhat more extensive; and the dark brown areas 
of anterior lower surface less grayish. 

Measurement*. Male : Total length (in flesh), 223-240 (average 
232) mm.; 1 extent of wing, 573-685 (578.7). » 

Male: 'Wing, 179-188 (average, 183.7) mm.; tail, 94.5-105 (101.1) ; 
exposed oilmen, 6.0-7.9 (6.7) ; tarsus, 13.8-15.1 (14.5) ; middle toe, 
13-14.8 (13.9). 

Female:* Wing, 179-185.5 (182.7) mm.; tail, 98.3-106 (102.6); 
exposed oilmen, 6.3-7.5 (6.9); tarsus, 13.5-14.8 (14.2); middle toe, 
14-15.5 (14.4). 

Type-locality. — Valley of the Aserri River, near San Jose, Costa 
Rica. 

Geographical distribution Central southern Texas, and northern 

Tamaulipas, Mexico ; south in migration to Costa Rica and probably 
South America. Breed's in the Lower Austral Zone, north to San 
Antonio and Rock Springs, south central Texas; west to Samuels, 
Texas ; south to Matamoros, northeastern Tamaulipas, Mexico ; and 
east to Brownsville, Corpus Christi, Wharton County, and Rich- 
mond, central southern Texas. Migrates south through eastern 
Mexico and Costa Rica. Winters probably in South America. 

Remarks. — -This heretofore unrecognized race seems to be in color 
most nearly like Chordeiles virgitUanus aenmetti, though in this re- 
spect also near Chordeiles virginiamts howelli and probably in reality 
most closely resembling this form, which it adjoins geographically. 
From the latter it may be distinguished in the male by smaller size, 
rather lighter, somewhat less brownish (more grayish) upper parts, 
with less ochraceous (more whitish or grayish) markings, and 
slightly less buffy posterior lower parte. It differs more strongly 
from Chordeiles virginianus henryi in its smaller size ; much lighter, 
more grayish (less brownish) upper surface, with finer, much more 
grayish and whitish (less ochraceous and tawny) light markings; 
nearly or quite white, instead of buffy, posterior lower surface; and 
less mfescent dark areas of the anterior under parts. 

The female of this subspecies is much more deeply buffy oh the 
posterior lower surface than is the male, and also averages slightly 
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paler, more brownish above, with markings more tawny or ochra- 
ceous. She may be differentiated from the female of ChordeUes vir- 
ginianus howeUi by her lighter, less brownish (more grayish) upper 
surface, with less tawny and ochraceous in the light markings; and 
by the less deeply buffy lower parts- 
No juvenal or first autumn specimen of ChordeUes virginianus 
oserriensis has been available, but in this plumage this race is doubt- 
less similar to that of Chordeilee virginianus howeUi, though more 
grayish; that is, intermediate in color between the latter form and 
Chordeiles virginianus aermetti. 

Individual variation has about the same range as in other races, 
though greater than in some. In the male the posterior lower parts 
are usually almost pure white, occasionally washed with buff; the 
breast and jugulum dark brown, varying to a much lighter shade, 
which is still further lightened by being much obscured by large 
buff and cream buff spots. The upper surface of the male is in color 
normally somewhere between Chordeilee virginianus sennetti and 
ChordeUes virginianus howeUi, but rather lighter than either. From 
this it varies to (1) a much more brownish shade, with buffy ochra- 
ceous markings, so that it is practically like Chordeiles virginianils 
howeUi, as in No. 81582, American Museum of Natural History, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, April 24, 1889; to (2) a still lighter brown, 
which is more heavily light-mottled, as in No. 152229, U.S.N" .M., San 
Antonio, Texas, May 9, 1891 ; to (3) a very grayish and blackish con- 
dition, with the light mottlings somewhat reduced, so that it becomes 
almost like ChordeUes virginianus sennetti, as in No. 27307, Acad. 
Nat Sci. Phila., Corpus Christi, Texas, May 23, 1891 ; and to (4) a 
condition like the last, but with the light mottlings much reduced, so 
that the general tone is much more blackish — almost identical with 
typical ChordeUes virginianus hesperis, as in No. 203649, U.S.N.M., 
Runge, Texas, September 21, 1906. These variations are, of course, 
exceptional ; and ChordeUes virginianus aserriensis is so much smaller 
than any of the races that It closely resembles in color that there 
should usually be no difficulty in identifying specimens. Some such 
individuals as (3) have been identified as ChordeUes virginianus 
"sennetti" and the so-called Texas "type" of ChordeUes virginianus 
sennetti has been found to be one of these. In the female the ground 
color of the posterior lower surface ranges from buffy white to deep 
buff, and averages about cream buff. The upper parts vary about as 
in the male: To (1) a light brown with ochraceous mottling, very 
much like the same sex of Chordeiles virginianus howeUi, as in No. 
19853, Carnegie Museum, Cameron County, Texas, May 16, 1902; to 
(2) a ftimUar Hght brown, more heavily mottled, but with less ochra- 
ceousy as in'Nd.297786, U.S.N.M., Runge, Texas, August 25, 1905 ; and 
to (3) a very dark, blackish brown, with much reduced light mark.- 
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ing, so that it closely resembles the female of Ckordeilea virginianua 
hesperUy as in No. 81569, Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., Corpus Christi, 
Texas, May 15, 1882. 

The limited breeding area of this race permits little opportunity 
for geographical variation within its boundaries, and there is none 
worth mentioning. This bird breeds in Texas from April to July, 
and there are eggs in the United States National Museum collected 
from April 24 to June 28. 

An adult male of this race in the Sennett collection (No. 81591, 
Amer. Mus. Nat Hist.), from Wharton County, Texas, taken May 
27, 1887, was marked by Dr. Elliott Coues as one of the types of his 
ChordeUes popetue \^=virginianv*\ sermetti, 1 and upon this basis the 
range of the latter was extended to Texas. This specimen, as we 
hare already shown, 1 can Hot be considered the type of Ckordeilea 
virginianua aennetti, hut must be referred to the present form. 

Regarding the name we are here using for this race the following 
remarks are necessary : G. K. Cherrie some 18 years ago described B 
a nighthawk from a few specimens from Central America. His 
type was a specimen taken on the Aserri River, near San Jose, 
Costa Rica, and he therefore called the supposed new race Ckordeilea 
virginianua oaerrienaia. I have made every effort to trace this type 
specimen, but without any success ; and Mr. Cherrie himself assures 
me that he has no idea where it finally went. The application of this 
name must therefore be settled chiefly by the original description. 
There is no doubt that Mr. Cherrie had in hand a male nighthawk 
of the virginianua style in fully grown Juvenal or first autumn 
plumage, not adult, as he supposed. Allowing for this immaturity, 
the characters that Mr. Cherrie gives are just those distinguishing 
the small, pale race which summers in southern Texas. A little ad- 
ditional light is thrown on the subject by a Juvenal male nighthawk, 
No. 128373, U.S.N.M. (still in the National Museum), collected by 
Dr. C. W. Richmond on the Escondido River, 50 miles from Blue- 
fields, Nicaragua, October 28, 1892. This specimen Mr. Cherrie 
refers to his new race with the remark that it is much darker on the 
upper surface than his type, as it should be, for it turns out to be 
really an example of Ckordeilea virginianua heaperia! It is, of course, 
often difficult, owing to the great range of individual variation in all 
the races of this species, to identify a specimen with absolute cer- 
tainty from a description alone; but in this case, in view of the 
rather full description which agrees in all respects with the characters 
of the present form, it seems best to use for this race the title 

1 Auk, vol. 5, January, 1888, p. 37. 

1 Pages 65-06. 

3 Auk, vol. 13, April, 1886, p. 136. 

13732°— Bull. 86—14 6 
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ChordeUes virginianua aserriensis until this name can -be proved 
ineligible from an examination of the type. 

Specimens examined. — Fifty-three specimens of this race have been 
handled, from the following localities: 

Texas.— Fort Brown (June 25 and 28, 1877) ; Brownsville (Apr. 
15, 1892; Apr. 25, 1889; Aug. 11, 1891) ; Cameron County (May 6, 
8, 10, 12, and 16, 1902; May 7, 1903) ; Fort Clark (Apr. 29, 1893; 
May 17, 1893; May 25, 1898) ; Rock Springs (July 11, 1902) ; Corpus 
Christi (Apr. 14, 1900; Apr. 24, 1889; Apr. 26, 1882; May, 1892; 
May 15, 1882; May 23, 27, 30, and 31, 1891; June, 1886; June 13, 20, 
and 23, 1887 ; July 5, 1887 ; Nov. 6, 1909) ; Bee County (Apr. 18 and 
19, 1887); Runge (Aug. 25, 1905; Sept. 21, 1906); San Antonio 
(May 9, 1891) ; Wharton County (May 27, 1887) ; Refugio County 
(June 6, 1887). 

Campeche.— La Tuxpana (May 8, 1912; Sept. 28, 1912; Oct. 5, 
1912). 

Tamaulipas. — Matamoros (Aug. 15 and 23, 1908). 

Measurement! of specimens of ChordeUes virginianus aserriensis. 
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CHORDEILES VIRGINIANUS CHAPMAHI Coues. 

IChordiles popetue] ChapmaM Coues, Auk, vol. B, January, 1388, p. 37 
(ex Sennett MS.) (Gainesville, Florida). 

Chars, subsp. — Like ChordeHes virgtmanus virginianua, but de- 
cidedly smaller; upper parts averaging a little more mottled and 
spotted with whitish and huffy, particularly on back, wings, and scap- 
ulars, and the ground color averaging slightly less deeply blackish 
(more grayish or brownish) ; posterior lower parts usually more 
purely white. 

Iris br«wn or hazel brown; bill black or dull blackish; feet dull. 
grayish brown, dull or dark horn color. 

Measurements. — Male: Total length (in flesh), 223-232 (average, 
227.5) mm.; " extent of wing, 451-580 (515.5). 1 

Female: Total length (in flesh), 209.6-235 (223.5) '*; extent of wing, 
533.4-575 (561.6).* 

Male*: Wing, 178-192 (average, 184.1) mm.; tail, 99-110.5 (105) ; 
exposed culmen, 4.8-7.0 (6.3) ; tarsus, 12.5-15.5 (13.9); middle toe, 
13-15.8 (14.2). 

Female: 8 Wing, 172.5-184.5 (179.4) mm.; tail, 99-108.5 (103.2); 
exposed culmen, 5.0-7.5 (6.3) ; tarsus, 13.2-15 (14) ; middle toe, 
13.8-15.8 (14.4). 

Type-locality. — Gainesville, northern Florida. 

Geographical distribution. — Southeastern United States, south in 
winter to southern South America. Breeds in the Lower Austral and 
Upper Tropical zones, north to Fort Macon, central eastern North 
Carolina; Raleigh, central North Carolina; Chester County, north 
central South Carolina; Augusta, central eastern Georgia; Coosada 
and Greensboro, central Alabama ; Mount Carmel, southeastern Illi- 
nois ; Hickman, southwestern Kentucky ; Stuttgart and Delight, south 
central Arkansas; and New Boston in Bowie County, northeastern 
Texas ; west to Rice's Prairie in Bowie County, and Galveston Island, 
eastern Texas; south to Galveston Island and Sabine, southeastern 
Texas; Calcasieu Pass, Avery Island, and Houma, southern Louisi- 
ana; Bay Saint Louis and Biloxi, southeastern Mississippi; Petit 
Bois Island, southwestern Alabama; Pensacola and the lower 
part of the Suwanee River, northwestern Florida; and Tarpon 
Springs, Puntarasa, and Key West, western Florida; east to 
Miami, Canaveral, and Fernandina, eastern Florida; St. Marys, 
mouth of Altamaha River, and Savannah, southeastern Georgia; 
Mount Pleasant, southeastern South Carolina; and Fort Macon, cen- 
tral eastern North Carolina. Migrates south through the Greater 
Antilles (probably), Yucatan, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica, to South 
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America. Winters in southern South America, south to Concepcion 
del Uruguay, and Ysca Yacu in the Province of Santiago, northern 
Argentina; and north to Chapada in Matto Grosso. central western 
Brazil. 

Remarks. — Although the Florida nighthawk is commonly sup- 
posed to be in color exactly like ChordeUea virginiamia virginianus, 
it has certain color characteristics which are at least average, as the 
above diagnosis indicates. The male of ChordeUes virginianus chap- 
mani differs from that of ChordeUes virginianus heaperis in his 
smaller size, darker, rather more blackish (less brownish), upper 
parts, which have fewer light mottlings. From ChordeUes vir- 
ginianw aserriensis he is distinguishable by his much darker upper 
surface, the dark areas being more blackish, less grayish, brown, 
with much less numerous light mottlings; and darker lower parts, 
the dark areas anteriorly being more blackish, and the posterior por- 
tion more heavily barred. 

The female, except, of course, for differences common to all the 
subspecies, is almost identical with the male in color and markings 
above, though averaging in general tone slightly more brownish; 
but the posterior lower parts are more buffy. She is similar to the 
female of Ckordeiles virginiam.ua virginianus, but averages a little 
less brownish (more blackish) on the upper surface, and somewhat 
less buffy or ochraceous on the posterior lower parts. 

The first autumn plumage is practically identical with that of first 
autumn ChordeUes virginianus virginiamia. Above this is much like 
adult ChordeUes virginianus aenmetti, and, indeed, occasional speci- 
mens are scarcely distinguishable on the upper surface, though usually 
the dark areas are more deeply blackish and the light markings finer. 
It is also much like the adult of ChordeUes vtrginianus heaperis on 
the upper surface, but lighter, the dark areas being less deeply black 
(more grayish or brownish), more extensively and finely mottled 
with whitish, particularly on back, scapulars, and tertials. 

Individual and seasonal variations in this race are practically the 
same as in ChordeUea virginianus virginianus. 

There seems to be little geographical variation throughout the rather 
extensive breeding range of this subspecies, for specimens from 
southeastern South Carolina, Florida, southern Alabama, southern 
Louisiana, and southeastern Texas are practically identical in both 
size and color. A single example (No. 84251, U.S.N.M.) from Mount 
Carmel, Illinois, taken, June 7, 1874, is, in measurements, nearer the 
present race, though in color like ChordeUea virginianus virginianus, 
but on the whole seems best referred to the former. A female from 
Stuttgart, Arkansas, taken, May 13, 1910, is apparently typical Chor- 
deUea virginianus chapmani. A single male (No. 57904, U.S.N.M.) 
from Macon, North Carolina, collected, June 10, 1869, is surely of 
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the present race, and represents the breeding form of this locality, 
though a female from the same locality and taken on the same date 
appears to be a belated migrant Ohordeiles virginianus virginianus. 
Birds from Raleigh, North Carolina, of dates from August 5 to 
August 10, are decidedly nearer the Florida race than to Ohordeiles 
virginianus virginianus, as the accompanying measurements show, 
A table of comparative average measurements of specimens from 
various parts of the range of Ckordeiles virgiman.ua chapmom, from 
which may be seen any local differences in size, is here appended : 
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The present race winters in Argentina, and its route of migration 
lies, so far as the present material indicates, across the Gulf of 
Mexico, through southeastern Mexico, Central America, and South 
America. Possibly some individuals follow the Coast of eastern 
Mexico, as there is a specimen from Brownsville, in the extreme 
southern corner of Texas, taken on March 15. There is, however, not 
a record from any of the islands of the West Indies, but we have 
examined a specimen taken at sea off the coast of Colombia. It 
lingers in Central America, at least sometimes, until about the 1st 
of June, for M A. Carriker obtained it at Miravalles, Costa Rica, 
on May 27, 1906. 1 It rears apparently but one brood, though we have 
records of eggs from April 24 to June 17. 

Specimens examined. — The specimens of the present form ex- 
amined number 107, from the localities in the list below : 

Alabama. — Dauphine Island (May 18, 1911) ; Bayou La Batre 
(Aug. 2, 1911; July 25, 1911) ; Mobile Bay (Apr. 19, 1892) ; Abbe- 
ville (June 9, 1911); Petit Bois Island (July 28, 1911; Aug. 30, 
1911); 5 miles west of Greensboro (June 26, 1890); Wilsonville 
(June). 

1 The label of thla specimen reads June 27, 1906, which la evidently a lapoos for May 
27, since Mr. Carriker records specimens of ChordeOca Virginian** from this locality on 
May 24 and 23. 1906 (Ann. Carnegie Mua., vol. 8, 1810, p. SOI), and 
Mt breed south of the United States. 
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Arkansas.— Stuttgart (May 13, 1910). 

Florida. — Wolf Island Bluff Landing, lower Kissimmee River 
(Apr. 10, 1907); Jacksonville (Apr. 12, 1869; Apr. 20, 22, and 23, 
1877) ; Dry Tortugas (Apr. 17, 1890 ; Apr. 20, 1902) ; Alligator Bluff. 
Kissimmee River (Apr. 23 and 28, 1901) ; Hillsboro (May 17, 1900) ; 
Tarpon Springs (June 6, 15, 21, and 28, 1893 ; July 5, 6, 12, 15, and 
28, 1893) ; Amelia Island (Apr. 20, 1901) ; Allen's Creek, near 
Tampa (Apr. 19, 1883) ; Whitfield (Apr. 24 and 25, 1903) ; near 
Tantie, southern St. Lucie County (Apr. 20 and 24, 1904) ; Flem- 
ing's Island, Lake Tahopekaliga, near Kissimmee (May 9 and 10. 
1901) ; San Mateo (May 24, 1892) ; Gainesville (May 19 and 20, 
1887); West Jupiter (June 2, 1896; Apr. 25, 1896); Clearwater 
(Sept. 18,1896) ; Moses Creek (May 16,1894) ; Pellicier's Creek (May 
20, 1894) ; Tampa; Merritt's (May 9, 1886). 

Illinois. — Mount Carmel (June 7, 1874). 

Louisiana. — Avery (June 7, 1895) ; Avery's Island (May 7, 1896). 

North Carolina,— Raleigh (Aug. 5, 1896; Aug. 8, 1894; Aug. 10, 
1893) ; Fort Macon (June 10, 1869). 

South Carolina. — Lady's Island (May 6, 1S69) ; Anderson. 

Texas.— Sour Lake (July 15, 1902) ; Rockport (Aug. 18 and 23, 
1893) ; Sabine (Sept. 2, 1902) ; China (Aug. 11, 1902) ; Victoria 
(Sept 10, 1906) ; CorpuB Christi (Oct 21, 1909) ; Brownsville (Mar. 
15, 1892) ; Bice's Prairie, near New Boston, Bowie County (June 
18, 1888). 

Campeche.— La Tuxpana (Sept. 28, 1912). 

Yucatan.— Xbac (April, 1910). 

Argentina. — Conception del Uruguay, Province of Entre Rios 
(Dec. 12, 1880; Jan. 28, 1880) ; Ysca Yacu, Province of Santiago del 
Estero (Feb. 3, 1906). 

Brazil.— Chapada, Province of Matto Grosso (Sept 26, 1885). 

Colombia. — Forty miles offshore and 200 miles from Panama 
(October, 1864). 

Costa Rica.— Rio Sicsola, Talamanca (Sept 24 and 26, 1904) ; 
Miravalles (May [" June " on label] 27, 1906). 

Nicaragua. — [No further locality specified.] 

Measurements of specimens of CKordette* virginianus chapmani. 
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Measurements of specimens of ChordeUes virginianas chapmanir— Continued. 
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CHORDEILES VnUUNtAlfDa VlCmUS Riley. 

Chordeiles vtrginianua vicinus Riley, Ante, vol. 20, October, 1903, p. 432 
(Long Island, Bahama Islands). 

Chars, subsp. — Kesembling Chordeiles virgimanus chapmani, but 
considerably smaller ; the upper surface lighter, owing to more numer- 
ous light markings ; and the posterior lower parts more tinged with 
buff, and thus darker. 

Measurements. — Male; 1 Wing, 162.5-7183 (average, 170.2) mm.; 
tail, 92-103 (96.8) ; exposed culmen, 6.1-7.8 (6.7) ; tarsus, 13-14.8 
(13.4) ; middle toe, 13-15 (13.9). 

Female: 'Wing, 160.5-184.5 (173.2) mm.; tail, 91-102.5 (97.7) ; ex- 
posed culmen, 6.1-7.5 (6.7) ; tarsus, 12.5-14.8 (13.4) ; middle toe, 
13-15 (14.1). 

Type-locality. — Long Island, Bahama Islands. 

Geographical distribution. — Bahama Islands. Breeds in the Upper 
Tropical Zone, north to Abaco Island, and Great Bahama Island ; 
west to Andros Island ; south to Great Inagua Island ; and east to 
Acklin Island, Watling Island, and Eleuthera Island. Reported 
from the following islands: Abaco, Abaco Keys, Acklin, Andros, 
Eleuthera, Fortune, Grassy Cay, Great Bahama, Great Inagua, Long, 
Moraine Cay, New Providence, Southern Andros, Stranger Cay, 
Sugarloaf Cay, and Watling Island. Winter home unknown. 

Remarks. — This race is, in color, except for the posterior lower 
parts, intermediate between Chordeiles virgimanus chapmani and 
Chordeiles virginianua aserriensis, but is smaller than either. From 
the latter it differs, in addition to smaller size, in its darker upper 
surface, the dark brown ground color being more blackish (less gray- 
ish), the light mottlings less numerous; and in its more deeply 
colored inferior surface, the dark brown areas of the anterior por- 
tion more blackish, the posterior portion buff instead of nearly or 
quite white, and with much heavier dark cross-bars. 

The female is very similar to the male, but averages lighter, some- 
what more brownish (less blackish) above, more brownish (less black- 
ish) on the jugulum, and a little more ochraceous or buffy on the pos- 
terior lower parts. 

No juvenal or first-autumn specimens have been seen, but these 
plumages probably present the usual differences. 

Individual variation is in character about as in Chordeiles virgi- 
nianus chapmani. The upper parts of both male and female range 
from blackish, with light markings, much as in Chordeiles virgi- 
nianus hesperis, to a much lighter ground color considerably more 
profusely light-mottled, just like Chordeiles virginianus sennetti. 
The light markings above vary from deep ochraceous buff to pure 

1 Ten specimens (ram the Bahama Iilandi. 
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white and to grayish white with but .little or no buff; tinge. The 
posterior lower parts of both sexes and the light throat-patch of the 
female vary from cream buff or buffy white to ochraceous buff. 

No satisfactory division of this race is possible, at least with the 
material at present available. Birds from Andros, Great Bahama, 
and other islands appear to be slightly darker above than those from 
Eleuthera Island, but this may be due to the unevenness of the series. 
Differences in size, as may be noted from the table of detailed meas- 
urements, are equally difficult to correlate with any geographic areas. 

This well -characterized race seems to be only a summer resident 
in the Bahama Islands, from which it disappears in the autumn, but 
there is no direct clue, to its winter home. It probably, however, 
winters in South America along with the other forms of the species. 
It is known to breed in July, and probably does so also during May 
and June. 

Specimens examined, — Of this race we have seen altogether 20 
examples, from the localities in the Bahama Islands listed below : 

Andros Island. — Wide Opening (June 17, 1890) ; Grassy Creek 
(June 28, 1903). 

Eleuthera Island. — Governor's Harbor (July 4 and 7, 1903). 

Great Bahama Island.— (July 17, 1904.) 

Long Island.— (July 16 and 17, 1903.) 

Moraine Cay.— (July 12 and 13, 1904.) 

New Providence Island.— Nassau (May 13, 1897; May 21, 1902.) 

Southern Andros Island. — (May 19, 1904.) 

Stranger Cay.— (July 8 and 15, 1904.) 

Sugar Loaf Cay.— (July 14, 1904.) 

Measurements of specimens of Chordeilen viroinianus victnua. 



Museum and No. 


Bex. 


Locality. 


Dato. 


Collector. 
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mm 


mm 


mm 


mm 


mm. 


U.S.N.K. 189*891. 


Male'... 


Long Island, Ba- 
hama Islands. 
-...do 
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7.5 


14 


11 


o.s.n.m. ismai. 




do 


....do 




92 


6.9 


13.8 


13.9 


U .B.N .M. 1896901. 


.'.ao'.v.'.\ 


Governor's Har- 
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Island, Bahama 
Islands. 


July 7, IBM 
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6.S 
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..do 
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13.5 


13. S 


[T.S.N.M. 189824'. 


..do 


J5 leu thera Island , 
Bahama Islands 


.....do 


do- 


17S 


97 


6.3 


14. ft 




Am. Hii9. N. H. 


...do 


Southern Andros 


May 19, 1904 
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7. J 
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99450.1 
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Am. Mas. N. H. 

84007.1 
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Measurements of specimen) of Chordeiles virginlanu* vtcinui — Continued. 



Museum and No. 
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Collector. 
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...do..... 
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....6a.'. 
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hama Islands. 
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Moraine Cay, Ba- 
hama Islands. 

Sugar Loal Cay, 


July 11, 1904 

July 8,11104 
Jury 17, 1903 
July 4,1903 

July 7,1903 

June 28, 1903 

Way 21, 1902 
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July 13.1804 

July 12,1904 

July 13.130-1 
Julyl4,1904 
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mm. 


E. A. and 0. Bangs 
1*75.1 

U.S.N.1C.1896SV1. 

O.S.N.H.18982S'. 

U.s.N.K. 189823'. 

U.S-N.M. 1896881. 

Am. Mus. N. H. 
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B.AjmdO.Bangs 

3(22.1 
E.A.andO.Bangs 
14978.1 
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13 
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7 13.8 
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i Used In measurement averages on p. SO. 
CHORDEILES VIRGINIANUS MINOR (Cabanls). 

Chordedlleg minor Cabanis, Joura. f. Ornlth., January, 1S56, p. 5 (northern 

coast of Cuba). 
Chordeiles gundlachU Lawbence, Ann, Lye. Nat Illst. N. Y., vol. 6, Decem- 
ber, 1856, p. 165 (Cuba). 
Chars. suhsp. — Similar to ChordeUes virgmiamas victims, but ■wing 
and tail somewhat shorter; tipper parts darker, the light markings 
less numerous, coarser, and much more tawny ; general tone of lower 
surface darker, because more deeply ochraceous or tawny, particu- 
larly on posterior portion. 

Iris dark brown; bill dark brown; feet dark brown. 
Measurements. — Female: Total length (in flesh), 218.4 mm. 3 
Male:' Wing, 159-174 (average, 168) mm.; tail, 89-97.5 (93.5); 
exposed culmen, 6.1-8.0 (6.6) ; tarsus, 12.5-14.1 (13.4) ; middle toe, 
13-14.2 (13.9). 

Female:* Wing, 160-174.5 (168.7) mm.; tail, 89.5-103 (95.3); 
exposed culmen, 6,0-7.0 (6.7) ; tarsus, 12-14.1 (13.3) ; middle toe, 
13.1-14.9 (13.9). 
Type-locality. — Northern coast of Cuba. 

* One specimen. 

* Ten specimens, from Cuba. 

* Nine specimens, from Cubn and Porto Rico, 
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Geographical distribution. — Greater Antilles. Breeds in the Upper 
Tropical Zone of Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, Porto Rico, and the Isle of 
Pines. Winter home unknown. 

Remarks. — This is the smallest and most deeply tawny or ruf escent 
of all the races of Ckordeiles virginianus. It is also the southernmost 
in distribution. It differs very decidedly from Ckordeiles virgini- 
anus by reason of its much smaller size ; coarser and much more tawny 
markings on the upper surface; and darker, much more rufescent, 
tawny, and ochraceous inferior parts. 

The female of the present race is considerably more different from 
the male than is the case in Chordeilea virginianus vicinus. She has 
the dark areas of the upper parts more brownish (less blackish) than 
has the male, their light mottlings duller, more ochraceous or tawny; 
the dark areas of the inferior surface decidedly more rufescent (less 
blackish) ; and the posterior lower parts decidedly more ochraceous 
or tawny. 

The first autumn plumage is similar to that of both ChordeUet 
virginianus virginianus and ChordeUes virginianus chapmani, but the 
light markings are normally much more deeply tawny. Occasional 
specimens are, however, more grayish, and scarcely, if at all, distin- 
guishable. 

Individual variation is great, and about the same in both sexes. 
There are really two fairly distinct color phases, a tawny or rufous 
and a gray, the latter of which is comparatively rare. Taking these 
two phases as the extremes, the prevailing color of the light markings 
above in both male and female varies from deep tawny to grayish 
white and creamy white; the light areas of lower parts from tawny 
ochraceous to grayish white in the male, and from buff to deep tawny 
in the female. 

Specimens from the Isle of Pines appear to be identical with those 
from Cuba. The males we have examined from Jamaica have an 
average longer wing and tail than those from Cuba, hut the females 
show no difference. In color they are all the same, and this apparent 
size difference would probably disappear in a larger series. How 
much it is appears in the following table of average measurements : 
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The present race is a summer resident from April to October on 
all of the islands of the Greater Antilles. There are eggs in the 
United States National Museum collected from May 9 to July 7, 
inclusive. Like Chordeilett virginianus vicinus ) however, it disap- 
pears in autumn, bnt it probably winters with the Bahama Islands 
form in South America. 

The type of Chordeiles virginianus minor, 1 which was collected by 
Dr. Juan Gundlach in Cuba, we have not been able to examine, but 
there seems to be no doubt that it represents the breeding form of 
this island, as the original description clearly indicates. The type of 
Chordeiles gundlachU Lawrence,* from Cuba, which was in the col- 
lection of George N. Lawrence, and is now in the American Museum 
of Natural History, is a typical specimen of ChordeUes virginianus 
minor in the rufous, or rather tawny, phase. At present it has three 
old labels, the first of which bears the inscription, in George N. Law- 
rence' handwriting, "Chordeiles minor Cab. & Cuba"; the second 
"Chordeiles gundlachii"; and on the reverse, "Type," also in Mr. 
Lawrence* chirography ; and the third, " Chordeiles gundlachi Law- 
rence S adultus." The mtvaa Chordeiles gundlachU should, of course, 
be synonymized with Chordeiles virginianus minor. 

Specimens examined. — Total number 37, from the following locali- 
ties in the West Indies: 

Cuba.— San Diego de los Baiios (Apr. 12, 16, and 18, 1900) ; Hol- 
guin (May 31, 1904; June 11, 1904; Aug. 2, 1905). 

Isle of Pines.— Nueva Gerona (June 29 and 30, 1900; July 3 and 5, 
1900) ; Hospital Spring (1904) ; Almacigos (Apr. 19, 1904) ; [no spe- 
cific locality] (May 25, 1904). 

Jamaica. — Hope Gardens, near Kingston (May 28, 1904) ; Phoenix 
Park, St Ann Parish (July 25, 1865) ; Great Salt Pond, near Span- 
ishtown (August, 1862) ; Bath (incubating female, July 7, 1902) ; 
Passage Fort, near Spanishtown (June, 1863) ; Mayfield, St. Andrew 
Parish (Apr. 18, 1879; June 25, 1874); Troy, 2,200 feet altitude 
(June 27, 1904). 

Porto Rico. — [No further locality specified.] 
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Measurement! of specimens of ChordeUes virginiantts minor. 
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CBORDEH.RS ACtntPSmU (BoddaM). 

Cuprimulsua acutipennia Boddaxbt, Tabl. Planch. Enlnm. d'Hlst Nat, 1733, 
p. 48 (Guiana).' 

Chars, sp. (adult male). — Interorbital region of skull somewhat 
narrower than in Chordeiles virginianus; longitudinal ridges on the 
median portion of frontal bones strongly developed; maxillo-pala- 
tines relatively rather narrower and more elongated than in Chor- 
deUes virginianus; vomer rather broader than in Chordeiles virgini- 
anus; antero-exteraal processes of the palatines decidedly slender, 
more so than, in Chordeiles virginianus; pterygoids with no decided 
exterior angle near the anterior end, and the terminal portion ap- 
proaching the palatine only at the point of articulation; first (outer- 
most) primary usually shorter than the second ; shortest secondary 
usually reaching or exceeding the tips of the primary coverts; dis- 
tance from bend of folded wing to end of shortest secondary nearly 
always greater than from latter point to end of fourth primary 
(counting from the outermost) ; tips of most of rectrices usually 
somewhat squarish; upper surface dark brown or blackish, pro- 
fusely mottled with white, buff or tawny; tail dark brown, irregu- 
larly barred, at least on middle feathers, with white, gray, or buff; 
wing-quills fuscous, the usually four, sometimes five, outer primaries 
crossed'by a large white spot between the tips of the fifth and eighth 
primaries, the basal portion of primaries and whole of secondaries 
and primary coverts with conspicuous buff or ochraceous spots or 
bars; axillars and under wing-coverts buff or ochraceousj barred 
with brown; throat of male white; jngulum and breast dark brown, 
vermiculated and spotted with whitish, buffy or ochraceous; rest of 
lower surface buff or whitish, barred with dark brown. 

Adult female. — Differs from the adult male in much smaller size; 
smaller, and wholly or largely buff instead of white wing-patch; 
absence of white subterminal bar on tall ; more whitish or buffy mot- 
tling on terminal portion of tail, which, in the male, except for the 
middle pair of rectrices, is usually plain brown; generally more or 
less buffy throat-patch, which, however, in some individuals is almost 
as white as in the male ; and average rather more ochraceous lower 
parts. 

First autumn plumage. — This is practically the same in both male 
and female as that of the adults so far as the contour feathers are 
concerned, and otherwise differs only in having whitish or buffy tips 
on the primaries, secondaries, and rectrices. These light tips mostly 
wear off before the next molt, but usually persist sufficiently, at least 
on the shortest secondaries, to serve for the discrimination of year- 
old birds. 

■ Farther irnonjmj under the vnrioun ■utwpecles. 
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Juvenal plumage. — In this plumage both sexes are decidedly 
lighter and more closely and evenly mottled than in the adult, par- 
ticularly above. In the male the upper parts are also more uniform, 
with more ochraceous or gray and less black ; the tail and wing-quills 
are broadly tipped with buff; the light bars of the tail are more 
deeply buff; the white throat-patch is more buffy; the lower surface 
duller, more ochraceous, more uniform, less distinctly and less 
broadly barred. The subterminal bar on the tail is white, about as 
in the adult. 

The juvenal female differs from the adult female much as above 
detailed for the male, but somewhat less so. She is similar to the 
juvenal male, but has the light spot on the primaries smaller and 
more deeply buff or ochraceous buff, instead of white or slightly 
buffy ; the light throat-patch more deeply buff, never whitish ; and she 
lacks the subterminal white bar on the tail. 

Very young birds, both male and female, before they are full 
grown, are above very pale buff, finely and sparingly spotted with 
black, and vermiculated with silvery gray ; and below, pale buff, with 
narrow widely spaced bars of dusky or blackish. 

Nestling plumage. — Upper surface fawn color, clouded or ob- 
scurely mottled with mars brown ; lower parts fawn color, unmarked, 
but paling on the median portion of breast and abdomen. 

Seasonal variation. — Of normal seasonal plumage variation not 
due to molt there is little or none; what there is consists in the occa- 
sional browning of the dark areas and the slight reduction of the 
light markings from abrasion of the feathers. 

Molt. — From the fugitive natal 'plumage the young bird molts 
directly into the juvenal plumage, growing the while, so that at least 
by the time, often before, it has attained full size of body and wings, 
the juvenal plumage is complete. Then by a practically continu- 
ous molt, usually in September, it again changes its contour feathers, 
but retains the remiges and rectrices. The combination plumage 
of the first autumn is worn apparently until the following summer, 
when the regular sequence of adult molt is begun. 

The adult of this species molts but once a year, usually between the 
last of July and the middle of September, most individuals chiefly 
in August, during which period all of the feathers, including 
remiges and rectrices, undergo a renewal. Subsequently, from Janu- 
ary to July, the plumage becomes increasingly worn each month. 
Some birds are considerably worn even by January, but, like Chor- 
deiles virginianus, they rarely, if ever, become badly tattered. 

Individual variation. — In all the races of this species there is great 
individual variation in both size and color. Such differences of size 
appear in the tables of detailed measurements ; those of color are at 
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once evident on comparison of specimens. In adults these color 
variations consist in the darkness or lightness of the upper surface, 
due to the brownness or blackness of the dark areas, and particu- 
larly to the fineness and amount of the light mottling, together with 
the whitish, grayish, ochraceous, or tawny hue of these markings; 
depth or paleness of lower surface, and of its buffy, ochraceous, or 
tawny tinge; the width of the black bars on the posterior lower 
surface, and of the light bars on the tail ; and the size of the light 
wing-spot 

In fact, so conspicuous and often coordinated are many of these 
differences, particularly those affecting the general coloration of 
upper and lower parts, that they form several more or less well- 
defined color phases, which are, however, more striking in some of 
the subspecies than in others. These phases really number four, 
though two of them are light and dark extremes of the gray 
and ochraceous, or tawny, phases. They are all more fully treated 
under Chordeiles acuUpennis acutipennis? in which race they are 
very well defined. It is interesting to note that, while in Chor- 
deiles virgimanus these buffy, ochraceous, or tawny variations are 
largely geographical, they are in the present species almost wholly 
individual. The gray and ochraceous phases of this species are 
almost if not quite as well marked in juvenal birds of all ages as in 
the adults, a proof, if any were needed, that these color phases are 
not due to age. 

Geographical variation. — To the three subspecies of Chordeiles 
acutipennis currently recognized, two are now added, making thus 
five. All the races are wholly or mainly continental, and corre- 
spond fairly well to the characteristics exhibited by representatives 
of other species occupying the same areas. The typical wide-ranging 
South American Chordeiles acutipennis acutipennis is a small, dark 
race ; the Peruvian Chordeiles acutipennis exilis, small and light ; the 
Yucatan Chordeiles acutipennis micromeris, 3 of moderate size and 
rather pale coloration; the Lower California Chordeiles acutipennis 
inferior? rather large and of light color; and Chordeiles acutipennis 
texemis, large and pale. It is noticeable also that the two southern- 
most forms — Chordeiles acutipennis acutipennis and Chordeiles acu- 
tipennis exUis — are the smallest, and that the size increases regularly 
northward through Chordeiles acutipennis micromeris ' and Chor- 
deiles acutipennis inferior,* reaching its maximum in the northern- 
most race, Chordeiles acutipennis texensis. In color the pale Peruvian 

* See pp. 96-87. 
■ See p. 100. 
■See p. 109. 

13732*— Bull. 86—14 7 
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Chordeiles acutipennis exilis is much more like the widely separated 
Yucatan form, Chordeiles acutipennis micromeris 1 than like the 
intervening and undoubtedly close ally, Chordeiles acutipennis acuti- 
pennis. Other than this, the geographical variations of this species 
present no peculiarities. 

The five forms here treated under Chordeiles acutipennis are un- 
doubtedly all subspecies, and the three heretofore recognized currently 
pass as such. The Peruvian Chordeiles acutipennis exilis doubtless 
intergrades geographically with Chordeiles acutipermis acutipennis. 
though we have seen no actual intermediates. Although Chordeiles 
acutipennis micromeris ' has in the breeding season no geographical 
connection with Chordeiles a. acutipennis, its individual variation in 
both size and color bridges the gap between the characters of these 
two forms; while the same is practically true of Chordeiles acutipen- 
nis micromeris 1 and the much more widely separated Chordeiles 
acutipennis exilis. The northern Chordeiles acutipennis texensis 
passes into Chordeiles acutipennis micromeris 1 in southern Mexico, 
intergrading both geographically and individually; and similarly 
into Chordeiles acutipennis inferior 3 in southern California and ex- 
treme northern Lower California. Actual geographical intermedi- 
ates are, however, few in the material examined, doubtless from 
lack of specimens from the particular localities where intergradation 
takes place; but intermediates due to individual variation are of 
frequent occurrence. 

The characters which serve to separate the several subspecies con- 
sist largely in differences of size, principally of wing and tail, some- 
times also of exposed culmen, tarsus, and middle toe ; the colors and 
general tone of upper surface and lower parts, light or dark; the 
width of both the dark bars and the light interspaces on the posterior 
lower surface; and the width of the light bars on the tail. 

Geographical distribution. — The breeding range of Chordeiles 
acutipennis as a species extends, in South America, from southern 
Brazil to Venezuela and Colombia, including, as well, the islands of 
Tobago and Margarita ; also to British Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, 
and the southwestern portion of the United States. It winters also 
in the remaining countries of Central America. The typical race, 
Chordeiles acutipennis acutipennis, occupies an area in South America 
approximately twice as great as the combined range of the four other 
subspecies. Of the latter, Chordeiles acutipennis texensis has a range 
of considerable extent ; but Chordeiles acutipennis exilis and Chor- 
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deUes acutipennia inferior * are comparatively local ; while ChordeUes 
acutipennia mioromeria* is somewhat restricted in distribution. 

The ranges of the two South American forms, ChordeUes ocuti- 
pennis acutipennia and ChordeUes acutipennia exilis, seem to be 
practically continuous; but, so far as known, there is a wide gap 
between the northern breeding limit of ChordeUes acutipennia acuti- 
pennia in northwestern Colombia and the nearest point in the sum- 
mer distribution of ChordeUea acutipennia mdcromeris* in Guate- 
mala or British Honduras. By all the collecting that has been done 
in the intervening countries of Central America — Salvador, Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua, Costa Bica, and Panama, the last two particularly — 
not an actual breeding record has been obtained. If the species 
really does breed in any part of this area it must be very rare. The 
range of ChordeUea acutipennia texensia is continuous with that of 
both ChordeUes acutipennia micromeria * and ChordeUea acutipennia 
inferior? 

Zonal distribution. — In South America this species occupies the 
Lower Tropical Zone of the Neotropical Region; in Mexico the 
Lower Tropical, Upper Tropical, and Lower Austral zones, and in 
places part of the Upper Austral Zone; in the United States chiefly 
the Lower Austral Zone, but also parts of the Upper Austral Zone. 
Although the details of its zonal affinities are not very well known, 
particularly in South America, most of the subspecies seem to have 
fairly definite zonal distribution. Two races, ChordeUea acutipennia 
acutipennia and ChordeUea acutipennia exiUa, are apparently each 
confined to a single life zone; one, ChordeUea acutipennia texensia, 
to two zones ; and each of the two other forms to three zones. In 
some cases a zone is not fully, even but little occupied, this being 
noted principally with regard to the Upper Austral Zone. 

Phytogeny. — The South American origin of ChordeUea acutipennia 
may be taken almost for granted. Furthermore, that ChordeUes 
acutipennia acutipennis should be considered the primitive and parent 
form is indicated by its present South American distribution, its ex- 
tensive range, its uniformity over this wide area, its lack of migration, 
and the relation of its characters of color and size to those of other 
subspecies. In western Peru it has been modified, in that more arid 
climate and consequently changed environment, into ChordeUea acuti- 
pennis exUis, a form of approximately the same size but more pallid 
coloration. The northwestward dispersal of the species has been 
through Central America and Mexico to the southwestern United 

» See p. 108. 



a B y Google 



92 BULLETIN 86, UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

States. In the last mentioned region there is no evidence that it 
formerly occupied a greater area than now ; while on the other hand 
it seems at the present time to be, even if slowly, extending its range, 
particularly in Texas and California. For some reason not apparent 
it no longer breeds in Central America southeast of Guatemala, which 
hiatus may have aided in the differentiation of the northern colony. 
As expected, the Yucatan form, Chordeiles acutipennis micromerisj- 
is most cloaely allied to the parent race, Chordeiles acutipennis acuti- 
pennis, retaining the same tail markings but becoming larger, and 
otherwise modified by isolation and its more arid habitat. The 
northernmost race, Chordeiles acutipennis texensis, also of desert en- 
vironment, is most nearly allied to Chordeiles acutipennis micro- 
meris, 1 but still more modified, presenting the extreme of differentia- 
tion from the parent stock. The Lower Califoraian Chordeiles 
acutipennis inferior,* also a desert bird, is merely a depauperate form 
of Chordeiles acutipennis texensis, thus modified by semi-isolation 
and that peculiar but not well-understood influence which produces 
in southern Lower California so many small forms. 

Migration. — The migration of Chordeiles acutipennis differs greatly 
from that of Chordeiles virginianus. Of the five races of the present 
species, two, Chordeiles acutipennis acutipennis and Chordeiles acuti- 
pennis exiUs, seem to be entirely sedentary. Another, Chordeiles 
acutipennis inferior, withdraws only from the more northern portions 
of the Lower California peninsula to its southern end. Although the 
comparatively few available specimens of Chordeiles acutipennis 
micromeris do not permit any careful analysis of its migratory move- 
ments, we know enough to show that its route lies through Central 
America to its winter home in Costa Rica and Panama. 

The northern Chordeiles acutipennis texensis has the greatest 
migration range of all the forms of the species. It passes from the 
southwestern United States to extreme eastern Panama. Its route 
both southward and northward seems to be entirely overland, 
through Mexico and Central America. It appears in spring in the 
southwestern United States usually some time in April, though 
during some years in certain localities not until the middle of May, 
but exceptionally as early as March 21. It leaves this country ordi- 
narily in September, but lingers on rare occasions as late as October 
23. The normal migration movement thus extends over about two 
months during both spring and autumn. 

Habits. — In many of its habits Chordeiles acutipennis resembles 
Chordeiles virginianus. It is, however, more crepuscular, does not 
have the high, booming flight, and has different notes. It is fond 
of the chaparral, groves, gravelly or rocky mesas, valleys, slopes, 



• p. 100. 
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canyons, bottomlands, and other kinds of open country. Its flight, 
though strong and graceful, is usually rather low. Its notes, uttered 
both on the wing and while the bird is at rest, are peculiar, and dif- 
ficult of description, some of them not distantly resembling the call 
of a little owt. This nighthawk is often gregarious, and large num- 
bers sometimes congregate, usually during the migration seasons. 
Its food consists of lepidoptera and various other insects, captured 
largely on the wing, though also by hopping after them on the 
ground. 

This species builds no nest, but lays its eggs on the ground, even 
though bare, hard, stony, or gravelly, and usually in a more or less 
exposed situation, although sometimes at the base of a bush. One or 
two broods are reared ; and in the United States the earliest recorded 
date for eggs is April 27, the latest, August 6. The eggs are two in 
number, pale grayish or whitish, finely dotted and otherwise marked 
over the whole surface with lilac, various shades of gray, drab, and 
slate color. The female often remains on the eggs until almost 
touched. 

History. — The earliest account of the species is apparently that 
of Buffon, 1 who, in 1779, described the bird from Guiana under the 
name " L'EngouIevent acutipenne de la Guyane." Upon this de- 
scription and the accompanying plate by d'Aubenton, 8 Boddaert in 
1783 based his name Capriimilgus acutipenttis.* This same sub- 
species was subsequently diagnosed as new, twice by Gmelin,* and 
still more recently no less than six times by various other authors." 
Not until 1839 was another valid form described, when the bird of 
(Chile and) western Peru was named Caprimulffus exilis by Les- 
son. 8 The same race was later redescribed twice by Tschudi, 7 and 
once by Peale. a The Texas bird was made known as Chordeiles tex- 
ensis by George N. Lawrence in 1856,' though at that time its real 
relationship with Chordeiles acutipenms was not suspected. The 
two additional subspecies in the present paper result from the sep- 
aration of the Lower California bird as Chordeiles acutipemw tfl- 
ferior, 10 and the bird from Yucatan and southern Mexico as Chor- 
deiles acutipennis mioromeris. 11 

1 Hist. Nat. des OlHeaui, orlg. ed„ vol. 6, 1778, pp. 547-548. 

'Planch. Eulum. d'Hiat Nat., No. 732. 

»Tabl. Planch. Enlum. d'Hlst. Nat, 1783, p. 46. 

* Caprimvleui &rus<Hanus, Syst. Mat., vol. 1, pt. 2, 1789, p. 1D31 ; Caprtmulaui acufm. 
Ibid. 

See p. 84. 

■ Rev. ZooL, 18SB, p. 44. 

* See p. 88. 

■ United States Hxplor. Exped., vol. 8, Hamm. and Ornlth., 1848, p. 172. 

* Ann. Lvc Nat. Hist. N. Y., vol. 6, December, 18(58, p. 167. 
"See p. 10S. 

a See p. 100. 
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CHOSDKILXS ACOTlPEinnS AC0TIPENMI9 (Boddaart). 

Caprimutyus acvttpetmU Boddaxbt, Tabl. Planck. Enlum. d'Hlst. Nat., 

1783, p. 46 (Guiana) (based on Crapaud-volant ov Tette-ctievre, de la 

(iutane, d'Aubeston, Planch. Eulum. d'Hlst. Nat., No. 732; and L'L'n- 

goulevent acuttpenne de la Quyatte, Butfos, Hist. Nat. lies Olseanx 

[ed. Montbelllard'], vol. 12. 1780, p. 264; orig. ed., vol. 6. 1779, p. 5-17 

[Guiana]). 
ICaprimulgus] brasilianus Gkelibt, Syst. Nat, VOL J. pt 2, 1789, p. 1031 

(Brazil). 
ICaprimulgus] acutua Giuelot, Syst- Nat, vol. 1, pt 2, 1789, p. 1031 

(Guiana). 
Caprimulgw noitfto TlETLLOT, NOUT. Diet d'Hlst. Nat., 2d ed., vol. 10, 1817, 

p. 241 (Brazil). 
C[aprimulgus]. brasiliantts VntnxOT, Tabl. Encyc. Mfth. Ornith.., vol. 2, 

1823, p. 642 (Brazil). 
C [aprimulgm] . semitiirguatua Wied, Beltrflge Naturg- Bras., voL 3, 1830, 

p. 330 (Brazil) (nee Caprimulgus aemitorquatua Cmolln, qui Lwocalia 

scmitorquatus Anct). 
VhordeUes labeculatus Jabdine, Ann. and Mag. Nat Hist, ser. 1, vol. 18, 

ISM, p. 118 (Tobago). 
[Chordeilea] aapiti Bonaparte, Consp. Gen. Avium, vol. 1, 1850, p. 63 (Sontb 

America) (ex Natterer MS.). 
Caprimulgva atenopterva Pfi.zeln, Ornith. Bras., 1 Abth., 1868, p. 14, note 

(Bahla, Brazil). 

Chars* subsp. — Size small; lower parts relatively dark and heavily 
barred ; light bars on tail-feathers narrow ; upper parts mostly brown- 
ish or buffy, and rather dark. 

Description, — Adult male, in the light gray phase, No, 34355, Car- 
negie Museum ; San Felix, Venezuela, June 16, 1910 ; M. A. Carriker, 
jr. ; original number, 7507. Upper parts light brownish gray, with in 
places a slight tinge of buff, particularly on the scapulars, and mot- 
tled, vermiculated, and irregularly barred with brownish black, the 
pileum nearly all brownish black, the scapulars solid black medially, 
the lower cervix duller and more uniform ; tail fuscous, more or less 
irregularly and rather narrowly barred with cream buff and whitish, 
these bars on the upper side of tail much mottled and broken with 
fuscous; a much broader subterminal pure white bar; wing-quills 
fuscous, all but the outer primaries spotted or barred on both webs 
with tawny, ochraceous or buff, having also a broad white bar on 
four outer primaries mostly posterior to the tip of the eighth pri- 
mary; wing-coverts and tertials mottled, spotted, and vermiculated 

■ This Is the edition of Bolton that Boddaert cites all through hla " Table des Planches 
Snlumlneez d'Hlstolre Naturelle de M. d'Aubenton." The portion of this edition (18 vol- 
nines) relating to birds appeared from 1770 to 178B. In my recent paper on Butoridei 
vireaeoH (Proc U. 8. Nat. Una, vol. 42. 1912, pp. 533 and 66*), I Inadvertently credited 
two of Boddaert's references to the Deux Ponts edition, which references should, of coarse, 
read " ed. MoDtbelllard." Suckow, however, In his "Anfangugrnnde der theoret. nnd ange- 
wandt NatuTzeschichte der Thlere," 1T9T-1801, regularly cites the Deux Ponts edition. 
Gmelln, in his " Systems Naturae," uses the original quarto edition. 
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with white and buffy like the back; edge of wing along the alula 
mostly buffy or creamy white; lores and supraocular region mixed 
white and blackish brown; auriculars and postocular region blackish 
brown, much mixed with tawny ochraceous and a little with white; 
cheeks, chin, and sides of neck, blackish brown, much mingled with 
white and buffy; a large triangular patch on throat white; below 
this a band of dark brown much spotted with tawny ochraceous; 
breast dark brown, finely mottled and vermiculated with whitish; 
lower breast cream white, with conspicuous dark brown cross-bars; 
abdomen, aides, flanks, and crissum, buff or whitish, with conspicuous 
dark brown cross-bars, these narrower, farther apart, and somewhat 
broken on lower tail-coverts; lining of wing deep ochraceous buff, 
barred with dark brown. " Iris brown ; feet dusky flesh ; bill brown- 
ish black." 

Iris brown; bill black or brownish black; feet dusky flesh color or 
brownish. 

Measurements, — Male: Total length (in flesh), 198-203 (average 
201) mm. 1 

Male:* Wing, 150.5-172 (average, 163) mm.; tail, 84-102 (93.6) ; 
exposed culmen, 4.8-6.8 (5.8) ; tarsus, 11.5-14 (12.6) ; middle toe, 
12.1-15 (13.6). 

Female: 1 Wing, 147.5-169 (160) mm.; tail, 86.5-99 (92.7); ex- 
posed culmen, 4.5-6.1 (5.3) ; tarsus, 11.5-14 (12.7) ; middle toe, 12- 
14.7 (13.4). 

Type-locality. — Cayenne, French Guiana. 4 

Geographical distribution. — Northern, central, and central eastern 
South America. Permanently resident in the Lower Tropical Zone, 
north to Tobago Island; Margarita Island, Venezuela; Cumana, 
Caracas, and Encontrados (Zulia), northern Venezuela; and Car- 
tagena, northern Colombia; west to Cartagena in northern, and 
Rio San Juan Oscuro in western, Colombia; Guayaquil, western 
Ecuador; Santa Lucia (mouth of Tumbez River), northwestern 
Peru; and Matto Grosso, central western Brazil; south to Matto 
Grosso ; and to Itspura and Iguape in Sao Paulo, southeastern Brazil ; 
east to Iguape, Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, Pernambuco, and Para, eastern 
Brazil; Cayenne, French Guiana; Surinam; Qu™ — — A *" — : 
British Guiana ; Trinidad Island ; and the island o 

Remarks. — With present material it is impossib 
South America more than the two current races of 
deiles acutipenmis acutipennU and ChordeiUg 
(=pruinosus) . Compared with birds from Gu 

1 Three specimens. 

■ Eleven specimens, from Veneinela and Qnlana. 

■Ten ipadmeoB. from Venezuela. British Gniaua, French Qolani 

> Designated bj Berlepsch and Hartert, Novit. Zool.. vol. 9. 180: 
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Maripa, on the Rio Caura, Venezuela, seem to average somewhat 
more grayish (less ochraceoue) on the light areas of the upper sur- 
face, while the dark areas are not quite so brownish. Two specimens 
from Encontrados (Zulia), Venezuela, are much more blackish above 
than either the series from Guiana or Maripa; and one from the 
Rio San Juan Oscuro, Colombia (No. 71705, Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist), 
ia even darker, and also more ochraceous above and below. None of 
these color differences, however, appear to be more than individual. 
Specimens from Cayenne and British Guiana are in color like those 
from Brazil; and one from Margarita Island, Venezuela, is just the 
same. Nor am I able to distinguish from Venezuela birds a single 
example from Guayaquil, Ecuador (No. 21992, Acad. Nat Sci. 
Phila). Specimens from different parts of the range of ChordeUea 
acutipemiia acutipennis average as follows: 
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It will be noticed that the birds from the Guianas average smaller 
than those from other localities, but this is possibly due to the small - 
ness of the series. 

Individual variation in size is very great, as the table of detailed 
measurements will show. Likewise there is a wide range of color 
difference, unattributable to sex, age, or season. In some cases the 
white subterminal tail-bar of the male is practically absent. There 
are also two, or rather four, styles of plumage, or phases, as they 
doubtless really are; a gray, and an ochraceous or tawny phase, each 
of these with a light and dark extreme. All these are connected by 
various intermediates. These phases are not so strongly marked as 
the red and gray plumages of Otus asw, but are nevertheless readily 
recognizable, although birds in the extremes of these phases seem to 
be uncommon. Gray birds seem to be the more numerous. In the 
gray phase the upper surface almost entirely lacks rufous and ochra- 
ceous, most of the light areas being white or grayish; and the lower 
parts hare the ochraceous confined to the jugulum, and the buff of the 
remaining inferior area to the posterior portion. In the ochraceous 
phase the blackish areas above are somewhat more brownish and the 
light areas mostly tinged with ochraceous or buff; the lower parts 
are strongly tinged with ochraceous or tawny throughout; and the 
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tail-bars are more deeply ochraceous. The light extreme of both 
gray and ochraceous phases is characterized by a general reduction 
of the black areas on the upper parts and a consequent increase of 
light areas, and by narrower black bars on the posterior lower surface. 
The dark extreme of both phases has much black above and heavier 
black bars and mottling below. 

The full-grown young bird in gray phase first autumn plumage is 
superficially very similar to the corresponding stage of ChordeUes 
virginianus hesperis, but it is more finely mottled above, is smaller, 
and, of course, readily distinguishable by the position of the white 
or buff patch on the wing-quills. 

The earliest name for any form of this species is Oaprimulgus 
acutipennis Boddaert, 1 which has for its basis the " Crapaud-volant 
ou Tette-chevre, de la Guiane" of d'Aubenton;* and "L'Engoule- 
vent acutipenne de la Guyane " of Buffon, 8 both of which apply ex- 
clusively to the bird from the Guianas. Berlepsch and Hartert have 
further restricted the type-locality to Cayenne, French Guiana. 4 
The next name to be applied to this race is Capriimdgus brasUianua 
Grnelin, 5 the type-locality of which is Brazil. Should it, therefore, 
ever become advisable to separate subspecifically the Brazilian bird 
from that of the Guianas, as is possible on account of its apparently 
greater size, its name will be ChordeUes acutipennis brasilianus 
(Gmelin). The remaining synonyms of ChordeUes acutipennis acuii- 
penms need no further elucidation ; but it may be well to mention 
that Caprirtmlgus hirundinaceus,* which usually appears in the 
synonymy of ChordeUes acutipennis, Mr. C. E. Hellmayr has found to 
be a distinct species of an entirely different genus.' He considers it a 
member of the genus Oaprimulgus, but the characters he gives in his 
text and figures show that it without doubt belongs to Mr. Robert 
Ridgway's new genus Nyctipolus* and should therefore stand as 
Nyctipolus hirundinaceus (Spix). 

Specimens examined. — Thirty-one specimens have been seen, from 
the following localities : 

Brazil. — Bahia; Anjos. 

British ChUana.—Asmai (June 7, 1890 ; May 14 and 20, 1890) . 

Colombia. — Rio San Juan Oscuro (June, 1898). 

Ecuador. — Guayaquil. 

■Tabl. Planch. Enlum. d'Hlat Nat, 1783, p. 46. 
■Planch. EDlum. d'Hlst. Nat., No. 732. 

■HIM. Nat des Oiaeaui [ed. Montbeillard], vol. 12, 1780, p. 264; orlg. ed.. vol. 6, 
1776, p. B47. 

'Novlt. Zoo]., vol, S, 1002, p. 80. 

» Byst Nat., vol. 1, pt. 2, 1789, p. 1031, 

' Splx, Avium Spec. Nov. Bcaa., vol. 2, 1820, p. 2, pi. 3, flg. 1 (SolirooSna River, Brazil). 

» See Hellmayr, Abhandl. Math.-f liys. Klaeae KBnlgl. Barer. Altod. Wise., vol. 22, 1906, 
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French Gwana. — Cayenne. 

Venezuela.— M&ripa., Rio Caura (Apr. 28 and 24, 1901; Feb. 3, 
1903; Dec. 28, 1909) ; Margarita Island (July 2, 1895) ; Encontrados, 
Zulia (Feb. 20 and 24, 1908) ; San Felix (June 16, 1910). 

Measurements of specimens of Chordeiles aewtipemis acuttpenitis. 
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CaORDEIXES ACCTCPEmnS EXHJS fLeaeon}. 

Caprimulgus exilU Lesson, Rev. Zool, 1839, p. 44 (Chile). 
ClaprimulffUt]. pruinoxua Tbchtjdi, IWlegmann's] Archlv fUr Naturg., 1844, 

p. 268 (Pern) (Llchtensteln MS.). 
Cktontflei]. semitorquatv* Tbchum, Trntersuch. Fauna Peruana, Omith., 

1846, p. 130 (text to plate) (Peru). 
0[hordUes'\. prumosu8 terr. typ. pro Ohordiles pruinosus] Tschdsi, Unter- 

Biicli. Fauna Peruana, Ornlth., 1846, p. 130. 
Ghordeiles peruviana Peale, United States Explor. Exped., vol. 8, Mamm. 

ana Ornlth., 1848, p. 172 (Callao, Peru). 
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Chars, subup. — Similar to ChordeUea acuHpennie aoutipenms, but 
upper surface paler and averaging rather less grayish, more brownish 
in general effect; lower parte paler, the dark bars of a lighter brown, 
somewhat narrower, and noticeably farther apart with consequently 
broader white interspaces ; light bars on tail broader and on under 
side averaging paler; chest and jugulum lighter. 

Measurements. — Total length (in flesh), 195-208 mm.; extent of 
wing, 457-488. 

Male: 1 Wing, 155-162 (average, 158.5) mm.; tail, 95-96.5 (95.8) ; 
exposed culmen, 4.2-4.3 (4.8) ; tarsus, 18.7-14.8 (14) ; middle toe, 
12.3-12.8 (12.6). 

Type-locality, — Northern Chile. 

Geographical distribution. — Permanently resident in the Lower 
Tropical Zone of the Pacific slope of central South America, north to 
Callao and Lima, central western Peru, and south, probably, to 
northern Chile. 

Remarks. — This race is almost unique in its paleness below, which 
is due to the width of the light interspaces and to their whiteness. 
An unfortunately small series has been available, but the subspecies 
is evidently a good one, though it occupies a very restricted geo- 
graphical area. A single juvenal male skin of ancient make, said to be 
from Bolivia, was probably obtained somewhere within the present 
confines of Chile, though the territory may have owed allegiance to 
Bolivia when this specimen was procured. 

The first autumn plumage of ChordeUea ocutipennia eseUia is simi- 
lar to that of ChordeUea ocutipennia ocutipennia in the gray phase, 
but is much paler, more silvery above; lighter, more grayish, and 
more finely vermiculated on the jugulum. In color of both upper and 
lower parts it is almost exactly like first autumn ChordeUea vir-' 
giniam.ua sennetti, though slightly more buffy on the posterior portion 
of the ventral surface, and, of course, smaller, with the light spot on 
the wing-quills nearer their ends. 

This race is commonly known as ChordeUea acutipennia pruinosua* 
but an earlier name is found in Caprimulgus ezUis of Lesson.* This 
without any reasonable doubt is applicable to the pale bird from 
Peru; and the main reason for its rejection hitherto has been its type 
locality of " Chile." The northern part of this country is still imper- 
fectly known ornithologically, and the occurrence of this bird there 
is at least probable, even within what was formerly the northern 
boundary of that country. At any rate, the description is a good 

' Two specimens, from Peru. ■ . ..'■■' 

* Caprteiulffit* prtUno«eri TiebuiM, [Wfegmauii'a] Areblv Mr N»taCit.: W+*;ti. 3(JS-(Pern) 
(Llcbtrnitelu MS.). 
' ReT. ZooL, 1839, p. 44. 
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one, and the name is tenable even if the assigned type-locality be 
erroneous. 

Specimens examined. — Four specimens seen, from the localities 
below: 

"Bolivia." 1 — [No further locality specified.] 

Peru, — Lima: Callao. 

Measurement* of specimen* of Chordeilet acvtipennls exflU. 



MiKCLim and No. 


8*1. 


Locality. 


Dal*. 


Collector. 
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II 
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11 
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VS.~S.tl. 14036' . . 


...do.".".". 


Callao, Peru 




T. R. l'«le 
W.9. Church 


103.' 
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96.5 


4.1 


"" 


Ea 











CHORDBILES ACUTIPBNNIS MICROMHRIS, now mib.pedM. 

Chora, aubap. — Resembling Chordeiles ocutipennis ocutipennis, but 
larger; upper parts not so dark; lower surface paler throughout, the 
chest and jugulum of a lighter brown, the brown bars on posterior 
portion lighter and somewhat narrower, the white interspaces wider, 
particularly on anal region; white subtenninal bar on rectrices of 
male averaging wider. 

Description,— Type, adult male, No. 213142, U.S.N.M.; Xbac, 
Yucatan, Mexico, April — , 1910; George F. Gaumer; original num- 
ber, 289A. Upper parts light brownish gray, with a more or less 
evident tinge of buff, particularly on the scapulars, and mottled, 
vermiculated, and irregularly barred with brownish black, the pileum 
nearly all brownish black, the scapulars more or less solid black 
medially, the lower cervix duller and more uniform; tail-feathers 
fuscous, more or less irregularly and rather narrowly barred with 
cream buff and whitish, these bars on the upper side of tail much 
mottled and broken with fuscous; a much broader subtenninal pure 
white bar; wing-quills fuscous, all but the outer primaries more or 
less spotted or barred on both vanes with tawny, ochraceous or buff, 
having also a broad white bar on four outer primaries mostly pos- 
terior to the tip of the eighth primary; wing-coverts and tertials 
mottled, spotted, and vermiculated with white and buffy, much like 
the back ; edge of wing along the alula mostly buffy or creamy white ; 
lores and supraocular region mixed white and blackish brown; au- 
ricular^ and postocular region blackish brown, much mixed with 
tawnj^/tocnrigeOuB, and a little with white; chin buffy grayish, the 
posterior lateral portion heavily marked with dark brown; cheeks 



1 Doubtless from (i 



V within the boundary of Chile. 
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and sides of neck blackish brown, much mingled with white and 
huffy ; a large triangular patch on throat white ; below this a band of 
dark brown, much, spotted with ochraoeous buff; breast dark brown, 
finely mottled and vermiculated with whitish; lower breast cream 
white, with conspicuous dark brown cross-bars; abdomen, sides, 
flanks, and crissum, ochraceous buff, with conspicuous dark brown 
cross-bars, these narrower, farther apart, and somewhat broken on 
lower tail-coverts; lining of wing deep ochraceous buff, barred with 
dark brown. 

Iris dark brown; bill brownish; feet dull brownish. 

Measurements. — Male: Total length (in flesh), 200 mm. 1 

Male: 1 Wing, 161.5-176 (average, 169.4) mm.; tail, 92.5-102.5 
(99.1) ; exposed culmen, 5.0-6.2 (5.7) ; tarsus, 12.5-13.8 (13.3) ; mid- 
dle toe, 14-14.7 (14.4). 

Female:' Wing, 158.5-168 (162.1) mm.; tail, 90-98.5 (94.4) ; ex- 
posed culmen, 5.0-6.5 (5.8) ; tarsus, 12-14 (13.1) ; middle toe, 13-15.3 
(14.1). 

Type-locality. — Xbac, Yucatan, Mexico. 

Geographical distribution. — Central America and southern Mexico. 
Breeds in the Lower Tropical, Upper Tropical, and Lower Austral 
zones of Guatemala, British Honduras, Yucatan, and other parts 
of southern Mexico: north to Kio Lagartos, and Merida, Yucatan; 
Campeche, Campeche; Montecristo, Tabasco; Pelenque, Chiapas; 
and San Mateo, Oaxaca ; northwest along the Pacific slope of Mexico 
to Colima; Zapotlan and Atemajac (near Guadalajara), Jalisco; 
south to Tuxtla Gutierrez, and San Bartolome', Chiapas; and Coban, 
Guatemala; east to British Honduras; and Mujeres Island, eastern 
Yucatan. In migration southeast through Honduras, Nicaragua, and 
Costa Rica, to Gatun, in the Canal Zone, Panama. Winters in Pan- 
ama and Costa Rica, possibly also in other and more northwestern 
parts of Central America. Not known from South America. 

Remarks. — This form differs from ChordeUes acutipennis exilie 
in larger size; rather darker lower parts, the white interspaces on 
posterior portion being narrower; somewhat darker, more brownish 
general effect of the upper surface; and in darker, more ochraceous 
or buffy (less whitish) light bars on the under side of the tail. 

Specimens from Costa Rica and Nicaragua and one from Panama 
(Gatun, Canal Zone, No. 207668, U.S.N.M.) appear to be exactly 
the same as those from Yucatan and Chiapas, and are doubtless 
immigrants, as there seems to be no breeding record of this species 
for Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, or Salvador. 
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Breeding birds from Yucatan and Campeche represent the extreme 
differentiation of this subspecies. Those from southern Chiapas, 
from Guatemala, and southern Oaxaca, Mexico, are intermediate in 
size between Chordeiles acutipennis micromeris and Chordeiles acuti- 
pennis texensis, though in other respects like the former. A single 
female from Atemajac, Jalisco, near Guadalajara (No. 281892, 
U.S.N.M.), looks just the same as these intermediate birds from 
Oaxaca and Chiapas, and is the basis for extending the range of the 
present subspecies to Jalisco. This is probably correct, though the 
possibility, of course, exists that this individual is not representative 
of the birds breeding in Jalisco. Comparative average measurements 
of specimens from different localities are as below : 



Localities. 


wing. 


Tall. 
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Tarsus. 


Kiddle 
toe. 
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178.fi 
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90.1 

104.8 
99 

94.4 
91. S 
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Two maleojlrom Chiapas (Mexico), and Guatemala.. 
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13.1 



In this Yucatan race there exist the same four adult plumage 
phases as in Chordeiles acutipennis acutipennis. 

Specimens examined. — Of this race 25 examples have been 
handled, from the subjoined localities: 

Campeche. — Campeche (June 8, 1900). 

Chiapas. — Toxtla Gutierrez (May 26, 1904) ; San Bartolome (Mar. 
24, 1904). 

Jalisco. — Atemajac (north of Guadalajara) (May 28, 1892). 

Oaxaca. — San Mateo (Aug. 5, 1869). 

Yucatan.— Rio Lagartos (Apr. 10, 14, 18, and 20, 1893) , Mujeres 
Island (Mar. 24, 1901); Merida (June 19, 1865); Chichen Itza 
(Apr. 2, 1904) ; Izamal (June, 1905) ; Xbac (April, 1910). 

Costa Rica.— San Jose" (Sept. 10, 1883; Oct 29, 1891); Pigres 
(Mar. 4 and 11, 1905). 

Guatemala. — Lake Atitlan (Apr. 8, 1906) . 

Honduras*— Truxillo (Sept. 30, 1887). 

Nicaragua. — San Geronimo, Chinandega (Mar. 25, 1904). 

Panama. — Gatun, Canal Zone (Jan. 11, 1911). 



a B y Google 



THE GENUS CHOBDEILES SWAINSON— OBEBHOLSEB. 103 

Measurements of xpedmens of ChordeHes acutvp&nnls tnicromerit. 
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CHORDEILES ACUTIPBNNIS TEXENSIS Lawrence. 

CKordetle* texentit Lawrence, Ann. Lye. Nat Hist. N. Y., vol 6, December, 
1856, p. Ifi7 (Texas). 
Chars, subsp. — like GhordeUea acutipenms inferior, 1 but larger. 
Iris bluish black ; bill black ; feet gray or " purplish." 
Measurements. — Male: Total length (in flesh), 215.9-248 (average, 
230.2) mm.; 'extent of wing, 520.7-581 (555.7). B 

Female: Total length (in flesh), 215.9-228.6 (221.2) ;• extent of 
wing, 514.4-552.5 (532.6).' 

* Thirty-two specimens. 
•Twenty-flye specimens. 
"Eighteen specimens, 
1 Eleven specimens. 
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Male: 1 Wing, 178-192 (average, 183.4) mm.; tail, 104-119 (111.6); 
exposed culmen, 5.0-6.8 (5.9) ; tarsus, 18-15 (14) ; middle toe, 18-15 
(14-2). 

Female: 1 Wing, 168.5-180 (175) mm.; tail, 102-110 (106.1); ex- 
posed culmen, 5.1-7.0; (6.0); tarsus, 12.5-15.2 (13.5); middle toe, 
13-15.8 (14.2). 

Type-locality. — Ringgold Barracks, 1 near Rio Grande City, Texas. 

Geographical distribution. — The southwestern United States, 
Mexico, and all of Central America. Breeds in the Lower Austral, 
Upper Austral, and Upper Tropical zones of the southwestern 
United States, northern and central Mexico (excepting southern 
Lower California) : north to Kerrville and Pecos City, middle Texas; 
Alamagordo, Deming, and Lone Mountain (Grant County) , southern 
New Mexico; the Santa. Catalina Mountains, southeastern Arizona; 
Fort Verde, central Arizona; Beaverdam, northwestern Arizona; 
St George, southwestern Utah; Virgin Valley, Vegas Valley, and 
Ash Meadows, southern Nevada; Bishop (Owens Valley), Chinese 
Camp (Tuolumne County), Marysville, Winslow (Glenn County), 
and Ukiah (Mendocino County), central California; west to Ukiah, 
Paicines (San Benito County), Ventura, San Pedro, San Diego, 
and 6 miles west of Mountain Spring, western California ; Colorado 
River opposite the mouth of Hardy River, northwestern Sonora; 
Rancho Baillon, Papasquiaro, and Durango, western Durango ; Ro- 
sario, southern Sinaloa; Chicalote, central Aguas Calientes; and 
Guanajuato, Guanajuato; south to Chimalpa (Valley of Mexico), 
Mexico; Puente de Ixtla, southern Morelos; and San Baltazar, 
Puebla; east to Jalapa, central western Vera Cruz; Alta Mira and 
Matamoros, eastern Tamaulipas; Brownsville, Corpus Christi, and 
Port O'Connor, central southern Texas. Winters regularly in cen- 
tral and southern Mexico, and in all of Central America: north to 
Chacala, Durango, rarely to Phoenix, Arizona; * west to Manzanillo, 
Colima; east to Orizaba, Vera Cruz, and Cozumel Island, Yucatan, 
in Mexico; and southeast through Guatemala, Honduras, Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama, to Cana, eastern Panama. 

Remarks. — The present race differs from ChordeUes acutipennia 
micromeria in considerably larger size, broader light tail-bars, and 
rather paler, rather more brownish tone of the upper surface. It 
is much larger than ChordeUea acutipennia acutipennia, with broader 
light tail-bars, and is paler, more grayish, both above and below. 
The juvenal plumage is identical with that of ChordeUes acutipennia 
inferior hereinafter described.* 

i Fifteen speclineua, from Tens, Ariiona, and California. 
■Hera for toe Brat time definitely restricted to thU locality. 
•Taken, December BT, 1887. 
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With large series of specimens for comparison from California, 
Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas, no geographical differences are 
observable, and the birds from all these areas evidently belong to the 
same subspecies. The apparently smaller size of the Texas males 
in the measurements given below is due to the smallness of the series. 
Birds from San Diego, southern California, are somewhat smaller 
than typical GhordeUes aeutipervn.it iexensis, and thus incline toward 
GhordeUes acutipennis inferior, bat they are nearer the present form. 
Examples from the various geographic areas average in measure- 
ments as follows : 



LomHHm. 


Whig. 


Tun. 


as 


— . 


Kiddle 
to*. 




ISO. 7 

174.8 
171. 1 

175.9 


U3.B 

113.7 
108.1 

107.1 
108.8 
104.4 


l 

5.4 
8.1 

0.1 
0.1 

5.0 


11.9 
14.1 
13.9 

13.6 
13.4 


... 








141 






F1t« fcmateo from Ariiona 


145 











The juvenal and first autumn plumages of this race are apparently 
identical in color with those of GhordeUes acutipennis inferior. The 
adults have about the same range of individual variation in color 
as that race, but are apparently more variable in size. The ochra- 
ceous phase is like that of GhordeUes acutipennis inferior, less marked 
than in GhordeUes acutipennis acutipennis/ but the light and dark 
extremes are, however, just as distinct 

The two type specimens, adult and male and female, of GhordeUes 
acutipennis iexensis are in the American Museum of Natural History. 
They are flat skins, obtained by Capt J. P. McCown in Texas, and 
were originally in the collection of George N. Lawrence. The male, 
which, of course, is to be considered the type, is an abnormally small 
bird, as its measurements on page 109 show. It is marked in Law- 
rence' handwriting on the face of the label: " Chordeiles texensis, 
Lawr." " Texas ""Ja 116 ; " and on the back of the label : " Type " 
" Presented by Capt J. P. McCown." The label of the female is iden- 
tical save for the sex and number, which read :"9 b 116." In color 
both birds are inseparable from Texas specimens. There seems to be 
now no way of determining the exact locality at which these speci- 
mens were collected; and as it seems desirable to have an exact type- 
locality, I now designate as such Ringgold Barracks, near Rio 
Grande City, since this is a locality which Captain McCown is known 
to have visited. 
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The Texas nighthawk is normally only a summer sojourner in the 
United States, where it appears in March, as a specimen which Dr. 
E. A. Mearns obtained, March 21, 1894, on the Colorado River at the 
Mexican boundary attests. It leaves this country in September or 
October (taken, October 5, 1893, San Bernardino Ranch, Arizona, 
Dr. E. A. Mearns). It breeds from April to August, and there are 
eggs in the United States National Museum collected from April 27 
to August 6, inclusive. 

Specimens examined. — Total number, 293, from the localities listed 
below: 

Arizona. — Colorado River, 5 miles north of Laguna (Apr. 21, 24, 
and 26, 1910) ; Ehrenberg (Mar. 27, 1910) ; Date Creek, south of Fort 
Whipple (June 5, 1865) ; San Bernardino Ranch, San Bernardino 
River, on the Mexican boundary line (Aug. 15 and 23, 1892 ; Oct. 5, 
1893) ; Camp Grant, 40 miles east of Tucson (May 4, 1867) ; Fort 
Huachuca (May 23, 1892; June 3, 1892; June 15, 1891) ; Huachuca 
Mountains (June 3, 1891) ; Yuma (Apr. 5, 1884) ; Beaverdam (May 
10, 1891); Fort Mojave (May 13, 1884; May 24, 1861); near San 
Pedro River in Cochise County (Aug. 15, 1890) ; Tucson (May 5, 
1883 ; May 19, 1906 ; June 2 and 3, 1884 ; June 8, 1881 ; June 16, 1891) ; 
Calabasas (May 26, 1887) ; Colorado River at Monument No. 204, 
Mexican boundary line (Mar. 21 and 25, 1894) ; San Pedro slope, 
Santa Catalina Mountains, Pinal County (May 20, 1885; June 4, 
1885 [3,500 feet altitude] ; June 7, 1885 [3,000 feet altitude] ) ; Fort 
Verde (June 3 and 5, 1885; June 17, 1884; Sept. 20, 1886) ; Charles- 
ton, Cochise County (June 21, 1896) ; Catalina Mill (June 21, 1884) ; 
Babacomari Creek. 

California,— Pasadena (Mar. 81, 1896; Apr. 4, 7, 9, and 29, 1896; 
Apr. 27, 1895; Apr. 21, 24, and 30, 1897; May 2, 1894; June 19, 1897; 
July 26, 1902; Aug. 4, 1900; Aug. 30, 1906) ; San Fernando Valley, 
Los Angeles County (May 2, 1899; May 22, 1895) ; Sugarloaf Moun- 
tain, 7,500 feet altitude, San Bernardino Mountains (Aug. 5, 1905) ; 
Cactus Flat, 6,000 feet altitude, San Bernardino Mountains (Aug. 16, 
1905) ; Cushenbury Springs, 4,000 feet altitude, San Bernardino 
Mountains (Aug. 9 and 13, 1905) ; Bodfish (June 17, 1911) ; Los 
Angeles (Apr. 14, 1898; May 2, 1897; June 20, 1897) ; San Fernando, 
Los Angeles County (Apr. 24, 1900 ; Aug. 14, 1897) ; Mecca, River- 
side County (Apr. 2, 4, 7, and 11, 1908) ; Tipton, Tulare County 
(Apr. 26, 1911) ; Reche Canyon, near Colton (July 23 and 28, 1908) ; 
Isabella (July 1, 1911) ; Colorado River opposite Cibola, Arizona 
(Apr. 3, 1910) ; Dulzura (Apr. 24, 1908; June 29, 1894) ; Colorado 
River, 5 miles northeast of Yuma (May 3, 1910) ; Chula Vista, San 
Diego County (May 27, 1908); Paicines (June 12, 1898; July 10, 
1898) ; Kelso Creek, 3,500 feet altitude, 11 miles south-southeast of 
Weldon, Kern County (July 6, 1911) ; Alhambra (Apr. 11, 12, and 15, 
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1889) ; Riverside (Apr. 10, 1865) ; Point Lama, San Diego County 
(June 19, 1908) ; San Diego (Apr. 20 and 30, 1886; June 7 and 13, 
1892) ; Silsbee, Imperial County (Apr. 6, 1906) ; Riverside County 
(Apr. 21, 1907) ; Cabazon, Riverside County (May 16, 1908) ; Alila 
(June 18, 1903) ; Chowchilla, Merced County (June 27 and 28, 1900) ; 
Colorado River at Pilot Knob (taken with eggs, May 8, 1910) ; Ash 
Creek, Owens Lake (May 31, 1891) ; Bishop, in Owens Valley, alti- 
tude 4,000 feet (June 29, 1891) ; Coalinga, Fresno County (July 8, 
1905) ; Lone Pine, Owens Valley (June 8, 10, 12, and 13, 1891) ; 
Bakersfield (July 19, 1891) ; Valley Springs (June 3, 1898) ; Un- 
lucky Lake, San Diego County (Apr. 30, 1894) ; divide of mountains 
west of Coast Range, near Mexican boundary line, about 6 miles west 
of Mountain Spring, San Diego County (May 17, 1894) ; Marysville 
(July 1, 1891) ; South Fork of Kern River, 25 miles above Kemville 
(July 8, 1891) ; Keeler (June 2, 1891) ; Chinese Camp (Apr. 20 and 
21, 1891) ; San Bernardino (July 30, 1885) ; Ukiah (Apr. 29, 1889) ; 
Vallevista, San Jacinto Valley (Sept, 2, 1908) ; Needles (Apr. 28, 
1905) ; Ventura (June 1, 1906) ; Lanes Bridge, 10 miles north of 
Fresno (Apr. 12, 1911). 

New Mexico. — Eastern foothills of Big Hatchet Mountains (July 
20, 1908) ; State College (July 12 and 14, 1913) ; Dog Spring, south- 
ern Grant County (June 8, 1892) ; Apache, Grant County (May 17, 
1886) ; Gila River (Sept. 14, 1873) ; Alamogordo (May 17, 1902) ; 
between Alamogordo and Dry Canyon, Otero County (May 7, 1902) ; 
8 miles east of Deming (Sept. 4, 1908). 

Texas.— Rio Grande City (Apr. 9, 11, and 16, 1880; June 1, 1891 ; 
June 15, 1889) ; Ringgold Barracks (July) ; Lomita Ranch, near 
Hidalgo (Apr. 23 and 26, 1878; May 6, 11, and 12, 1878; July 25 
and 31, 1880; Aug. 16, 1880) ; Hidalgo (Apr. 18, 1877; May 5, 1877; 
May 7, 23, 25, and 27, 1889) ; Pecos City (May 25, 1887) ; eastern 
base of Chisos Mountains (June 23, 1901); Brownsville (Apr. 18, 
1889; Apr. 20 and 21, 1892; July 2, 1892) ; Fort Hancock (June 9, 
12, 18, and 21, 1898; Aug. 15, 1902); Frontera; Rio Grande in 
Cameron County (Apr. 16, 1886) ; Laredo (May 18, 1866; Sept 5 
and 13, 1866) ; Marathon (May 18, 1891) ; 15 miles south of Mara- 
thon (May 17, 1901) ; 20 miles south of Marathon (May 19, 1901) ; 
65 miles south of Marathon (May 19, 1901) ; near Carrizo (May 19, 
1891) ; Comstock (July 26, 1902) ; Langtry (May 1, 1903) ; Del Rio 
(May 19, 1903) ; Kerrville (May 18, lfilO) ; Yaleta (July 25, 1901) ; 
Runge (Aug. 28, 1905). 

Chihuahua. — Mosquito Springs (May 12, 1892) ; San Diego (Apr. 
21 and 24, 1891; June 5, 1891) ; near Colonia Garcia (July 15 and 
16, 1899). 

Colim-a, — Plains of Colima (Jan. 14 and 15, 1890) ; Manzanillo 
(Jan. 26, 1892). 
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Dvrango. — Rancho Baillon, northwestern Durango, 7,800 feet alti- 
tude (May 9, 1903). 

Guanajuato. — Guanajuato. 

Jalisco. — La Barca (Jan. 4, 9, 17, and 19, 1903 ; Nov. 22 and 25, 
1899; Dec. 2, 1899) ; Ocotlan (Jan. 4, 1908). 

Lower California. — Carrizo Valley (Apr. 19, 1893) ; mouth of 
Hardy River (Apr. 2, 1905) ; Seven Wells, Salton River (Apr. 10, 
1894). 

Michoacan.— Patzcuaro (Dec 22, 1891). 

Morelos. — Cuernavaca (Jan. 3, 1893) ; Puente de Ixtla (June 6, 
1903). 

Nuevo Leon — Montemorelos (May 20, 1889) ; Monterey (Apr. 24 
and 27, 1889) ; Linares (Apr. 17, 1891) ; Santa Catarina (April, 
1853). 

Oaxaca. — Santa Efigenia (Jan. 3 and 12, 1869). 

Swidoa. — Escuinapa (Dec. 38, 1903) ; Mazatlan. 

Sonora. — Colorado River opposite mouth of Hardy River (Mar. 
28, 1894) ; San Marcial (Nov. 10, 1905). 

Tamaulipas. — Rio Cruz (June 19, 23, and 30, 1909; July 7, 20, and 
21, 1909) ; Santa Leonor (Apr. 14, 15, and 17, 1909) ; Montelunga 
(Apr. 27, 1909; and May 1, 1909) ; Mier (May 5, 1891). 

Tepic. — Maria Madre Island, Tres Marias Islands (May 5, 1897). 

Vera Cruz.— Jalaps, (Apr. 2, 1897) ; Orizaba (Jan. 25 ? 1894). 

Costa Rica.— Bolson (Dec 25, 1907); El Rio Ciribi (Jan. 25, 
1868) ; Limon (Nov. 28, 1896) ; Pigres (Mar. 3 and 10, 1905). 

Guatemala.— Dueiias (Feb. 1, 1860). 

Nicaragua. — San Juan de Nicaragua. 

Panama.— Cana (Mar. 10, 1912). 

Salvador. — La Union (January, 1864). 

Measurements of specimens of Ghordeilcs acutipennls teccensts. 
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Measurements of specimens of CKordeiles acvtipmnts lewensis — Continued. 
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CHORDEH.ES ACUTD?EITHIS INTERIOR, n 

Chars, subsp. — Like GhordeS.es acutipennis Tmcromerisy but larger; 
light bars on tail broader; upper surface lighter, and averaging 
more brownish (less grayish) in general effect; similar to ChordeUes 
acutipennis tecnen&is, but smaller. 

Description.— Type, adult male, No. 113100, U.S.N.M.; Triunfo, 
Lower California, Mexico, June 14, 1887; M. Abbott Frazar. Upper 
parts light brownish gray, with a more or less evident tinge of buff 
(particularly on the scapulars, which have some spots of ochraceous) , 
and mottled, vermiculated, and irregularly barred with brownish 
black, the scapulars more or less solidly black medially, the cervix 
rather duller and more uniform ; tail-feathers fuscous, more or less 
irregularly and rather broadly barred with buff, cream buff, and 
whitish, thesB bars on the upper side of the tail much mottled and 
broken by fuscous; a much broader pure white subterminal band; 
wing-quills fuscous, all but the outer primaries more or less spotted 
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or barred on both vanes with tawny, ochraceous or buff, having also 
a broad white bar on four outer primaries mostly posterior to the 
tip of the eighth primary ; outer primaries slightly edged or spotted 
on outer web with buff; wing-coverts and tertials mottled, spotted, 
and vermiculated with white, buff, and ochraceous buff, much like 
the back; edge of wing along the alula mostly buffy or creamy 
white; lores and supraloral region mixed white, buff, and dark 
brown ; auriculars and postocular region blackish brown, much mixed 
with tawny, ochraceous, buff, and a little with white; chin buffy 
gray, with posteriorly heavy markings of dark brown; cheeks and 
sides of neck dark brown, much spotted and streaked with, ochra- 
ceous, buff, and whitish; a large triangular patch on throat white; 
below this a band of dark brown much spotted with ochraceous 
buff; breast dark brown, finely mottled and vermiculated with pale 
brownish; rest of lower surface ochraceous buff, paler (buff) on 
lower breast, with conspicuous dark brown cross-bars, these nar- 
rower, farther apart, and somewhat broken on lower tail-coverts; 
lining of wing deep ochraceous buff, barred with dark brown. 

Iris dark brown. 

Measurements. — Female: Total length (in flesh), 203-223.5 (aver- 
age, 210.1) mm.; 1 extent of wing, 485-^97.8 (492.8). 1 

Male: 1 Wing, 171.5-184.5 (average, 176.2) mm.; tail, 99-115 
(107.1) ; exposed culmen, 4.9-6.6 (5.7) ; tarsus, 12.5-14.5 (18.5) ; mid- 
dle toe, 13.2-15.1 (14). 

Female:* Wing, 165-177 (168.1)mm.; tail, 99-105 (102.3); ex- 
posed culmen, 5.0-6.0 (5.4); tarsus, 12.1-13.7 (13); middle toe, 
12.5-14.8 (13.7). 

Type-locality. — Triunfo, Lower California, Mexico. 

Geographical distribution. — Lower California. Breeds in the 
Upper Tropical, Lower Austral, and Upper Austral zones, south to 
San Jose del Cabo and Cape San Lucas; and north to La Grulla, 
Santa Cruz, and Valladares in the San Pedro Martir region of the 
northern part of the peninsula. Winters in extreme southern Lower 
California. 

Remarks. — The juvenal plumage is similar to that of Chordeilea 
acutipennis acuttpennts, but the lower parts average paler; and the 
upper surface is lighter, more uniform, more silvery, and less heavily 
mottled with blackish or dark brown. In the color of the upper parts 
it is strikingly like the first autumn stage of ChordeUes virgvnianus 
howelli,* but is lighter, more silvery, and usually less mottled with 
dark brown or blackish. 

' Three apecimeni. 

■ Ten ipeeUneu, from Lover California, Mexico, 

■ Nine speelmena, from Lower California. 
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The difference between the gray and ochraceous phases of this 
subspecies are not nearly so great as in ChordeUea acutipennia^uniti- 
pennis and Chordeiles oeutipennis micromeria ; that is, while the gray 
phase is practically identical in color with the corresponding phase 
of GhordeUea ocutipennia micromeris, the ochraceous phase is not 
nearly so deeply ochraceous nor so different from the gray phase. 
The dark and light extremes in ChordeUea ocutipennis inferior are, 
however, just as strongly marked as in the other races above men- 
tioned. 

Specimens examined. — The writer has seen 26 specimens of this 
new subspecies, from the localities that follow: 

Lower California. — Cape San Lucas {Sept 11, 14, and 21, 1859) ; 
San Jos6 del Cabo (Apr. 6, 1895 ; July 22, 1896 ; Aug. 5, 1896) ; Santa 
Anita (Jan. 14 and 16, 1906) ; Triunfo (June 11, 13, and 14, 188T) ; 
Valladares (May 21, 1889) ; Santa Cruz (May 23, 1889). 

Measurements of specimens of Chordeiles acutipennis inferior. 
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CHOKDKILES HUPBSTRIB (Spix). 

OaprtmtOffvt mpettrU Bra, Avium Spec. Not. Bran, voL 2, 1825, p. 2, pi. 
2 ("infraUBpetroslalL Nlgrl").* 

Chart, tp. (adult male). — First (outermost) primary longer than 
second ; shortest secondary usually reaching or exceeding the tips of 
the primary coverts; distance from bend of folded wing to end of 
shortest secondary nearly always greater than from latter point to 
end of fourth primary (counting from the outermost) ; tips of tail- 
feathers rounded; upper surface varied with dark brown, whitiah, 
buff, and ochraceous; tail chiefly white, the two middle rectrices, 
most of the next pair, the outer webs of outermost pair, and broad 
tips to all, brown; middle portion of inner primaries and basal por- 
tion of nearly all the secondaries pure white ; the remaining portions 
of these quills, together with, the three outer primaries and the 
primary coverts, plain fuscous, unspotted; axillars and middle por- 
tion of under wing-coverts pure white ; lower surface pure white ; the 
jugulum and upper breast spotted and the former more or less clouded 
with pale brownish gray or grayish brown. 

Adult female. — Similar to the adult male, but smaller ; upper parts 
more ochraceous or buffy, less closely vermiculated, and rather lighter ; 
fourth primary (counting from the outermost) with usually at least 
a small spot of white on middle part of inner web; tail with the 
broad brown tips much mottled with lighter, instead of usually plain 
brown or nearly so ; those rectrices that are mostly white having more 
dark brown at base (commonly none in the male), and the white area 
of inner web with one or two spots or bars of dark brown ; outer web 
of outermost rectrix all brown without a subterminal white area, and 
this brown much, instead of little or not all, mottled with lighter. 

Remarks. — The present species seems to be a comparatively rare 
one, and the small number of specimens now available precludes any 
satisfactory elucidation of the various plumages, molt, variation, and 
the many other problems connected with every species. Individual 
variation seems to concern chiefly size; the shade of the markings on 
the breast; the amount of white on the greater wing coverts; and the 
coarseness of the markings on the upper surface. 

Geographical distribution. — The geographical distribution of 
ChordeUet rupettria is entirely in northern and central Sooth Amer- 
ica, and extends from northern Brazil to Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia. 
To the single race previously recognized the present investigation 
adds two, one from central Colombia, the other from eastern Peru. 
Both of these, however, are known from only a limited area, and by 
far the greater part of the total range of the species is occupied by 
the typical subspecies, Chordeilet rupeatrie rupeatria. 
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Habits. — So far as known, this species is nonmigratory, and in 
general habits similar to the other members of the genus. It is 
said to breed often in colonies in September on the sand banks 
and beaches of the Amazon River and its tributaries ; and its eggs 
are described as creamy or buffy white with numerous grayish 
markings. 

Phylogeny. — The Brazilian subspecies Chordeiles rupestris rupes- 
tris, seems, from its wide geographical distribution and central loca- 
tion, to be the oldest form. Both Chordeiles rupestris xyostictus 
and Chordeiles rupestris zoZeucus are thus doubtless more recent 
offshoots, merely geographic races modified into such by isolation or 
environment. 

History. — This species was first described by Spix, in his famous 
work on the birds of Brazil, 1 from specimens obtained on the Rio 
Negro. Its literature is limited, and it appears to have no synonyms. 
All the references to its literature, so far as possible, will be given 
under the headings of the subspecies, as perhaps of interest. 

CHORDEILES RUPESTRIS RUPESTRIS (Spli). 

Caprimulgv.it rupestris spix, Avium Spec. Not. Bras., vol. 2, 1825, p. 2, pi. 2 
(" Instills petroats fl. Nigri "). 

C[hordeiles\. rupestris Gsay, Genera Birds, vol. 1, January, 1847; p. 49. 

[ChordeUes] rupestris Bokapabte, Consp. Gen. Avium, vol. 1, 1850, p. 63. — 
Gray, Hand-List Gen. and Spec. Birds, vol. 1, 1868, p. 61 (part, Bio 
Negro, Brazil). — Giebel, Thesaur. Ornith., vol. 1, 1872, p. 669 (part).— 
ScLATF.ii and Salvin, Nomencl Avium Neotrop., 1873, p. 96 (Ama- 
zonia). — Sharpe, Hand-List Gen. and Spec. Birds, vol. 2, 1900, i). 80 
(part, Amazonia). 

Chordeiles rupestris Bdbmeibteb, Syst Uebers. Thlere Bras., vol. 2, 1806, 
p. 393 (Rio Negro, Brazil). — Solaieb, Cat Amer. Birds, 1862, p. 279 
(upper Amazon River) ; Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 1866, p. 135 (part, 
rocky Islands of Rio Negro, Brazil). — Scuteb and Salvin, Proc Zool. 
Soc. Lond., 1867, p. 583 (upper Rio Negro, Brazil). — Pelzbln, Ornith. 
Bras., 1868, p. 14 (Rio Guaport; Bio Mamore; Manaqueri, Bio Solf- 
moens, Brazil). — Sclatkb and Salvin, Proc. Zool Soc. Lond., 1879, p. 
626 (Prov. Moxos, Bolivia).— Habtebt, Cat. Birds Brit Mub., vol. 16, 
1892, p. 617 (crit; part; Para and Pernambuco, Brazil); Tlerrelch, 
Lief. 1, 1897, p. 20 (crit).— Nehekoen, Kat Eleraammlung, 1899, p. 
IBS (eggs, Amazon River). — Iheeihq, Rev. Mus. Paulista, vol. 4, 1900, 
p. 257 (descr. eggs) ; vol. 6, 1905, p. 443 (Rio Juruo, Brazil). — Goeldi, 
Album Aves Amazonicas, fasc. 3, 1906, pi. 46, fig. 8 (Rio Pur Us, Brazil) . — 
Ihebing and Ihlbing, Cat Fauna Bras,, vol. 1, Aves, 1907, p. 132 
(part; Matto Grosso; Rio Amazonas; Para; Rio Negro; Pernambuco; 
Rio Jurua; and Amazonas, Brazil; Bolivia). — Snethlage, Journ. f. 
Ornith., January, 1908, p. 18 (Cachoelra and Bom Lugar on Bio Purtfs, 
Brazil). — HEiLMAYs, Novlt Zool., vol. 17, December, 1910, p. 878 (part, 
Jamaryelnho, on Rio Madeira, Brazil). 



1 Avium Spec Nov. Brai., vol. 2, p, 2, pi. S. 
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Chars, svbsp. — Size small; colors relatively dark; blackish and 
dark brown markings of upper surface rather coarse ; breast sparsely 
spotted ; female with only dark brown spots on inner webs of outer 
rectrices; and with no large white patch on inner vane of fourth 
primary (counting from the outermost). 

Description. — Adult [male], No. 21995, Academy of Natural Sci- 
ences of Philadelphia ; Bio Negro, Brazil ; M. Wulf. Upper surface 
broccoli brown, spotted, streaked, barred, and vermiculated with 
grayish sepia, most heavily on pileum, scapulars, and upper tail- 
coverts, and in places tinged with buff, the outer margins of scapu- 
lars almost entirely buff; tail white, the two middle feathers hair 
brown, irregularly barred and finely mottled with dark brown; the 
outer vane of outermost rectrix (excepting a very narrow white 
edge and a broad subterminal white space) and broad tips on all the 
rectrices, save the middle pair, dark brown, between clove brown 
and hair brown ; primaries of the same brown, the four outermost 
unmarked, the next four with their bases (excepting the outer 
vanes) and all but the broad brown tips, pure white; rest of pri- 
maries and all of secondaries narrowly tipped with whitish and 
otherwise all white save for broad, dark brown ends ; anterior rows 
of superior wing-coverts dark brown like the wing-quills, spotted 
and imperfectly barred with buff and whitish; remainder of wing- 
coverts deep broccoli brown, spotted, barred, mottled, and tipped 
with white, cream color, pale clay color, and buff; tertials broccoli 
brown, terminally dull buff, with shaft streakB and broken, irregu- 
lar bars and vermiculations of deep broccoli brown; sides of head 
and neck broccoli brown, with fine markings of dark brown, the 
auriculars buffy and nearly plain; an indistinct buffy white super- 
ciliary stripe ; entire lower surface creamy white, the jugulum with a 
wide, grayish buff, partly whitish band, obscurely barred and spotted 
with broccoli brown; lining of wing white, excepting the outer 
coverts, which are dark brown like the wing-quills, and the posterior 
ones, which are grayish drab; edge of wing along the alula mostly 
white. 

Measurements. — Male: 1 Wing, 167-170 (average 168.5) mm.; tail, 
H; exposed oilmen, 6.5; tarsus, 13-13.5 (18.3) ; middle toe, 13-13.2 
(13.1). 

Female: 3 Wing, 159.5 mm.; tail, 90; exposed culmen, 5.0; tarsus, 
12; middle toe, 13. 

Type-locality* — Rocky islands of the Bio Negro, northern Brazil. 

Geographical distribution. — Permanently resident in northern and 
central Brazil and northeastern Bolivia: north to Para and the upper 
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Rio Negro, Brazil; west to the upper Bio Negro; the Rio Jurua; 
Cachoeira and Bom Lugar on Hie Bio Purus ; Jamarysinho on the Bio 
Madeira; the Bio GuaporS, Brazil; the Mosos region, northeastern 
Bolivia ; and Mutto Grosso, Brazil ; south to Matto Grosso and Per- 
nambuco, Brazil ; and east to Pernambuco and Para, Brazil. 

Remarks. — Individual and sexual variation have been already dis- 
cussed in the account of the species above. This race, so far as re- 
ported, occupies a much larger geographical area than the others, 
and its known range will probably greatly increase as the result of 
future explorations. All of the specimens examined will be found 
listed in the table of measurements appended. 

Measurements of specimens of ChordeUea rupestris rupestris. 
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CHQRDBOSS KUPE8THI3 XYOSTICTUS, n 

Chars, svbsp. — Similar to Chordeiles rupestris rupestris, hut some- 
what larger; upper surface, including the wing-coverts, much paler, 
more buffy (less grayish), the dark markings much smaller; and 
breast more heavily spotted. 

Description.— Type, adult male, No. 16599, U.S.N.M.; Bogota, 
Colombia ; W. Evans. Upper surface pale drab, shading to ochra- 
ceous buff on the outer part of the scapulars, spotted, vermiculated, 
obscurely streaked, and narrowly and brokenly barred with broc- 
coli brown, the barring most evident on upper tail-coverts and 
scapulars, the scapulars also a little barred and narrowly streaked 
with dark brown, between clove brown and hair brown, and the 
pileum conspicuously streaked with the same ; tail cream white, the 
two central feathers basally rather light broccoli brown, distally 
hair brown, irregularly barred and finely mottled with a dark gray- 
ish brown, between clove and hair brown; the outer vane of outer- 
most rectrix (excepting a very narrow light brownish edge and a 
broad subterminal white space) and broad tips on all the rectrices 
save the middle pair, of the same dark brown as the bars on the mid- 
dle tail-feathers; primaries of the same brown, but somewhat darker, 
the four outermost unmarked, the next four with their bases (ex- 
cepting the outer vanes) and all but the broad brown tips, cream 
white ; rest of primaries and all of secondaries narrowly tipped with 
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whitish (the secondaries more so), and otherwise all white save for 
broad dark brown ends ; the tips of the two inner secondaries some- 
what mottled with pale drab; innermost secondary and the tertials 
light drab, mottled, vermiculated, and narrowly and irregularly 
barred with broccoli brown, basally also with whitish and buffy; 
anterior rows of upper wing-coverts dark brown like the wing-quills, 
much spotted, mottled, and imperfectly barred with buff and whit- 
ish; remainder of wing-coverts deep broccoli brown, spotted, barred, 
mottled, and tipped with white, cream color, pale clay color, and 
buff; sides of head and neck pale buffy gray, more buffy on auricu- 
lars, which are narrowly and inconspicuously streaked with brown, 
all the rest speckled, spotted, and a little streaked and barred with 
broccoli brown, the streaks darker brown; lores anteriorly whitish; 
an ill-defined superciliary stripe due to the sparseness of the dark 
spotting; entire lower surface cream white, the jugulum with a wide 
band of drab gray, obscurely spotted and barred with drab and 
broccoli brown, the breast conspicuously spotted and imperfectly 
barred with broccoli brown; inferior wing-coverts cream white, the 
outer ones dark brown like the wing-quills, somewhat spotted and 
edged with buff, ochraceous, and whitish, the posterior and longest 
grayish drab; edge of wing along the alula mostly buffy white. 

Measurements. — Male: 1 Wing, 172.5 mm.; tail, 100; exposed oil- 
men, 7.0 ; tarsus, 13.1 ; middle toe, 13.1. 

Female: 1 Wing, 165.5 mm.; tail, 92.5 mm.; exposed oilmen, 7.0; 
tarsus, 13.1 ; middle toe, 13.9. 

Type-locality. — Bogota, Colombia. 

Geographical distribution. — Central Colombia. Probably a per- 
manent resident 

Remarks. — This species {ChordetUa rupevlris) has hitherto been 
unrecorded from Colombia, and it must be rare in that country. The 
two specimens listed in the subjoined table of measurements were col- 
lected at Bogota, Colombia, by Mr. W. Evans, and have been in the 
United States National Museum since 1860. They seem to represent 
a very well characterized geographical race. 

Measurement* of specimens of ChordeOe» rupestrU myottktliu. 
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CHORDEILES HOPESTRIS ZALEOCUS, ns» tulitpMiea. 

Ghordeile* rupettrlt Sclateb, Proa ZooL Soe. Loud., 1866, p. 135 (part, 
lower Ucayall Elver, eastern Peru). — Sclateb and Salyih, Proc ZooL 
Soc Loud., 1866, p. 193 (lower Ucayall River, eastern Pern) ; 1873, 
p. 200 (lower tlcayali River and entire Huallaga River [breeding], 
eastern Peru). — Taczanowski, Ornith. Perou, vol. 1, 1884. p. 214 
( upper Ucayall River, Huallaga River, and Pebas, Peru) . — Habtebt, Cat. 
Birds Brit. Mua, voL 16, 1892, p. 617 (part, Ucayall River, Yqultos, 
and Pebaa, Peru). — Oates and Reto, Cat. Coll. Birds' Eggs Brit. Mus., 
vol. 3, 1903, p. 58 (Ucayall River, Peru).— Iheriho and Iherino, Cat 
Fauna Bras., vol. 1, Aves, 1907, p. 132 (part, eastern Peru). — Hellmayb, 
Novtt ZooL, December, 1910, p. 378 (part) (Peru). 

IChordeilei] rupetlrU Gray, Hand-List Gen. and Spec. Birds, vol 1, 1869, 
p. 61 (part, lower Ucayall River, Peru). — Shabfe, Hand-List Gen. and 
Spec. Birds, vol. 2, 1900, p. 80 (part, Bolivia, Peru). 

Chars, subsp. — Resembling ChordeUes rupestria rupestris, but 
female more grayish above, particularly on wing-coverts; with a 
large white patch 47 mm. long on middle portion of inner web of 
fourth primary (counting from the outermost) , this patch reaching 
to the shaft, which is white itself at this point ; inner web of outer- 
most rectrix with two broad dark brown bands (instead of spots) 
besides the terminal and the basal bands; spots on breast larger and 
more numerous. 
, Description.— Type, adult [female], 1 No. 55318, U.S.N.M., Pebas, 
Peru ; Prof. James Orton ; original number, 275. Upper surface light 
drab (the scapulars exteriorly largely buff or ochraceous buff), finely 
and confusedly spotted, streaked, barred, and vermiculated with dull 
white, darker drab, broccoli brown, grayish sepia, and grayish clove 
brown, the darkest brown markings mostly confined to pileum, scapu- 
lars, and upper tail-coverts, the pileum and middle of back more 
streaked, the posterior upper parts more barred ; tail largely cream 
white, but basal portion of the feathers, and two ( on some of the feath- 
ers only one) broad but somewhat broken and incomplete bars, of a 
dark brown, between clove brown and hair brown; ends of rectrices, 
except middle pair, with a wide band of the same dark brown, though 
much mottled above and below with lighter brown ; outer webs of outer- 
most and all of the next to the middle pairs of rectrices partly light, 
partly darker, broccoli brown, mottled and more or less irregularly 
barred with the dark brown of their tips; middle pair of feathers 
basally broccoli brown, distally rather grayish hair brown, finely 
mottled and vermiculated, particularly on terminal half, with the 
dark brown of the rest of the tail, and crossed by six rather narrow, 
and distally much broken bars of the same dark brown; primaries 
of the same dark brown as the tips of the tail-feathers, but some- 
what more grayish, the three outer quills unmarked, the fourth with 

* Marked " male " on the original label. 
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a large white spot on the middle portion of the inner vane, this spot 
47 mm. long on the inner edge of the vane, 2,9 mm. in length along 
the shaft, which for this space is also white; remaining primaries 
mostly white, with some dark brown at the bases, principally on outer 
webs, and with broad dark brown ends which have narrow paler or 
whitish tips; secondaries, except the innermost three, chiefly white, 
with basal portion of inner webs and broad ends dark brown, the 
latter somewhat mottled with lighter brown and narrowly tipped 
with brownish white ; the next secondary white, but with an increased 
amount of dark brown on the base and on outer vane ; the end also 
broadly dark brown, mottled with lighter and tipped with whitish, 
but with an additional broad bar of dark brown ; next secondary (the 
second from innermost) nearly all dark brown, with a large spot 
of cream white on the middle portion of inner web, several spots of 
pale brownish buff, and a narrow tip of brownish white ; innermost 
secondary and the tertials light broccoli brown, terminally inclining 
to buff, venniculated, and irregularly and narrowly barred with dark 
broccoli brown ; anterior rows of lesser wing-coverts dark brown like 
the wing-quills, spotted, barred, and tipped with buff, pale brown, and 
brownish white; remaining upper wing-coverte also dark brown, but 
so heavily spotted, venniculated, and irregularly barred with pale 
broccoli brown, buff, ochraceous buff, cream buff, pale clay color, and 
brownish white as to appear very much like the upper parts, though 
decidedly lighter; sides of head and neck for the most part finely 
mottled with dull white, cream buff, grayish hair brown, and broc- 
coli brown, the ear-coverts nearly plain light clay color, with a few 
narrow streaks of dark brown, the postauricular region ochraceous 
buff, with conspicuous dark brown streaks; chin buffy white, with a 
few obscure brownish spots; broad crescent on throat, white; jugu- 
lum pale grayish buff, with broad streaks of dull white, numerous 
small spots, and narrow, more or less imperfect, bars of broccoli 
brown ; remainder of lower parts cream white, the breast with broken 
bars and spots of broccoli brown ; axillanr cream white ; inner lower 
wing-coverts also cream white, unmarked, the outer ones dark brown 
like the wing-quills, conspicuously spotted and brokenly barred with 
cream white, cream color, cream buff, and ochraceous buff; posterior 
lower wing-coverts plain light brownish gray. 

Meaawrementa. — Female (type) : Wing, 162 mm. ; tail, 89 ; exposed 
oilmen, 7.5; tarsus, 13.fi; middle toe, 14. 

Taczanowski 1 gives the following dimensions of a male: Wing, 
162 nun. ; tail, 87 ; middle rectrix, 76 ; bill, 23;* bill from nostril, 5.0 ; 
tarsus, 13. Of a female : Wing, 153 ; tail, 89 ; middle rectrix, 75 ; bill, 
24;' bill from nostril, 5.0; tarsus, 13. 



1 Mnaored probably tram rictus. 
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Type-locality* — Pebas, Peru. 

Geographical distribution. — Resident in eastern and central Peru : 
north to Pebas and Yquitos, northern Pern ; west to the Huallaga 
River, central Peru; south to the upper Ucayali River, southern 
Peru; and east to the latter locality and to Pebas in northeastern 
Peru. 

Remarks. — Although the writer has seen but a single specimen of 
this race, it is apparently easily recognizable by the character of the 
white markings on the primaries alone, though it can be distin- 
guished also by its other characters. It differs from ChordeUes ru- 
pestris xyostictus in having somewhat shorter wings and tail ; in the 
female, by reason of its rather darker and decidedly less buffy upper 
surface ; rather larger dark brown markings on head, back, scapulars, 
and wing-coverts; a large white patch on the fourth primary; dark 
brown bars, instead of only spots, on the inner vane of outermost tail- 
feather; and less buffy jugulum. C. E. Hellmayr mentions 1 the 
darker upper surface of Peruvian specimens of ChordeUes rupestris, 
but gives no other differences. 

The probable range of this subspecies is as above outlined, but since 
we have examined actual specimens from only Pebas, Peru, its geo- 
graphical limits may be subject to change when adequate material 
is available, 

'Hellmayr, Novit ZooL, vol. IT, December, 1910, p. 378. 
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Breeding Ranges of the Subspecies of Chohdeiles rupestris. 

1. Chordeiles rupestris rupeslris. 

2. Chordtfles rupeslris xyostlptus, 
S. Cbordelles rupestris zaleucus. 
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